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EXPLANATION OF THE STATISTICAL TABLES, 


"TABLE A—Showing the receipts and disbursements in each county. 
TABLE B—Showing the expenditures of the Building Fund in each county. 
TABLE O—Showing the number and value of school houses and other school property. 


TABLE D—Enrollment of youth between the ages of six and twenty-ono years, and the number 
attending school. > 


TABLE E-—District schools and the number and grades of certificates. 


TABLE F—Number of teachers, number months taught, average number of months taught, and 
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TABLE G—Age of pupils; salary of teachers ; number of township officers and visita from officers ' 
TABLE H—Amount of township levies ; balance on hand and apporticnment. 


TABLE I—Showing the apportionment of State School Fand for the school years commencing 
September 1, 1870, and Aust 31, 1872 ; the enumeration of youth for the same years between the 
ages of six and twenty-one years, the amount disbursed durimg the school year ending August 31, 
1872, and the amount due the-several counties October 1, 1872. 
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From State |From Levy | sources. 
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TABLE A. 
- Showing the Receipis and Disbursements of the School Fund in each County. ' 


Total, 


$730 37 
26842 33 


9868 46 
18022 87 
11834 10 

1468 46; 

1710 34) 

7364 59| 


1717 87 
9109 4. 
6152 04 
3752 55, 
10554 25 
8106 84 
24046 15 
9021 37 
8489 78 
16747 38 
10315 51 
1299 32 
4681 50 
22058 50 
16798 04; 
21763 9" 


SALARY To TEACHERS. 
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EXPENDITURES FOR ScHOOLS. 
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RECEIPTS FOR SCHOOLS. 


a From other 
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EXPENDITURES FoR SCHOQLS. 


SALARY TO TEACHERS. 


Paid to | Paidfor | Commis- | Contin- 
Sec’taries | appartus| sions, gencies. Total. 
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A TABLE B. 


Showing the Expenditures of the Building Fund in each County. i 
P EXPENDITURES. 
Cotnty x j 
For Land. For Houses, For Rent. For Repairs: Furniture Interest, Total. . 
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TABLE B—Continued. 


EXPENDITURES, » i - 


COUNTY. 


Foi Land. For Houses For Rent. For Repairs. Furniture. Interest. Total. 
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Numbers marked * denote that they are incomplete. - - 
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TABLE C. 
Showing the Number and Value of School Houses, ge. 


SoH00L HOUSES. 


COUNTY. * 
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Berkeley oomosacrscarsonoreconecconaaras 
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VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 
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COUNTY. 
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Land. 
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VALUE OF SCHOOL PROPERTY. 


Value of 
School 
Houses. 
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5294 00 
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9803 00 
2957 50 
11775 00 
13835 08 
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Total value of 
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13170 00 
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TABLE D. 
3 idi ah É 
Enrollment of Youth between the ages of Sic and Twenty-one years, and number attending School. 
* 
White. | Colored. | Total. E Number Attending School. Daily Average. 
E n E 
E 
County. e E ES z * 
etal 4 2 " = : à 2 
* Bi E E z B E E 5 $ | 
Elm 2 E A a & zi É E 
o A | ccecss'shesaccenes RIA A A daoasossó 742 1611 604 494 1008 — hi 
Borlbleyio ponte 2352 2419 1052 2641 958 700 1658 E 
Boone (no report)......... Es 
Braxtoncsevecssscesseecsee|- 1322, 12011 — 23 1212 682 - 150% 645 511 ms B 
Broeke....—.ee.| 989] 987] 18 1011 604 1827 423 430 802 um 
A Cabell ...cccscncscscssey roonocroo| scoene veranos] coo onone |: iria 736 1661 533 599 102 Q 
CIRY — ass 4 204 814 119 85 204 2 
d si 634 307 66€ 232 - 205 43 5 
Doddridge...........—.......... 13 1380 826 1903 755 567 1392  £« 
Fayette (No Report)... y ta 
GTM AA A extis 370 797 199 151 250 
" Grant........ 


807 1734 561 620 1681 
370 882] ..... i ees ee heresy e 
HEN 569 1199 44 59% £39 
Hardy a — 868| 804 : S oe 

Harnrison.......... en ees, 2416 2205 49 


se«eseacc 


1157 2596! " 806 697 1503 
916 2862 897 620 1527 
581 1438 . 355 231 Te 596 
1428 2959 982 886 1568 E 
713 1638 £43 401 O44 
221 485 157 159 316 
153 434 109 86 195 
1665 3809 * 1591 1141 2662 
1425 3149 1145 978 2124 
926 1879 597 587 1183 


531 1199 469 368 e3T 
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Kanawha........ ssccsvscsens leen nuo 
LiG WW AA O | sento oco A os 
DIN COLD seceseres e reensa pase | sobrocaos |'esseecess — 
Logan.................... rocas 3068 898 25 
MALion......ccccscescsnvessececse| 2969) 2649]....... 
Marshall................. «|? 


*eccoese [eccoccco 


McDowell (no report)..... 
Mercer................ — — 


TABLE D—Continued. 
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White. Colored. | Total. E Number attending School Daily Average. 
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COUNTY. -> Ee a 

Po: LT E A , g . z 
E g — g = & 3 = & 3 = E s 
El 3 3 p ci E 
aie |S |e | 3 |] & p = E Š z E É 


Mineral .....ccacccsescosscovese 905 
Monongalia,.................| 248 
Monroe, (No Report) 


836 4T 41| 952) 883 1835 7-180 373 853 T 261 588 
2289 19 11| 2508| 2310 4818 2010 1572 3582 1489 1098 2587 


AA A A A A covevéceo [eeczosees 1442 611 418 1029 368 244 612 
Nicholas ......... ss se| seoussevs FERRE A | venncoesel A 1053 374 324 698 280 243 523 
Ohio... ee 1 1142] 1079 8 6| 1150! 1085 2235 782 666 1448 498 405 203 
Wheeling City .............| 3933] 3892 53 56) 3986| 3948 , T7984 1337 3253 2590 1179 1071 2250 
T'endletCn PRA PP A A A O | osonsacan 2375 922 760 1682 787 TAT 1534 
Pleasdnts ............. 726 676 2 3 728 679 1407 498 427 925 359 256 615 
Pocahontas ...........- 641 589 40 42 681 631 . 1312 21 337 758 315 255 570 
E RAROS | vo ene saec] O A AS A Soeas sees 5538 2397 2110 4507 1740 1418 3158 
Putnam.............| 1217] 1159|.........].....-.] 1217) 1159 2376 142 636 1378 


Raleigh IA A . - 
Randolph m— Masoo 913 802 2 1 915 803 1718 391 292 683 282 198 480 
A AA A enero] norum 2765 983 945 1925 611 622 1266 


ls 
e 
[o] 
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Ritchie A LLL. 
Iioane............- e. of LOTO] 1491[.........|.........| 1570| 1491 3061 1141 912 2083 806 875 1681 
Summers AAA O O eon haero iesi 1964 760 531 1291 x 488 357 845 

7 . : averia 3221 1303 1100 2403 1020 $13 1833 


1435 30 46| 1571| 1581 3052 1241 974 2215 
O OP AS A l^ eroncceZ 3601 1294 1165 2459 * 800 [694 1494 

864].......]........] 389] 364 753 187 129 : 316 185 90 225 
PREE EN OS A T 3110 1441 1570 3011 992 1064 2026 

TBB ee lene] 856| T88 1644 669 513 1182 473 341 814 
O | vesessaca A O ode resi 6914 2181 2605 5890 2071 1835 3909 
wies A A OA A 1072 : 80 BT 137 . 5 44 96 


Upshur....... — now . 1541 
AA cccekesns 
Webstersec.cccssscssssssorerece 389| 
MEA cazonunsz 

i — — 856 


WOOL qM HS 


Wyoming cnacorovorcaccsión sas | Teusse 


——— a O O a eS | ma — A A nn — 
Total....................| 32618| 29581| 746] 663| 33364| 30244 153916 46745 29020 85765 30661 25656 56317 
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"EE TABLE E. 
Districts, Schools and Number and Grade of Certificates. 


* 
IMSTRICTE. BCHOOLS EXAMINATION AND GRADE OF CERTIFICATE. 
: ES m 

So = d Ex poA. 

COUNTY. Bez 3 g ; . . y ST 5 - oy 

o 24m” ur o 8 = m N es «$ a ‘25 = S RS 

EE at a = 3 ; ` ag =F Ga 

El El ES 5. B S o 3 o ó E sa KES 

Zor m & o E A zi Z Zi A añ Ze e to 

Aoun VPE) aa ADEM ADDED. ——— —— —X M — | eam À—— n—À 

DATO .iccacceiacs csasvsnevsassne sosscsccesce.ceccsesedscecceeccescveas [Bl Ne ET ase 61 61 2 1 3 1|.... asi 9 
Berkeley sicc-cccscssaseccovtsvessacentaicrsesscecedesscessetcecdiessscoses 41|.......... E 1 50 51 30 24 16 s x au 4 74 


Boone, (No Report.) 
Braxton ——' ——— 
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Ca AA A soups 
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Fayette, (No Repot.) 

Gilmer ............ $5 ase eene r—— M 'Á—— m— 


Hampshire... ....».... 


FLAN COCK ger E APA "D 
Hardy **s959690090995099*99« 6. ..5:5000 SAsecesesesenes *eov»tésceoss9. tod 
MC sso —  — decesos — 


NET DOR M o sesser 
AD. n mE 
FANG WHA wiccecccscovesenpusescceseesesonstosecacdsescossed sae e SU e sede 
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E 
PA PEUT 


Marshall. wese cess vosces covios obsccecobsosceracsvecesesecondcoosed 


MASON eese eee ésesessosecseveoa ON 


McDowell, (No Report.) 
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TABLE E—Continued. 
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COUNTY. 
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of School 
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1318 i |iis 
a E B a à S a, * 5 | BS | Bog 
E É B 3 S $ 3 E S |&2 | Bas 
m © o E zi e A w a [^ o 
BL] oo oe como J 30 31 1 vi 7 5 ps AS DESEE, 
ms 1 79 80 18 24 Oli oes ipa Sud PR 


1B] PA PA 


Nicholas ......... »- 
Ohio ESTEE TEER EE ES EEETRESEFSESESSSS ELA *49994*909909295899920* 
Wheeling City ......... 
Pendleton ............ . 
PIeaSRDiB sie oe eee see erae en esta once va ossis tddscdccoseressecesenssense 
Pocahontas ....... ue IE 
Preston ooo». Veusa sea Si Saa eU M g: 


OOOO TDR SOOT RE DHOEOTORE SECO OD SUEORE ae sooo EEG ROUSUR 
A [osocacocces 2 


- 
$90ocvodoov64»sq4$sqe000 000000900000008900000] EHH 909940020907 


othe Pe CUAIr os 


49e01 v9 24007409 


Putnam —————ÓÓ 80] ............ 
Raleigh $«euUe605900020nt4009004609 042099440069 9040009Àu0P V699099099092990 0n caro 16 *5o00992099 j*avécceeccaese 
Randolph ............. seno coomonnonennans enn O eere erre 


'Roane........ ove 


dor * ER PA 

E A TO 

PUCK OT METH osecuseeteccsss essed vescksssacsseee 

Hu 4 APER neces Onneceerecvceness mm 56 OS 1 

A A E E $0] A 1 
AYDO.. ———————— wesavede Öff assess 2 


MOTO A TI A DOREA ETT 
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4 Al 
i 
° j=l 
| TABLE F. $ da 
Number of Teachers; Number of Months Taught, and Number of Pupils. 
a 
TEACHERS, MONTHS TAUGHT. NUMBLR OF PUPILS STUDYING. 
COUNTY. M Average 
Months | Months : : 
No. of | Ortho- ; E Arith- |Geogra-| English Other 
* Males. |Females| Total. m PN NA es Total: yr onths graphy. Reading/Writing! metio. phy |Gram'r |AeeDraip acha 
Taught. 
F1 m€— M n es tate ee aoe | TN ee | ee S| TS | — | — Ó——— —— | Ne | —Ó—M — | cence 
i ————Á—— 3 5 48} 160.87} 15 175.87 3.66 1304 1071 810|- — 214 137 205 . .. cee 
—— 46 14 60} 3235| 10057) 424.07 7.10 2149 1978 1646 1218 614 519 13 64 
Boone, (No Report.)z - 
Braxton ccssesccsccscsessscesedssciccanven. pelago 50 8 58| 13005 145 | 144.55 2.50 1392 967 660 454 174 201 3 5 t" 
BrooKe.....sccssscce suececsecsevesccecesessecece « 23 * 16 39! 133.5 98 231 5 6 66 574 509 377 447 253 195 15 49 E 
il. e I 48 7 55| 179.5 31 2105 3 88 1253 966 681 368 157 188 2 4 Ed 
18 4 22 59 14 73 3 35 536 370 204 = 35 85 45 | Un 
18j........ .. i8 53 ]|......... 53 3 04 283 213 131 45 29 A5| e PA e 
45 2 571 1865 37 178.5 3 60 1575 e 1349 916 529 180 181 E] & caps A 
Glabrae. ac, as 31 6 37| +102 9 137 3 699 643 436 85 S 
Grant .......... ebsos ————Á— M" D a a ps 40 1s 05 na 45 E 28 839} _ 728 583 293 b 
Greenbrier ......... 4. . ee ee sce eene eeue ecevec cavers 42 9 511 181 226 4 30 1181 1054 720 85 ? 
—— AY T [saco añora [nono ao co [oot sere solera cescee o [eos onorevor | $607 466 460 193 
Hancock ...... TR Fis 16 28) 107 57 164 E sete: asa A sene bans aae e aep 
Hard T Meer sauscScnordincbeeces 93 10 -88| 99 54 153 5.81 591 26 521 98 
HarriBOM sececisccness) estero Scesqede: sisisi 94 21 i15| 39791; 105 50291| - 4387 2419 2302 1579 405 
Jack80n .......--. seso osere ——— 56 VW 67} 140 38 178 312 1707 1241 914 256 
EN ON 22 12 34; 156 82 244 7.08 912 946 817 101 
58 22 80! 287.751 125.501 363 25 4,18 1929 1639 1018 3877 
—€— 49 1] 601 185 25 28 50] 163.75 272| 1467 1219 778 597 
E QA IP ARTE Ra LR 447 1 48| 163 +4 {67 13 90 [492] 4272} = 105)... .... 
imr p RE 38 5 43 81. 10. 91 211 6 60 34 St. 
MB&TIOTL cosesadveseccosscsosbessoscessecscadsosed- 80 2] 101; 319. 93. 412, 3 98 3540 2985 1887}... . .. 
+ Marshall... docsiconiccnciiocionaniods consccce 166 21} ~ 87} 20080 66.75] 267.55 3 07 2292 2034 1587} ...... aro... 
opt mE 61 23 90| 327 50| 121.75} 449.25 4.43 3628 2613 1696 499 
McDowell, (No Report.) 
MOR COT Me E S 44 9 531 131.5 33 164 5 3.08 781 623 399 284 
Numbers marked thus ‘encte that they are incomplete, ' 7 
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TABLE F—Continued. i 
| 
UR Tracnirs. MoxrHs TAUGHT. NUMBER or PUPILS STUDYING. ‘ 
Counry. Average 
Months |Months No. of | Ortho- Arith-|Geogra-|English £ 
Males. |Females| Total. by by Total | Months |graphy. Readingi Writing] metic. phy. |Gra’mr |Algebra binds 
Males |Females Taught 
ei ————— 28 6 34} 1055 81.5 | 137 4.21 650 590 475 260 186 127] eese 9 
Monongalia............. «e^. ER Mires 76 8 84| 206 49 345 4 48 2862 2319 1660 1475 469 546 48 26 
MoODI OO cecoscononcóncccono —— € NE 
Morgan........ or m t ME 26 1 .21| 108 5 113 4.13 608 598) 471 294 84 go} ` 12 63 
Nicholas... eee senses 27 1 28 81.25 3 84 25 3 60 645 518 302 218 63 Mn... 1 
Ohio .-.... so Leubanded:eupesbesbevaseceesscees 28 16 44] 140.20 61 20| 20140 5.49 1280 1111 868 968 389 241| ^ 151|....... 
Wheeling City. E rra 1 57 68| 110 570| 680 10 2801 2538 1816 2519 905 338 79 600 
Pendleton.. . 68 4 61 19695 14.40] 211 35 3 32 1107 1098 $30 294 216 158] ....... o 62 
TPleasahts.......-ee eeeeseeee veceacsuceve csecsen ^ - 25 6 31 79 50 20 99 50 3 33 749 629 403 105 60 101 a 18 
Pocahontas ......... PE ceosase séassssse 29 10 39) 10558 36.5 | 7 142 3 58 442 477 359 273 100 
PrestON...ocm- eovavsoceres cossvecessecacencnss 105 6 111| 348 2 370 3 44 3493 3182 2496 1552 901 1189 114 216 
Pufnam...... e... concsrnccscsee sesso s eee set o 35 8 43| 135 36 171 3.87 1257 226 497 379 133 187] ....... 2 
Raleigh a... pee o neret a sausas 38 3 41) 126.75 6 85) 133.60 3 35 655 386 391 196 109 162j......... PA 
Randolph........ e. ts m""— TS š 21 4 25 61 13 279 428 289 238 80 13 79 1 120 
Ritchie cooroconvonóncocecnocanenersosconacanencenes 40 23 63|} 130.86 86 48] 217 26 3.44 1390 1367 $66 240 163 208 ..... .... 9 
TOD ccoacccnssscerscerevecccsscorseveseseseuaseces 35 3 38| 11 115 1225 3611 ^ 1573 1250 801 406 137 300 5 
O AA 45 5 50| 1269 124| 1393 2 39 x676 533 364 216 63 129 162 
Taylor sscsocncescocsesssecenceeses AS 42 14 56| - 185 83 268 4 78 1634 1435 1170 703 406 3 19 59 
T'uckor....eeeee coorvesonosrerarenonoces is 17 á 24 48 3 51 212 355 176 180 86 19 80] A 
Tyler......... paarsaracscwaseseanssesse ORTE 55 6 61| 202 15 217 3 55 1539 1287 1850 187 78 245|.......« 231 
UpshuUT ——Ó 41 25 66; 154 99.20} 253 20 3.82 2007 1808 1133 900 283 280| ..... 14 
mealies 54 16 *0| 195 50 57.501 253 453 1943 1262 614 503 275 288) 22x O 
17 1 18 48 50 2 50.50 2,96} . „244 * 179 76 70 6 dll 
61 10 74| 269 43 312 4.19 2449 1447 867 §22 116 98 2 
21 10 37 96 43 139 3.75 892 765 5601|..... ..... 150 109j..... .... 
Abr RR 80 87 117| 368 50} 260 628.50 512 5527 3539 3029 2463 1572 953 97 
"Wyoming cosooorornanersoracccnoannoranroronaneros * $ 1 9 19 2501 21.50 2.38 42 16 16] A A men On 
Total... .. oommmnonsono €— m 2095 550 26451 7.974.92| 2 827 62/10 802 54 4.04!  68848|' 56669|  41333|  21475|  12513| 11688 Ti4 3534 
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TABLE G. 
Age of pupi's, salary of teachers, number of township officers and visits from officers. 
AVERAGE AGE OF PUPILS. AVERAGE SALARY OF TEACHERS. OFFICERS. VISITS. 
~- A ¡AAA 
COUNTY, . County Total 
Males, |Females. | General |Males per} Fema es} General | Clerks. | Commis- | Trustees. | Superin- [Other offi-| ~ 
> average. | month. |per month] average. sioners. tendents cers. 
' tj 
Barbour * ...ccccssscsepecsse ceresecsssccevoneseses 11:87 10.93 „11.40 $28 84| -$21 28 $25 06 T 21 207 126 1322 y 
Berkeley ................. ————— 11 10 10.50 40 82 40 80 40 81 7 21 28 20 inj iu tH 
Boone (No Report) x es 
Braxton.............. pe DNE prensas 12.75 12.75 12.75 26 09 23 53 24 81 4 12 252 43 147 190 mn 
Brooke .,... eu ee eee cerae eene ea conos — 12 08 11 33 11.70 41 04 37 73 39 U8 3 9 69 32. 121, 156 Q 
Cabell .....,..... seosesnsrorsesosesvessscsosssosesosese 12.10 12 40 12.25 41 13 32 80 36 96 5 15 102 25|- 82 107 E 
Calhoun,.... ..cccccss eese conacronononcnnociconcanon: 12 10 1i 29 70 25 16 27 73 5 15 45 15 4G 64 2 
Clay. ... .. m— ———— aos — 12.61 13 33 12,47 2T SB P 27 53 4 12 48 20 64 n 
Doddridge ......... ...... ————— ses 11.40 11.12 11 26 32 21 27 55 29 88 6 38 171 36 115 . 151 Y 
Fayette “No Report). ere. " ° 
Gifmer..,.,.... ees . - . 18 14 13.50 26 15| " 16 65 2] 40 4 12 105 36 80 116 
gran RTT ——————— 10 22 12.33 11.27 38 25 33 91 36 08 3 9 114 35 123 15 
Greenbrier * s.es co conoroncono ovonroncnncarenenns 10.75 11.21 10,98 26 79} A PRA 10 pu E 8 t 39 47 
Hampshire A PA PA PR PO PA enm comio. 4 12 72 7 2 80 
Hancock * .... — "A— — — — m— 12.25 44. 29 35 04 39 06 4 12 72 28 11€ 144 
Hard —————— . 112.19 »:10.26 .11.22 »90 15 41 44 35 79 3 9 42 27 18 45 
HarTÍSON ....ceccsrccccsrcccconsvncssensecs envoncosaros 11.62 11 33 11,47 >38 75 34 58 36 66 10 30 294 12 18] 193 
TACKBON REN 14 11.56 12.75 46 30]. 20 00 83 25 5 15 221 18 65 83 
Jefferson * Lie. cecencerssenesesevsvarseees 11 10 10 50 41 98 42 50 42 24 5 15 69 10 60 70 
Kanawha.......... ..... oomososon» —— e 10 9 9 50 36 75 27 79 32 21 lu 30 333 36 160 196 
Lewis * esse sesrseensos — seno shoe 11.90} * 11.4 11.65 31 43 22 28 26 35 6 12 182 88 92 130 
Lincoln............ 1e. crees esee eee eee ene ene saon mn ove A PA PA 32 87 25 00 88 98 7 21 81 4 15 19 - 
LOAR e———— 10.32 11.00 10 25 21 24 20 00 20 62 5 15 147 8 26 94 
Marion o.....cccsscessscsssuccscseceses tao tenet aeta 71.32 11804 , 11.56 37 50 32 50 35 60 8 24 234 18 241 262 
Marshall... — 11.48 10.93 11.24|^ 39 53 29 77 34 65 9 27 270 50 164 214 
Mason..... . 12.16 11.69 11.92 82 73 91 35 92 04 10 30 210 26 280 256 
McDowell . oes " 
í—————ÀÀ 12.20 11.60 11 60 22,30 21 87 22 03 7 21 30 58 30 88 . 
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TABLE G—Continued. 
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AVERAGE AGE OF PUPILS. AVERAGE SALARY OF TEACHERS. OEFICERS. Visirs. 
COUNTY. ` - ' 
General {Males per; Females | General Commis- County -+ Other 
Males. { Females. | Average. | Month. per Average | Clerks | sioners, | Trustees | Sup'ts . | Officers Total 


Month. 


ee -—L— ———————1————— 


re ah ee een oh 


Mineral.....csseceserescorneecessees "D 12.10 14.40 11 95 $39 22 $33 38 $36 80 7 21 93 21 
Monongalia.........eeeeeee asese eere renun 13.00 11.75 1237 38 57 31 22 34 94 7 21 QAO] PP 
Monroe, (No Report.) - 

hilos co —À — 12.50 11.16 11.83 35 22 37 00 36 11 
NicholQ8B..oocoonoronvcrnocarironcccnnacininanas overe 11.33 11.66 11,49 25 07 20 00 22 53 
ODIO. ————————— 11.54 11.08 11:31 44 00 35 00] ~ 39 50 
Wheeling City. |... eee eee eee ee ee ee eee rennen 10.00 18.00 10.00 89 09 37 77 46 07 
Pendleton C — 13.08 12.08 12.54 32 53 29 97 30 95 
Pleasants... ———À 11.33 10.16 10.74 27 86 25 05 26 40] ~ 
Pocahontas.......,ccccssersccessoverscensssesscesece 11.75 11.00 10.87 28 62 22 83 25 72 
PreStON "— y 12 55 11.66 12.16 38 19 30 59 31 39 
PUÉDAM M—————M 10 67 10.98] ' 10.82 38 43 93 65 35 74 
lycra m————————————— 12.54 13.00 12.77 24 95 22 50 23 72 
Randolph e... seoonor aocononorononoscnpaconencanaso 12,66 11.28 11.97 33 09 15 97 24 53 


Ritchie ™.....ssssesesessesvasuesenseoe stevecesesencobsl ronauntosacoco| veonencon sons [onvonoancocon 36 56 31 85 34 20 

Roane —————— 12 06 10.00} 11.00 59 49 89 41 47 45 21 186 23 

Summers saeseorerssssaseresenssseneseecosoesonesensos 12.66 12,83f 7  12J.4..:..... |... 494 0|... es. von Sus rer p 

"Taylor.......4...... "———— 413.28 10.87 12.07 41 55 36 22 98 88 21 126 32 
— 21 50 20 00 23 75 9 18 3 


Tucker Jd ME PAS PR mM T 
Tyler M"————À M E EL 

Upshur ocmosonccannoocononsono —— 11.25 11.11 
MAPS sees ii 11 27 10.96 
Webster sesesnusesasrenseesa eosesssosvesrasesaaacees 12.66 11 60 
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SI E siec als in uio diea ds 10.90 11.00 
Wyoming Feoncunaconeo cones mo 13.00 13.00 


Total......... seeeeee thea sepoanuentos renta teens 11 84 11.26 
Numbers marked thus * denota that they are incomplete. 
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TABLE H. 


Amount of Township Levies—Balance on Hand and Apportionment. 
E A ee 


COUNTY, 


1 
e ———M—— M —————— aae 


M 
A soeia tesnsa co csvesueis' eaea EAE iaa A EEEn An © AOE SEE ONENE M 
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Ic A E E E E E E E 


Boone (no TEPOFt) seveovseeeese ———— sees tens 


TAXON PAEA A _tNeseneenceenas ove n 


POOH SEHHAHTEE HOSEN AER OTE CEHE ae * v.b oe 
DOGGri 26 coeconosanaca erae erra Fat aa bla Ego, aucns--cassassegeteivecdosy e UE UT 
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| TABLE I. 


Showing the apportionment of State School Funds for the school years commencing September 1, 1870, and ending August 
31, 1872; the enumeration of Youth for the same years; the amount disbursed during the school year ending August 
91, 1872, and the amount due the several counties, October 1, 1812. 
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BARBOUR COUNTY—SimoN BUCKINGHAM, Supt. 


The free school system is working as well in this county as could be 
expected under the existing school law. We find some difficulties in 
our way, but they are the natural consequence of a defective and in- 
efficient law. Our people are beginning to understand school matters 
much better than heretofore, and take some interest in the manage- 
ment of the schools. Heretofore, as a general thing, the best men of 
the county took no interest in the management of school aftairs, and 
refused to fill the offices, thus allowing the most Incompetent men to 
take the offices, levy, collect, and disburse the school taxes, build the 
school houses, and do every thing connected with the conduct and ad- 
ministration of the school system. Asa matter of course, the school 
finances got into a very bad condition, and the school money, in some: 
of the townships was undoubtedly injudiciously expended, to say the: 
least of it. 

The general overhauling of the accounts of the school officers, had 
during the past year, has accomplished one good thing—if nothing 
else—it has created a desire amongst school officers to keep the ac- 
counts of their finances in something like an intelligible shape, so 
that the people can tell what becomes of the school money. 

I think, hereafter, that the people will also be a little more par- 
ticular in the election of school officers. They find that they have 
been paying pretty dearly for their negligence in that respect. A 
'arge amount of money has been levied, collected and expended in 
the last few years, in the building of school houses. This expense 
will soon be ended, and a heavy burden of taxation thereby removed 


* 


^ 
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from the people. Three of the townships are entirely out of debt, 
having paid for all their school houses, and now levy taxes for school 
purposes only. The other four townships will likely finish paying for 
their buildings with the present levy. There ,is a good school house - 
now in every school district in the county, except one district in Cove 
township, and two of the districts of Glade township. Taking every 
thing into consideration, this is certainly doing well, especially when 
we reflect that only six years ago there was not a school house in the 
county. — 


Through the mismanagement of incompetent school officers, several 
of the districts in some of the townships got into debt by using more 
money than was apportioned to them. The school boards are endeav- 
oring to adjust this indebtedness, and after another year I think every 
district will be able to have its four months school, clear of the em- 
barrassment of indebtedness. . 

Iam fully satisfied that the main diffieulty in the management of 
the schools, and the working of the school system, has resulted from 
the incompetency of school officers, and from complications arising out 
of the constant conflict between trustees, and boards of education, as. 
to their respective duties and authority. 


We have entirely too many officers to manage matters. The trus- 
tees are only a clog to the efficiency and advancement of the schools- 
Many of the trustees are incompetent in every way—many of them 
cannot write their names, and do not at all comprehend the duties of 
the office of trustee. How do you expect such men to conduct the 
Schools. They, however, are not to be condemned on account of their 
ignorance and incompetence. ‘They had no free schools in their time 
to attend, and have never had the opportunity to educate themselves 
for the duties of school officers. When you have so many offices to 
fill, you cannot always get competent men to fill them, hence; we must 

-dö without the offices, or expect them to be badly filled. If we have 
an efficient school system, we must do without the trustees. One 
board of officersis much more efficient than a dozen. 

Three good men will manage all the school affairs of a township a 
great deal better than a half a hundred. When there is so much 
complicated machinery, it is always “getting out of gear" in some 
place. 7 

Ido hope the new legislature will give us a law under which the 
schools can be managed without the aid of so many officers—a law, 
simple and consistent in all its parts—a law, that some of the lawyers 
and judges at least can understand. 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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BERKELEY COUNTY—W. S. Pewicx, Supt. 


The schools of this county are in a very prosperous condition, with 
but few exceptions. 

You will observe by comparing the report of this year with the last, 
a very manifest improvement in every respect. 

The amount of school property, has increased from $34.054,83, to 
about $41.971,30. The number ef pupils attending school has in- 
creased a little more than twenty, and the daily average attendance | 
more than fourteen, per cent. over the report of last year. We re- 
ported last year forty-four school houses; this year we report fifty- 
one. The number of teachers last year fifty-two ; this year sixty. The 
number of months taught last year, 339.25; this year 424.08. 

Another encouraging feature as pathered from a comparison of the 
two reports, is the advancement of pupils in their studies, which you 
will observe from the following table : 


No. Studying. Reading. Writing. Arithmetic. Grammar. 
Last year mesoscrcnsssriaricanarcnnnaraconacenesarasos: 1,494 1,276 832 442 
"PHIS YO AT ————— 1,978 1,646 1,218 619 


The board of education of the Martinsburg township are coming 
up very nobly, to the discharge of their responsibilities. They have 
during the past year added very much to their school accommodations, 
increased their corps of teachers, and manifested every disposition to 
raise their school to the highest efficiency. 

In consequence of their intelligent and liberal management of the 
schools, there is a marked increase of public interest in them. They 
are by no means narrow-minded men, and if the people of this city 
will sustain them, very soon Martinsburg will have a system of schools 
of which her citizens may well feel proud. 

OPEQUON—Made a small levy for school purposes, but has built two 
school houses for this term. - Tlié:schools closed sometime before they 
did inthe adjoining township of Arden. This township has seven 
distriets, and judging from the reports which have come to me, the 
trustees have discharged their duties with fidelity. 
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Minn Cresx—Has five schools districts. Their affairs seem to have 
been well managed, and are in a healthy condition. 

The board and ee secretary seem to be men ‘of business capacity, 
judging from their report. . 
Fatting Watrer—Has five districts. Their work goes on very 
smoothly. They do not perhaps run their schools as long as is desir- 

able. They seem, however, to be thoroughly alive. 

GERARDSTOWN—Covers quite an area of the county, and a large 
part of it is mountainous. The board would do well to increase their 
school accommodations, and we believe will do so during the- next 
year. There ought to be a graded school at Gerardstown. 

HEDGESVILLE—Has ten districts. It also covers a large area of 
mountain land. The members of this board seem to be very deeply 
interested in their work, and have always provided liberally for their 
schools- They have had many difficulties to overcome, but are not 
now behind any in their work. 

ARDEN—Has seven districts. The schools of this township are, for 
the most part, prosperous and well patronized. "The men at the head: 
of its schools are perhaps a little timid, and need a little broadening, 
but they are good men and love the work. 

To sum up what has been said, the schools all over the county are 
increasingly prosperous, and we have every reason to congratulate 
ourselyes forthe past and take courage for the future. There are in 
in the county six colored schools, and they are generally good. We 
have failed to get for all of them as good teachers as we wish. 

Although it may properly belong to the next report, I will say that 
since the opening of this present term, we have succeeded in estab- 
lishing two other graded schools in the county, one at Darkesrille, un- 
der the care of the Arden board—it is & joint school in which the 
Mill Creek township is equally interested; and one at Hedgesville. 
Both are in a very prosperous condition, and have already secured the 
hearty approval of the people. During the next year we hope ar- 
rangements will be made to build more suitable houses for thems. We 
‘hope to have another established during this winter at Gerardstown.. 

Owing to the fact that I was teaching myself, I did not yisit the 
Schools to any great extent last year; but this term I hope to visit ev- 
ery school in the county. 
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BOONE COUNTY—Joun W. MAHAN, Supt. 
= NO REPORT. |. 
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BRAXTON COUNTY—Tuornton J. BERRY, Supt. 


In accordance with law, I herewith transmit to you my annual re- 
port of the free schools for the scholastic year ending August 81, 1872. 

In preparing the tabular report of this county, I have used every 
means in my power to make it full and correct and to forward it in 
time. Owing to the fact that all the secretaries, as well as myself, 
came into office after half the school year had expired, we have not 
had an opportunity to become familiar with all the duties which de- 
volve upon us. Nevertheless it gives me pleasure to say that the sec- 
retaries of the different boards of education have made as accurate 
reports of the several townships as they could under the circumstances. 
The blanks for secretaries’ reports do not correspond with those fur- 
nished county superintendents, it is therefore very difficult to -obtain 
the necessary data to mzet the requirements in every particular. 

Cray TowNsHIP.—You will see by the report of this township that 
there are eleven houses completed, and'eleven more under contract, a 
part of which are to be made ready for the winter schools, and the re- 
mainder to be finished in the spring and summer. The schools in this 
township were shortened on account of tho debt of $764.38, con- 
tracted last year. 'There is still a debt of $168.742, nearly all of 
which is chargeable to the building fund. 

FRANKLIN TownsHrP.—In the present year the board of education 
has contracted for the erection of six school houses, four to be com- 
pleted this fall, the other two sometime next year. Schools have been 
in operation in all the districts with an average of over three months, 
except district number eight, in which no house suitable for a winter 
school could be obtained. This township has on-hand a balance of ' 
$1.1538.48. 

LisconN Townsuip.—The report of this township shows an average 
of over six months school to the district. The districts are large; in 
several of them two schools were taught. It is to be regretted that 
building has been so much neglected. The schools were taught last 
winter, most of them in very uncomfortable places, but notwithstand- 
ing the uncongenial surroundings and inconveniencés, the teachers 
were cheerful and energetic, and I found the children, in most in- 
stances, progressing very well. The board of education is preparing 
to build, and I hope before long there will be a comfortable house in 
every district. 

WASHINGTON TowNSHIP.—Six houses have been built during the 
year, and three more are in course of erection in this township. The 
schools have averaged about four months to the district. With the 
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present levies, the balance on hand, and the State fund, I am satisfied 
there will be sufficient to carry the schools the required number of 
months in the several districts. 

During the few months in which it has been my.duty to look after 
the interests of the free schools of this county, I have visited about 
twenty schools. I find, in most instances, the attendance and atten- 
tion to study of-the pupils very good. I am happy to say that our 
teachers, as a class, are laboring to improve themselves, not only in 
the sciences but also in the art of teaching, and their success is sur- 
prising considering all the disadvantages under which they labor. 

All opposition to the free school system among us has ceased. Even 
prejudiee is giving way, and the cause of education issteadily gaining 
friends in Braxton. N i 


ae 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THETR CERTIFCATES. 
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Mortimore Rose .:... +. cue sononmcsrocoroconacononacoo 2 |J W Humphreys Q2 
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J T Berry... sis e ve eret ntt HERE ..8 [Abraham Williams. ......... Vasaressseo ose — 4 
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BROOKE COUNTY —J. W. Hoven, Supt. 


The workings of the school system in the county of Brooke during 
the year ending August 31, 1872, with very few exceptious, has been 
smooth, harmonious, prosperous and progressive. If the system has 
developed itself in so short a time in all the counties of our young 
and prosperous State as it has in Brooke, it must certainly elicit our 
surprise as well as our admiration and gratification. It will be seen 
by reference to tabular report that the average length of time taught 
in each district in the county is upwards 0f seven and one half months. 
"Phe teachers engaged in our county are generally well qualified, 
good disciplinarians, efficient, energet.c and indefatigable in their laa 
bors in the school room. By far the greater number of those employed. 
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in teaching are citizens of our own State and county. lam convinced 
that it is good policy to employ home teachers, other things being 
equal, and have always used my influence accordingly. It will cer- 
‘tainly be a great incentive to young ladies and gentlemen to qualify 
themselves for teaching if they can obtain employment at’ remunera- 
tive wages at home. We should encourage our own citizens to qualify 
themselves for teaching, and then pay them good wages and require 
them to be worthy of their hire. 

We are wanting in one thing before our school system can be tho- 
roughly efficient, and that is a better attendance at school. I would 
suggest that it be made a duty of school boards to look to this impor- 
tant work in our school system. There can be but little doubt that 
half the delinquency in the districts could be removed by judicious 
efforts put forth by the school boards in this direction. But this has 
heretofore been unrecognized as a duty; yet, if it were to be made a 
duty, it would be one of the most important services that a school 
officer could render the State. In a State like ours, where schools 
are convenient for all, all should enjoy the advantages. The system 
would then obtain its full force, and the authorities in whom the ap- 
plication of the system is reposed would discharge their full duties to 
the public who have plaeed in their hands a most sacred trust. 

Buszraro Townssiv.—This township, as will be seen by reference to 
tabular report has thirteen school districts, and the average number 
of months taught in each district was six and two-thirds. The dis- 
tricts have all been making good progress in the way of education. 
The tabular reports from this township are not as complete as they 
should be, this must be attributed to the negligence of teachers and 
school officers. Attention is called to the district of Bethany, in fi- 
nancial report in reference to money not accounted for. 


Cross Creek TowNgHrP—The schools in this township are all in a 
very prosperous condition. The school officers of the township de- 
serve commendation for the efficient manner in which they have dis- 
charged their duty. It will be seen by reference to financial repor: 
that a large surplus of funds remain unexpended. This is owing to 
the receipt of the railroad tax from the Pittsburg, Cincinnati and St- 
Louis railroad, for the years 1869, 1870, and 1871. Leander Brown- 
ing, Esq., secretary of Board of education in this township, merits 
especial notice for the faithful and efficient manner in which he has 
discharged his official duties. He is an indefatigable officer, and we 
are largely indebted to him for the success of the school system in 
Cross Creek. 

The school distriet of Wellsburg, ean, I think, without ostentation, 
boast of one of the best graded schoolsin the State. The organization 
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has been perfected by the school authorities, who are energetic and 
progressive persons. The schoolis in charge of one principal with 
five assistants. The lady teachers of Wellsburg, are all experienced; 
some of them have been engaged in the profession for many years, 
and are among the best in the State. The pliant mind of youth will 
„be directed aright when intrusted to their guidance and development. 

In conclusion, I can congratulate the citizens of Brooke county 
generally upon the progress they are making in that, upon which de- 
pends the prosperity of the State—education. 

I thank the teachers and citizens of the county for their co-opera- 
tion with me in the promotion of educational interests, and the dis- 
charge of my duties as superintendent. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES 


David M Long.. (ornato coonacacaconóss 5 sel ¡Anna D. Dohrman.. .... . ... O O 2 
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CABELL COUNTY—Jno. Wa. AtauE, Supt. 


I have labored assiduously to get the necessary data for a full and 
reliable report, yet I am sending it in an imperfect state. I would 
feel chagrined, were it not for the belief that it is not in the power of 
mortal man to do better under the circumstances. Everything is ina 
muddle, and has been from the beginning, and in my humble opinion, 
will be, till by a thorough application of the legislative sponge we once 
more have a clean slate. — . 

Let this be done ; then with competent officers we may hope for better 
things. Comparatively unimportant statistics can always be obtained, 
but a knowledge of receipts and expenditures cannot be gleaned from 
any data within my reach. A glance at the figures in my report will 


show where these things'originate. I regret this state of things the 
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more because in my conceit I plumed myself on my ability to bring 
order out of what I find to be uünintelligible chaos. 
I can remember of no instance where an officer has refused to re- 
ceive his salary. Now my understanding of the subject is that these 
salaries are paid for certain clerical work done and to be done. Fhave 
in the office this moment, papers marked reports, from which the com- 
bined talents of the State c an obtain no satisfactory information. This 
fall I gave explicit instructions to every one. By my report you will 
at once see what townships were benefitted thereby. 


THE CITY OF HUNTINGTON 


was not oxzanized as an independent school district until late last 
spring, and consepuently has little to report. It gives me pleasure to 
state that its school board is composed of wide-awake men not afraid 
to spend money for educational purposes. They are building a splen- 
did brick sceool-house two stories high, twenty-six by sixty feet, and 
will open their school in it on the first of October. "They arealso mak. 
ing arrangements to get the pupils of the upper end into the prepara- 
tory department of the State Normal School. The gentlemanly secre- 
tary, (Gen. J. H. Oley,) also informed me that it was the intention to 
put up another small school-house (brick or frame) this fall near the 
machine shops, for the children in that neighborhood. I was well 
pleased with everything I saw in Huntington. 


GUYANDOTTE. 


The people of Guyandotte have had good schools and, are in earnest 
about the education of their children, but their financial affairs have 
been conducted so loosely that they are in such an inextricable muddle 
at this time as to defy the ingenuity of man to make head or tail of 
them. This is plain, but I can express itin no other way. While I 
make this statement in regard to Guyandotte, 1 wish I could say it 
was otherwise elsewhere in the county; but all the townships are about 
alike in this matter. | 


TEACHERS. 


© Although we have the Normal School, good teachers are scarce. 
So far as I now know, we have but two graduates employed at this 
time. In granting certifieates for the incoming year, I have thought 
it best to raise the standard of qualifications, Since the first of Janu- 
ary, 1872, I have granted three No. 1 certificates; six No. 2; five No. 
8; two No. 4, and five No. 5. Nine applicants were rejected. With 
but few exceptions, we had good schools last winter, and we hear no 
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complaints from any one, but a few childless ones who, on account of 
' their riches, have to pay heavy taxes. 

The committee appointed to settle with delinquent officers, did their - 
work before my time. They entered suits in one or two cases (now 
pending in the circuit court,) but with oe eee 
determined, that as the money was ignoran y misappropriated, and 
as the sums were so small, they would drop them. Time will deter. 
mine whether this was politic or impolitic. The costs of these little 
suits would certainly exceed the gross amount. 

One of the committee (B. J. McCómas,) resigned some time ago, 
and J. W. Church was appointed to fill the vacancy. As he lives at 
the court house, and is one of the old committee, I authorized him- 
to act in our behalf when the suits are called, if it should be during 
our absence. ter 

I here reiterate, that everything has gone at loose ends so long that 
nothing short of a legislative act can place our finances in an intelli- 
gible shape. Ilay noclaim to more than very ordinary ability in any 
direction, but a satisfactory solution of our financial problem, is beyond 
my power. No person is more anxious than I, but the more I search 
for light, the more I become involved in darkness. Let not the world 
harbor the thought that our difficulties grew out of the system, because 

‘they did not. A departure from the spirit and letter of the law, has 
caused all our trouble. I have no doubt improvements could be made 
in our school law. Nothing human is perfect, but no one need err 
who will take the pains to study it. 

A glance at the enclosed township report, will show where the trou- 
ble is. This report was sent back with the request to complete itand 
add up the totals; the accompanying letter with same report, was. 
reply to that request. ` As I have no power to enforce my request, we 
must bear with it. I would refuse to draw orders for salaries when 
there is manifest neglect, but the orders are sometimes drawn by 
the * board" and paid without consulting the superintendent. 

I have made every effort in my power to give a satisfactory explana- 
tion of our finances, but from the books and papers at my command, 
it is impossible. Notwithstanding negligence and incapacity in this 
direction, we have had good schools. \ 

Tho figures of my report will explain facts and answer questions in 
regard to our schools, much better than I can do here, but I have 
gained some experience that must be told here if told at all. In the 
matter of granting certificates, I have thought it best to raise the 
standard of qualifications. This step has been favorably received by 
all but a few of the “ Waxford Squeers of the county. An exami- 

` nation would expose their ignorance, henee their hostility. The false 


14 FREE SCHOOLS. 


impressions made by this crew of ignoramuses, has caused me to think 
it impolitic to place the responsibility of rejecting unworthy applicants 
for certificates upon one person. ‘The examiner who does his whole 
duty; is subject to every species of petty annoyance. If he rejects one 
of the Squeers family, every reason but the right one is given for the 
rejection. Would it not be better to have a board of examiners ? 
Passion and prejudice might influence the individual, and he not be 
aware of the fact, but a board of examiners would not be open to sus- 
picion. By all means let us have a board, composed of the county 
superintendent and two other discreet men. Then let favoritism, nep- 
otism, and every other ism" be thrown to the winds. Let candidates 
for certificates be known by numbers ; let the examinations be rigid . 
and thorough, and three-fourths of the wonld-be-teachers who are now 
imposing upon. the people, would be returned to rail splitting and dish- 
Washing. i; ; 

We are entirely opposed to the new law in regard to the collection 
and disbursement of school money. Every township should be the 
custodian of its own school money. The very essence of democracy is 
+o let the people manage their own affairs as much as possible. With 
a township treasurer and township collector of school money, I hon- 
estly believe our accounts would be more satisfactorily kept, and with 
a'proper understanding of the matter, the people would be better 
pleased. It maybe said: We had the system! That is true, but 
before the people got to understand it and profit by it, it was swept 
away. 

During the years 1866, *67 and ’68, some of our public men did not. 
pretend to disguise their hostility to our school system ; and like Paul, 
both in season and out of season, they hurled their anathemas against. 
it. Atthat time it did contain some very obnoxious clauses, but hap- 
pily, they have all been removed, and if there are now thirty in the 
county who are opposed to it, they harbour the thought in secret. 

In the column of teachers’ salaries I have given the whole amount, 
and in the next column the average monthly salary. 

VILLAGE oF BARBOURSVILLE.—School was kept in this sub-district 
jong enough (nine months) to entitle the district to $300 trom the 
Peabody Fund. I at once notified Dr. Sears of the fact and a check _ 
for the amount was sent, but is is drawn in favor of the township of 
Barboursville, which is obviously a mistake. Can you have it recti- 
fied? 

I could lengthen out this report almost indefinitely by re-stating 
what is already set. down elsewhere, but it would not make it any bet-, 

. ter. J have used every means in my power to get a complete and re- 
liable repor: but find it impossible. There is no data in this office bu 
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township reports, which only tend to obscure. The time is up and I 
must send it with all its imperfections. Before deciding upon it please 
examine carefully the accompanying papers. 

In the column of grand totals introduced by myself you will find 
totals for whole county where it was possible to get them. The col- 
umn-of totals merely gives the amount for that page. 1 

Of the 8146 white youth of school age but 1601 attended school 
` this year, (not quite fifty-one per cent.) and the total average attend- 
ance was only thirty-three and one-third per cent. We ought to have 
done better. Ido not know that I can give any satisfactory reasons 
for this result, but I do know that many of our schools were opened 
early in the 8eason. Several began in August and very many in Sep- 

tember. Withan agricultural people this is too early’ where we have but 
four months school. All the large boys are busy and derive but little 
benefit from such an urrangement; but this I know does not explain 
our small average. Lack of knowledge and;lack of interest in such 
matters.I believe have much to do with the'result. 


To; “teach these children there were employed fifty-five teachers, 
(fortyzeight males and seven females) at an average monthly: salary of. 
$99.42. The total amount paid to teachers during the year was $8,- 
296.84. "We had a teacher for every white child in tire county; and 
more could have been taught ; but if parents will see so much expended 
for the special benefit of their children and: yet refuse to let them 
receive the benefit, «what more can be done? - I will give you my 
idea. Let the “ powers that be " compel the parents to send to some 
school: It does not savor much of our ultra democracy, but compul- 
sory education has wrought wonders in Prussia, and enlightenment 
has followed its footsteps everywhere. Toa superficial observer this. 
may look despotic, but to the candid inquirer after right it will savor 
of nothing but the temporal and eternal wevere of the youth of our 
country. 

Four new school houses were built this year and three more are 
being built. The four new houses cost $1,113.00. The new brick 
school house at Huntington will cost $4,000.00. The total value of all 
school houses in the county is $18,885. The total value of land is 
$1,111.50. i 

Iknow you will make some allowance for the rambling way in which 
this is written when I tell you that four of my children are down with 
that terrible Diphtheritic Laryngitis. Iam so confused that I omit 
things that should be noticed. 

The blacks of the county deserve a word from me and it should have 
been said in connection with the whites. They have had no school 
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duringMhe year, but I propose to have a school for them-this winter’ 
if enough can be got together and a teacher obtained. 

° In conclusion, I beg to say again that I have done everything in my 
power to get material from which to make a correct and full report. 
I have failed.- 


~~ - 


AFTER-THOUGHT. 


Since January 1, 1872, there have been but two applications for 
Scholarships in the normal department of Marshall College. A Miss 
‘Ida Reed of Guuyandotte, and Miss Anna Blake, of Little Guyan, 
Both were admitted. The village of Barboursville levied fifty cents 
on the $100 for all purposes, but as it was not enough, it was applied. 


wholly to schools. - 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTFICATES. 
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COS Neal ERREUR ascend [Susie T; Johnson ... ....... me--- m""-— 2 
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Geo K Osg00d..... ———— 2 |J CBidebottom o... a ooscrmno coe eene nennen oo 
Jno K Swann ..........-- eene snose desesaeea tenet anas 3 |JJ Fulks 
A U Laidley e... n cooononannsccnonnnanos ase +e sossoroovosse 1 ¡[Anna Cox... esenee 
Chas Guthey ....... .2 {BG Summetis ..... 

H J Bumegaituer... «2 |H C Dunkle 

James T Unsell ..... ..i |Molhe Pumppiey. 

Henderson Davis... oc. onsere eene entente ntt none 4 |D Smith. 

"Wm Oude. crcccaee see ens esecnononnencnacacnanesa soros 1 {Columbus Roberts 

A AA — 3 ¡Jas Kilgore..  .....e- — — 2 
Jno B Shepherd...... .. EM vase estesa seessa nonoui 1 (Helen J Morms ........e QA—————À 2 
Buenos Ayres... . m————  — — 1 {Corydon McCalhster. ................ — — 3 
T H Buckley......scccccsecosccsecseseceenes eresssessonoeacces 1 [Rebecca D Burkêy.. nessessssssoosuser scccnesseesceseues 3. ^ 
Win Coeper.........e ee esee ener neun — nas 2 (TJ KiggBuccormarscnccnccrraconocosenasas sanos "o m 
M S Thornburg ........... Me esee sasso > saseessresesses 2 |Z O Blake REDEEM: 
J D Campbell...... (e eseues hause neuss o e oo paessossoses 3 


CALHOUN COUNTY—A. Rice, Supt. 


It is with regret that I at this late hour transmit my annual report 
for the year ending the above date. It is very imperfect, yet when 
we consider the neglect and incapability of a great many of the 
school officers, we should not feel much disappointed if we get no re- 
turns from the townships at all. I furnished many of the trustees 
with blanks, personally, and caused the rest to be furnished; also, the 
secretaries were all supplied with blanks for their reports; yet the 
interest was not sufficient to prompt them to comply with the duty and 
great responsibility that rests upon all that are engaged in this great 
and important work. ] 
I received reports from four townships out of the five. 
Sherman township seems to be in reasonable circumstances. It is 


> 


i 
^h 


, 


{ 
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divided i in six districts. There were five schools in operation this 
year, and terms are arranged from three to four months, owing to the 
figures given to teachers.. The blank district was occasioned by toe 
high figures the preceding year. 

Washington township is not in so favorable circumstances. Their 
levies are small, give teachers large figures; district small, and officers 
not very promptin noticing the trustees of their dues; so we find they 
are somewhat in debt, yet they kept a small term in each of the eight 
districts, from two to four menths. 

Lee township is in a tolerably good condition. They are somewhat 
behind with their buildings, yet where their building was completed 
they kept schools in operation, during reasonable terms. They have 
eight districts of which three were blank.! . 

Centre township is divided into five districts, of which one was des- 
titute, in eonsequence of their building not as yet being complete. 
The others had a reasonable term of school, owing to the figure given 
in the employment of teachers, from two to four months. 

Sheridan township must be in almost destitute circumstances, or T 
certainly would have received a shadow of a report. I supplied E. 
W. Cain, secretary, with euch blanks as were necessary, and used all 
means on my part to obtain a correct and due report, but in vain. 

I visited two schools of this township and found them in a good con- 
dition; schools were generally kept in operation during the year, for 
the term of two to four months. 

The free school system seems to be in a state of progression. It is 
gaining friends daily, who are becoming great laborers in the cause of 
education. 

They are determined to give their children that great prize that can 
not be taken away ; yet, I presume, if the school law was modified in 
some respects, so as to give minor officers a little fairer show, they 
would take hold of the horn of education with a greater determination 
and discharge their duty more promptly and correctly. 


Qur committee has not, as yet, completed their work, although they 


are still going on with the work. 


For further information, I refer you to the statistics and finances, 
found embraced in this report. 

We have been holding a teachers' association ; some of the teachers 
seem to be very much interested, whilst others seem deaf to its im» 
portance. à 

I transmit this feeble and untimely report, with the hope that it 
may reach the place of destination in due time, notwithstanding it 
may not be what you want or need; nor is it what I tried to obtain. 


El 
- 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. $ 
. w ? $ s 

Albert Jobnk6n nesssessseaeroesosooesoveseesesronesouseasoses 3 |Wm D Hays so... cscssscessesces ntn A eM een pe 2 
Gran JohnBOR ........ ccce cresce eee eeeseke eee certo quon 3 |W H Cunimgham ,occosnnccncrononocacannanasacanocarinsoso 5 
James A Ferrel ——— M m— 3 |W E Comer, R— Srsee » "T € E 
A G — mx sd qun m— 3 > 
NE AA 3 [Jas W Wright .......006 assesses coqunvono cnsnonsrencaos 15 
ASE AAA oeecssssdeveceneceese’ 6. |J G FuOgato. esciosocaronnncsnanasonas cn oncesemancaeccsaesens 21; 
JM DOWNY. scsivecsvacccvessoscsevectestccaeseuncentcavaseses 5 ¡[Jas P Knight c.r.scccscceveces ensoese 00 tentent tetto as 1% 
W W Chenoweth... ..scsececossosesccccessnssuse CORR 5 |Miss E B Reip ....... Tr — 2 
A W Relais. ieiecde sees axe cen nds vesecessesscsanvecsas'escesd 4 [Miss A Hays ......... a en Sues ee ERE EE 8 
SH wae O—————— poroso 5 [Miss Jane Downey ......... eee eene eene seoses — 5 
¡A m —————— 2 [Miss SIS. 
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CLAY COUNTY—S. B. Grosz, Supt. 


I regret that after exhausting all the means in my power to obtain a 
full and accurate report, I have to present & very imperfect one. I 
visited all the schools that were in operation during the past school 
year, most of which I found progressing well. While visiting the schools 
of the several districts I called on the trustees, and insisted upon a 
faithful performance of their duties, especially in regard to their ac- 
counts and reports, and furnished each board of trustees with at least 
one copy of the school law, and the necessary blanks, and_yet, out of 
23 school districts, about one-fifth have not made their annual reports, 
and these so imperfect that they cannot be relied upon. The sec- 
retaries have had to rely in most cases wholy on the papers filed in 
their offices for material from which to report, consequently their re- 
ports are deficient, I returned some for correction, and thus delayed 
my report without any benefit as the corrected reports are equally de- 
feGtive. 

Permit me to say that such will he the case, so long as so many of- 
ficers are required to carry on the gystem, and that without compensa- 
t'ou; my opinion is thatan office that is not worth | paying for, is not 
worth having. My experience confirms me in the opinion suggested 
last fall that a single school officer in each township would discharge 
all the duties required of boards and trustees, and do it more promptly 

.and more satisfatorily than it is done under the present arrangement. 
I find the efficiency of our schools in this county greatly impaired by 
not having suitable books, furniture, apparatus, &c. I would recom- 
mend the passage of an act requiring boards of education to provide 
suitable libaries, furniture, apparatus, &c., to each school house under 
their charge. Also an act limiting the naniber of youths that shall 
compose a school district to not less than fifty. I find that boards of 
education have sub-divided districts, and in many districts have re- 
duced the number of youths to such a small number that it is impos- 
sible to levy, and collect funds sufficient to run tHe schools four months, 


at 
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in each district as is required by law. In Union township there are 
four school districts, and but two school houses; preperations are 
making for the building of two others this fall. There were three 
schools in this township last winter averaging three and one-third 
months. Owing to the indebtedness of one district there was no school 
last year. Henry township is divided into four school districts, and 
had three schools last winter averaging three and one-third months 
each. The fourth district is very small and had no school for want of 
house and means. 

Pleasant township is divided into six school districts, in all of 
which are good log school houses, and had six schools last winter 
averaging two and one-sixth months each. Buffalo township is di- 
vided into seven school districts and has six comfortable school houses, 
four log and two frame. Eleven schools were in operation in this town- 
ship the last year at an average of two and six-sevenths months each. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


David K Young. .......cccsssee rovesoncnonson + se coseno 2 |Elsha Fitzwater..ccccsccccrcccovessrarcseverdensserssccceees 5 
Clayburn Pierson A dye oaod case sseses TA HALO] A isan diites macase 9 
William D Sanford . .. oas n cesses 9 |M V Stephenson.......... eere een o aan ato 
BM Rogers +... commoorn. o ononosonosas ON de: |R W MOTE .eesssssseseo setae soon. + o sespesecessavssossssl 6 
John G Young  .....4.. ese seaesosacoosonssose + 2100. 3 |J L Young........... ler eee sott > soore 3 
WS Legg ZR 5 IN W Shannon ... . ee centran tenent oos 3 
John 8 MOrrits......ccccccscscsccecsssene ssosssosssososeoseoe 4 |I M Bogga. sees eee PROCERES 3 
Hiram LewiB. eo.coreonecorpossa eee eet ee eet rh son 5 |John GWlDD..coonossonecoccnnnsos ecoroorsororoncrsnencaniness 5 
Solomen Reed ——— M en: E 


DODDRIDGE COUNTY—F. J. AsHBURNE, Supt. 


I have spared neither labor nor pains in making use of every means 
within my power to furnish a correct report of the condition of schools 
in this county , but to my no little chagrin I find myself, under present 
circumstances, utterly inadequate to the task. Each of the secretaries 
reported, but the reports were all more or less difficult, and several of 
them lacked most important information. Finding the time growing 
short, and that I could not procure proper reports through the mails, 
I visited some of the clerks in person, and volunteered my assistance, 
but finding them not in possession of the requisite facts and figures, 
the reports still retain their deficiencies. "The reasons assigned by 
them, for this lack of proper papers in their offices, are the failure of 
most of the trustees to report, and a neglect to settle with the sheriff. 
The clerks thus failing to make full reports are L. H. Davis, of Grant, 
S. Norman, of New Milton, G. R. Gain, of McClellan, and F. Williams, | 
of South West, and I might add P. F. Randolph, of New Salem,—all 
good, honest, honorable, well respected citizens—men who have a 


et 
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principle above neglecting any known duty if in their power to per- 
form it. The failure on the part of the trustees is owing mostly, if 
not entirely, to incompetency. ‘There are very few ot the delinquent 
ones, that I know are holding that office, whose names I could give at 
this time. Those that I do know can neither read nor write. 2 

After failing to receive full reports from the clerks, I visited my 
predecessor in office once, and the sheriff twice, in order to procure from 
them, if possible, the statistics that the clerks were unable to give; but 
the former was not in possession of them, and the latter had no time to 
assist me. Therefore, after laboring and studying night and day until 
my brain is in a muddle, and I can venture on no further delay, 1 
am compelled to make out and forward my report with all'its imper- 
fections. 


t 


I visited the greater portion of the schools while in session last 
winter, and would have visited all only for a providential interference. 
Most of the townships are pretty well suppplied with good school 
houses, and nearly all the houses contain black boards and tolerably 
good furniture. While I found most of the schools moderately well 
conducted, there were but few, in every respect, first class. Some of 
the teachers that had received first grade certificates were not giving 
entire satisfaction, 


Central township has five good school houses completed and one in 
progress of construction. When this is finished each school district 
will be supplied. Two of the districts kept their schools in operation 
four months, the others only three, in consequence of a lack of funds, 
and then had to draw upon the building fund to pay school expenses. 
Their levy, like that of the other townships, was too small. 


West Union township has eight frame school hotises, one in each 
school district, all with one or two exceptions good. The teachers in 
this township were mostly very acceptable ones, and their schools well 
conducted. Mr: P. F. Randolph’s, in West Union, might be consid- 
ered a model school. d 


There,are twenty-two colored children in this township between : 
the ages of six and twenty-one years, and two in Central, that could 
be transferred. But there has been no provision made as yet by the 
trustees for their education, although the colored people are importu- 
nate in their solicitations that something be done in that direction. 
I am urging for a school for them, according to the twentieth section 
of the school law, and think they will soon have one. 

There were ten schools taught in this township last winter. Three 
were in operation four months, the others only three months each. 
A lack of funds is the excuse rendered by all the townships, so far as 
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I can-learn, for not keeping their schools 4 open the required length of 
time. 

New Milton township, the largest in area of any one in the county, 
contains nineteen districts. . Seventeen of these are supplied with 
school houses. There was a school taught in each district last winter. 
Some of the teachers were good, and some quite ordinary. None of 
the schools were kept open more than three months, and some only 
two. The zeal of the citizens and officers for schools has outrun 
their means, and the township is badly involved in debt. 

Southwest township is furnished with a good school house in each 
district--nine in number. A school was taught in each of the 
houses last winter. Three were in operation four months, five 
of them three months, and one three and a half months. Not know- 
ing the state of their finances, they did not venture to run the schools 
a longer period of time. 

McClellan township, containing twelve school districts, has only 
eight school houses, and two of them were builtlást spring. There 
was one school in operation four months last winter, three others three 
months each, and another only two months, More than half the town- 
ship was without schools during any part of the year. There are four 
hundred and nine children in the township between the ages of six 
and twenty-one years, and only one, hundred and. fifty-seven of that 
number attehded school. "They say “we ought to have the means to 
run more schools, and to keep them open longer, but we do not know 
what has become of the money." 

. Grant township, embracing eight districts, has only five school 
houses. They promised to build the other. three last summer, and I 
rested content, believing they would do 8o, but from some cause they 


^. have failed. There were schools taught in each of the districts last 


winter; some in rented houses that were very poorly suited to the pur- 
pose. One school was kept open four months, one two months, and 
the others three months each. 

New Salem Independent district is mostly situated in Harrison 
county, but embraces what was tormerly District No. 2, of Grant 
township, of this county. It contains two school houses, both in Har- 
rison county, worth in the aggregate $800. There were three schools 
taught there during the last year, one graded and two eommon. The 
account given in the statistical and financial tables of this report for 
that district is for that portion only whieh is situated in this county. 

Praying and laboring for the increase of knowledge in our land, I 
Submit my report. 


i 


29 FREE SCHOOLS. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATER.. 


C Bland ........ RISE ada ias sni el [Geo W Hutson......sscce essroeseessosssseo E 1 
Hare e ere —— Sese sa vus de veas Vis essen MOM Clalin, cccssscces mE taa d 
E G Smith.....cccscccceesoeees eser A scenes 1 [R V Miler............ "— ds .2 
Henrietta Johnson... ees ee enean aera vests 1 |Martha Hoult........... ——À ———— MQÓ S 
James Cuckler...... .. ee ceecesosees eoo sev soe ve seen ea siendo 2 jMollie Sharp...... ——( NEREA de vsus Near se aessQke 5s gae oe 2- 
D W Rolph ———— .1 [WR McEntire............ eee Sasdsceacetesetaseassséesss a 
JJ Caider.....,..... moussaGuebseseuesacuetenesetssesiees sm... JÖ P Gated]... .... sig Sad dg de ebavevessareneeves PEE 
OA MoMilleM.ccccnnomanarccnosonacoasinonana PERT eesd [EA Orr E ee 
W T Smallwood.......... ee esee eese es eerta eere tun m Perry TTato...............-. O ESEE TEN 3 
Martha J Alen.......... John O Ireland...... rr REER wales sees 4. 
M J Jones .........-. Se J H Benedim ........ 


Amanda Moffett ,..... 
Jackson Y Blair...,.cccscceee 
John W Beverlin... 


Lo Go ha ds Es iot Et 


Silas A Cavalier. Thonias J Robinett 
W W Gabert..... A S Evans .,....cseeee 

H Sowth....... Geo W Fox mesos... s 
D F Randolph .. aves? Es Mary E Charter E 
Dixon ABD....sseccesessses —— € issese ey anes A J Charter ............ . 
L F Randolph ................ ees —— 1 |J W Leach............ — .. 
M W Davis cosccoconsonconacos jecdsissuceheseeas veayseeases eed ¡James Martina......s.csescscecscesenes MEE Hr E. 
Charles L Pohlng.........— eere ON 3 [Judson F Randolph.................... PE O Ee a adas ón 3 
George E ZinM..sersocsasensceereeees ——Á 3 JC A Holmes ....... eeeeeeeesc antenne renati Sé ear aae ee an 2 
LE Rondo Seas space pU PEE 1 [Thomas Hunt.........-. eere eene —— MÀ 3 
J B Joseph . ......... "— endo rere: —À se 2- |J S Archbold............ eee eene entes — air 
A J Rymer........... see ——— ———— [GEO W Ce rm EE 
TL AT t E E R 4 |F M DavViBacoconmacsnsrecacionsanncacnecoca canos —— 14 
J B Cottndaffer.......ccccscccsseses one ETETE 2 |John T Davisson........... gas Vasa doVeesesk E 4 
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FAYETTE COUNTY—H. K. SuuMATE, Supt. 


NO REPORT. 


GILMER COUNTY—N. B. BLAND, Supt. 


Were the county superintendent to perform all the duties of trus- 
tees and boards of education as well as those of county superintendent, 
he might make the report required b aw, There are at least fifty 
per cent. of the officers in the county that are unable to read or write, 
or make a report after the blanks have been given, and shown how to 
fill them. I have used every effort to get a correct report; have gone 
over the county and find it a failure. 

The people are taking an interest in the cause of edueation and 
have donated the old court house, (a new one having been built) for 
the benefit of the Normal School. The oe district of Glen- 
ville will make use of it this winter. The directors have surveyed 
the grounds and are anxious to proceed to bui ding. 


Pd 
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Three teachers were appointed to the Normal School at Fairmont 
from this county. 


TEAOHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Henry Oofer + Messe len 0 eere mtor tnt es 1 [Wm W JohnsOn ooomccconcnnoacono + o soree o poserverera 1 


R R Marshall ...... ..... 1 ¡Jackson Woodford... e. pesse oosonosococonenas 3 
Lawson Hall  ... "e 4$ IPM Btoul... 2. | xle- o3 o 9e urs hu D 
James C Bush ne . d. Xe 2 |B P Chusman.. .. ....« covcnnoso DOPO. 
CB Bush... .... vs oia 2 ¡Ed Lorentz ...... eere e ena ne a censos ot 
Ad Kirkpatrick ... CTs ne ecco E (John M. Holt o... o. cacvvscacscosstccocesovees exe cease 1 
JO Kirkpatnck .. "IS EE SB PE 3 
AN Eivim........ +... arces sesso s ook JB Hi. WeDD- ies scasscevas: sessin sorsas —— — 1 
A J Rymer... 2 (Wr M Kincade 2.0 ok sce oo o suem nes oo 
C W Boggs. - 3 |Jno A Dunlap 1 
Jno H Floyd .. es seo.» 6 see ee eee |S R Johnsen,-... ... ..2 
James M Springston A Cows DREE N 2 {C H Chrisman 3 
James KH Cooper... cesse o se e vee e se. 2 |Jne 8 Withers .. . e.l 
[3i Neo Su 1 |PWBrtffy ...... 3 
Benton Furr. seers s see sare ooo. o seses | Mes V Webb .assesseresesoe soso 1 
F Bf2Balentine,.,.—...  ... eem em an3 RE Holt ...... cooooo sncvvcccnvensavstoccessenvossaves 1 
TEV BROCK: AA A E Laun A Holt.. . dad S | 
B F Conrad iun secs ane. nto vesens Soeccdengencsss 2 BG BOW «ecce osier goess eases cassveccassuses pee | 
Win Sheefer. . soles we NOR $ Mary Dynmch...... A: 


GRANT COUNTY—E. F. VosnER, Supt. 


Enclosed find my fifth annual report. of the free school work in 
Grant county for the year ending 31st August, 1872. 

Our schools have generally prospered and giveu satisfaction, and 
the levies for their support have been made without difficulty and op- 
position. In many instances we had improved schools, such as would 
compare favorably with the schools in any part of this State. Among 
them, those kept at Greenland and on the Alleghany by Messrs. D. 
and J. Hays; at Petersburg by Mr. J. B. Jones and Miss Johnson; at 
Paddysland by Mr. B. T. Cassaday ; at Harmans” by Mr. Jesse Hays 
and Miss J. Stover, and at Johnstensville by Mr. Thomas J. Lemon, 
deserve honorable mention. 

The attendance has been good—much better than manifested by the 
incomplete report I am compelled to submit. We labor, however, 
under our principal difficulties yet,—the chronic evils of the common 
school system all over the State,—the want of competent teachers tor 
all our schools, and, in some instances, the want of well qualified 
secretaries to keep our school accounts in proper order. These de- 
fects once supplied, we know we will go on swimmingly,—floating 
without an obstacle into the good graces of all citizens whose opinion 
on school matters is worth considering. In the list of our teachers, 
you will perceive, that I hava marked the names of those who attended 
other than primarysehools. Theseteachers constitute about one-third 
of the number employed. This is progress, compared with former 
years, and a vast deficiency in regard to the ideal to be attained. When 
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we have once arrived at the position, that all applicants for the: office 
of teacher are at least graduates of a good Normal Scheol and we can 
make a proper selection from that number, then our free schools will 
begin to make considerable impression on the rising generation. _The 
second want mentioned is easier supplied, and it is to be hoped that 
the choice of comptent secretaries for all boards of education will be 
secured by legislative enactment. 

In consequence of the last mentioned defect,smy report is again in- 
complete. Milroy township again makes a very incorrect and unreli- 
able report, which, though returned for correction, has still re-appeared 
jn the old form, aud has, as such, to be incorporated in my report, 
there being no time to return itagain. Union and Grant made nearly 
complete reports, —the main deficiency being that no “balance unex- 
pended” is returned. Some items, also, were not contained in the 
blanks, and therefore not reported by the boards of -the townships and 
independent school districts. Of the latter, the Petersburg district 
only made a complete report. 

Our five publie examinations have been attended by the more enter- 
prising, progressive and alvanced teachers of the county. By such 
itis conceded, that public examinations result in their own benefit 
and advancement, and that they area sufficiently accurate gauge of 
the teachers’ progress and actual standing. Two of our boards have 
adopted a scale of teachers’ salaries, which they forbade the trustees 
toexceed. Our trustees seem generally willing to conform to said scale, 


-whenever it corresponds with the prices generally paid in this part of 
the State. Salaries not in accordance with the teachers grade, ought 


nott o be paid by any board, nor ought tru&tees to enter into such con- 
tracts. But the fact is, our teachers are generally paid at the inverse 
ratio of their merit and grade. There is always grumbling at a No.1 
or 2 teacher receiving the salary due his grade, but No. 4 and 5 teachers 
readily command the pay of No. 3 and 2teachers, Weare thus offer- 
ing a premium for incompetence; and discourage improvement and the 
attainment of a higher grade. Yet the people wonder at the scarcity 
of good teachers! Our crop of inferior teachers continues abundant. 

Such are the results of our system of trustees. 

This county was well represented at the State Teachers’ Association 
which held its annual session at Fairmont, on the twenty-fifth of J une, 
1872, and all who attended expressed their gratification at the in- 

structive and interesting nature of the exercises. In view of the last- 
ing benefits conferred by this association, it is to be hoped that a still 
larger number will attend next years’ session at Martinsburg. Iam 
sorry to have to report that our county teachers' associatien was dis- 
continued last winter. .Although some few of our teachers expressed 
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their desire to continue the organization, it has been judged inexpedi- 
ent on account of the small previous attendance. There ought to be 
a provision in the school law requiring each teacher to devote at least 
one Saturday in each school month to the improvement of himself and 
fellow teachers in the very useful and necessary township institutes, 
and every teachers presence ought likewise to be required at al] meet- 
ings of the county association. 


VISITS TO SCHOOLS. 


Nearly allthe schools we had in operation were visited once and 
some twice. I generally passed half-a-day and sometimes longer, in 
each school, according to exigency. After inspecting the teacher's 
register, 1 would review the classes, either by conducting recitations 
myself or assisting the teacher in charge of the school. Any deficiency 
or possible improvement was pointed out and generally corrected or 
adopted at once. Reforms in the discipline and improvement in the 
arrangement of the classess and the school room were made and diffi- 
culties with parents or teachers adjusted. 


There have been four new school houses completed during the last 
school year; two of them substantial frame bulldings, erected by the 
board of Grant township, which owns the best houses built in the county, 
Two houses still remain to be built in Union and one in Milroy, of 
which two are now under contract. The majority of our school houses 
are now furnished with good desks; but of apparatus we have, besides 
blackboards and a few wall maps and charts, not even a beginning. 
Qur school authorities do not appreciate the importance of apparatus 
and are unwilling to spend even a small amount for that purpose. 

Our independent school distriets are too weak in population and 
resources to establish a good graded school in each and ought to be 
united or abolished. In their present state they do not fulfill the 
conditions imposed by the acts of Legislature incorporating them, and 
merely take the most valuable property and land of the township away 
from general education, for the benefit of the property holders, The 
result is diminished taxation in the independent school districts, and 
increased taxes in the balance of the township; the increase of the 
latter being for this year no less than sixty-six per cent. Unless this 
disparity is counterbalanced by the benefits of a graded or high school 
open to the whole township or county, there is no excuse for such 
special legislation and unequal taxation. Corabined efforts have been 
made to secure a portion of the Peabody fund for the Petersburg dis- 
trict, which could comply with all the conditions imposed, except 
those in regard to enumeration and attendance. 
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COLORED SCHOOLS. 


One at Medley, in Grant township, has been again in operation.— 
Teacher and pupils showed commendable zeal, though the former 
lacked qualification; and the rented building, in which the school is 
kept, is totally unfit for the purpose. A new and substantial house is 
much needed for this district, and will probably be undertaken next 
winter. A school house has now been erected in Milroy township, 
and the school will be in operation next winter. 
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The report which I have the honor to submit, if report it can be 
called, is a sufficient index in itself of the want of interest taken by 
the people of this county in the cause of common school education. 
This apathy arises from various causes—some of which are patent to 
myself, but which it would be invidious to specify. One great and 
at present insuperable obstacle to the successful working of the sys- 
tem is the almost entire want of acquaintance on the ‘part of most of 
the school officers of the county, with the practical working of the 
system, the meagreness of the school law taken with the want of in- 
struction in such matters from any other source within their reach. 
School reports, however multiplied, will not furnish euch information 
as is needed to make school officers efficient. The office of county 
superintendent is at present almost a sinecure. By giving him a liv- 
ing salary the office might be made beneficial to the cause of educa- 
tion, by enabling him to devote his whole time and making it his duty . 
so to devote it, to the care and supervision of the school teachers and 
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scholars. Asitis, it is almost optional with the incumbent of this 
office whether he shall go outside of his office in the performance of 
his duty or not. There is much and timportant work for the county 
superintendent to do outside his office. He cannot do it for nothing. 
The salary at present is so trifling and so conditioned that he cannot 
depend upon it for a support, consequently must follow some busi- 
ness; and when the question arises whether he shall stay at-home 
and business and loose the salary, or earn his per diem, limited so 
ridiculously in the aggregate, and loose ten or a hundred times the 
-amount, it is no failure in duty for him to mind his own affairs, when 
the very pay itself indicates the paltry nature of the service he is ex- 
pected to render. > 
During the last year I obtained through Dr. Sears, the agent of the 
Peabody Fund, for the assistance of free schools in the south, four 
hundred and fifty dollars for the school in Lewisburg, which is not 
mentioned in the report of either Lewisburg township or Lewisburg 
independent district. I also made efforts to secure some assistance 
for the schoolin Frankford, which was practically upon the same foot- 
ing with the school in Lewisburg, anda most thoroughly efficient school 
but was unable to do so, partly from the lateness of the application 
and partly from some irregularities in the articles of agreement be- 
tween the teachers of the classical school of the highest order and the 
board of education, when they were employed to take charge of the 
youths of the district. By properly combining such schools with the 
free school system, such help from the Peabody School Fund could be 
obtained as would’ enable us to prolong the common school iir some 
districts to double the usual length of session of such schools. 
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In looking over the reports of the different townships, it will be 
seen that Springfield and Gore had no school last year. A few monied 
men of some influence persuaded the people that “free schools were 
an imposition,” that the law left it to the assent of the people, to 
have free schools or not; and insisted on a vote being taken, in order 


s 
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to find whether there was not a majority in the township opposed to 
the system. A vote was had anda small majority was given against. 
the system. But a great change in the sentiments of the mass of the 
peopls, began to take place soon after the election; and many ex- 
claimed, * we were great fools to vote against free schools." Certain 
men were found in opposition, because their school tax seemed large, 
and they had no children to be educated. 

The same circumstances occurred in Gore township; and many 
persons, both there and here, who voted in opposition, after due re- 
flection, insisted that a levy should be laid. It was accordingly done 
both in Gore and Springfield; but the sheriff from some cause failed 
t» collect it. Another attempt was made here late in October, to hold. 
another election for the same purpose, and some individuals of wealth, 
without any children, took great pains to ride around among the 
people to find out the general sentiments of them. The result proved 
that so great a change had taken place, that it would be useless to 
have another election, and I know that two violent opponents failed 
to be here on the day appointed for the election. 

I think I can say with much certainty that the great mass of the 
people are now strongly in favor of free schools, and many of them 
rejoice that the new constitution authorizes the establishment of pub- 
lic schools. , D 

The present school law needs considerable changes to make it work 
effectually. I think there are too many officers. There is the board 
of education and a board of trustees, appointed by the board of edu- 
cation, to do pretty nearly the same duties that the board has to per- 
form, none of whom receive any remuneration. Most of those men, 
as far as I know them, have families to support, and it requires con- 
stant attention to their avocation, to insure a support for their fami- 
lies, and they cannot afford to spend their time in working for the 
public. gratuitously. I have frequently heard members of the board 
and also the trustees, complain of this same thing. 

It seems to me it would be better to abolish the board of education, 
and let the people in each township elect some competent person to 
perform all the duties required of the board and trustees, give him a 
salary sufficiently remunerative, and compel him by law rigidly to per- 
"form the duties required. I am firmly persuaded that this, or some 
similar plan would be better than the present one. 

Gors TowwsHrP— There was no school in this township last year. 
A levy was laid in the fall, but the money was not collected. They 
are well supplied with good school houses, but no money was collected. 
to put them in opperation, consequently no return was made by the 
board of education to me, except, that the clerk of the board sent me 
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the number of pupils in the township, and that they had laid a levy 
of twenty-five cents on each hundred dollars of property. - Number 
of pupils in Gore 670. 

RomNEY TowNsHIP—There was a school kept in Romney, last year 
by Miss Kate Steth, of whom the people speak highly. But returns 
from that towhship are so meagre, that little can be made of them. The 
secretary says, the papers that were in the hands ot the former sec- 
retary, (he being now dead,) cannot be found. He says, “1 have 
done the best I could.” There was also a colored school kept there, 
but little said about it.” A school was kept for a short time, but the 
house was accidently burned last winter. 

There was also an excelent schoot kept up the South Branch, eight 
miles south-west from Romney, that was said to give much satisfac- 
tion. It was taught by avery worthy gentleman of the name Arm- 
strong. The county needs many such teachers as he. 

SHERMAN TowNsHIP—They have some excellent teachers in that 
township, and the eause of free schools seems to be prospering there. 
There is a great draw back, and this for the want of good teachers, 
and I fear this will continue to be the case for some time yet. Iknow 
one young man in that township who is anxious to become educated 
expressly for a teacher, and I am sure he will take my advice and go 
as soon as he can to one of our Normal schools. I wish I could find 
fifty that I could send. I look to an efficient force of teachers in West 
Virginia, as one on which to found our brightest hopes. 

BLOOMERY TowNsHiP—In regard to Bloomery, the system of free 
schools seems to work well, but its efficiency is retarded there, by the 
same that exists in all the townships, namely, good teachers. There 
are some good teachers in Bloomery, but a majority and more are not 
qualified as teachers, and it is impossible for our schools to accomp- 
lish what is to be hoped Hom them, until better talents are found in 
our teachers. 

The board of education talked some months since of building a new 
frame school house. At their requst I sent them a draft for.the house, 
seats, &c; don’t know that it is done. 

Caron TowxsurP—Capon, I think, is making more progress than 
some of her sister townships. The cause seems to be, that they have 
a better corps of teachers and an excellent board of education—men 
who seem to take a deep interest in our school system. They have 
good school houses, some very good; and I am pleased to be ableto . 
say, that there seems to be an increasing interest among the people in 
favor of free schools. , 

MILL CREEK Townusurp—T iior very little to say in regard to Mill 
Creek. An act of the last Legislature restored it back'to Hampshire. 
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The clerk of the board there, sent me (after some trouble in writing 
two or three letters,) the number of pupils in the township—two hun- 
dred and twenty-five, and afterwards sent me a statement of the 
dimension and arrangement of the building. I approved of their plan 
in part, and gave them some directions in regard to its internal 
arrangement, but I have not heard whether it was built or not. I 
know two men who expect to teach there this winter; both pretty 
well qualified. 

SPRINGFIELD TowNsHir—We have no schools in this township this 
“fall, and will have none I presume, as there are no funds collected for the 
purpose. The board of education and trustees, have been repairing 
the academy at a cost of some $200.00, with a balance of building fund 
on hand, and now when their building is in a good state of repair, 
there are no funds to run the schools. The people are clamorous for 
a school, but are willing to await the action of the Legislature. 

All the school -houses necessary for the township have been built 
and indeed one or two more than is wanted. They are rejoicing here 
at the thought of having our free school perpetuated, and are looking 
forward with pleasing anticipations to the happy future that is to come 
to the rising generation from the advantages it.is to derive from our 
free school system. We have four hundred and nine pupils in this 
township, and but one little subscription school. — 

In conclusion, the principal cause of the delay in making return in 
good time, has beeñ because some of the boards have been so tardy in 
making return to me, although I urged them repeatedly to do so. 
And although they at last came, they are so imperfect that they are 
by no means as satisfactory as they ought to be. 

There is an almost entire want of uniformity between the head- 

. ings in the blanks of the returns of the boards of education and the 
blanks for these reports. What is required in one, ought to be in the 
other. 
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HANCOCK COUNTY —Tuomas C. CAROTHERS, Supt. 


I have the honor herewith to send you my third annual report. 

The close of another school year finds the system growing in public 
favor, and more efficient in producing good results. 

Burner Townserp—Has seven school districts, each supplied with 
a comfortable school house. Three of the houses are furnished with 
the improved style of desks, and seats, giving them a very neat and com- 
fortable appearance. Five male and two female teachers were employed. 
A Township Teacher's Institute was formed, and a number of very in- 
teresting and profitable meetings were held. Teachers, school officers, 
patrons and pupils, all attended, and the good influence exerted, was 
clearly manifested in all the schools connected with the Institute. <A 

“number of school officers of this township are making their influence 
felt for good upon the schools. 

Cray Towxsurr—Has four districts and one union graded school; 
the latter in the borough of New Cumberland. The union school 
building i is an excellent one, well furnished, and the others good with 
a single exception, which, doubtless, will soon be replaced by a suita- 
ble house. In some of the districts commendable zeal was shown in 
improvement of schools, The union graded school commenced its ca- 
reer with the beginning of the school year, and succeeded even beyond 
the expectations of its warmest friends. Four male and “four female 
teachers were employed in the township, and generally did their work 
well. E 

Grant TowNsHip—Has six districts, with four good school houses, 
and two that are not so well adapted to school purposes. Five male 
and two female teachers were employed, a change of teachers being 
made in one of the schools during the term. Some of theschoolsmade : 
decided improvement, coming up from the back ground to the very 
front rank. Patrons manifested their interest by frequent. visits, and 
pupils by their good behavior and diligence in study, made their schools 
both pleasant and profitable. 

Por. TowNsuip—Has four districts and four comfortable school 
houses. '"lhree' male and two female teachers were employed during 
the winter term, and one male and one female teacher during the 
summer term. A change of teachers was made in one ofthese schools 
during the winter term. Some of the schools deserve commendation 
for good behavior, attention to study and prompt recitations. 


TEACHERS, 


As a class, are still improving. One great drawback is that we are 
compelled so frequently to change. Our best teachers are leaving us 


End 
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or quitting the business, and their places have to be filled by raw re- 
cruits. These generally do as well as they can, but it is not to be ex- 
pected that they can succeed as well as those of more experience. 
. When we have a sufficient supply of teachers in our own county, 
and remunerate them according to the labor they perform, we may 
certainly expect still greater.advancement in our schools. 


VISITATION. 


— 


A short time was spent in each school, (with two exceptions,) noting 
the attention to study, manner of recitation, and general behavior of 
pupils. Teachers method of conducting school was also carefully 
noted. Remarks were made to the pupils, with an effort to impress 
them with the absolute necessity of diligence in study, and correct- 
ness in conduct, if they would really be benefitted. A number of: 
schools were reported, as having received visits from school officers 
and patrons. 


SUGGESTED CHANGES IN THE LAW. 


Abolish the office of district trustee, which seems to be a useless 
appendage to the system, requiring about three times the necessary 
number of officers, hindering the successful management of the schools 
by township boards of education, and operating so as to prevent accu- 
rate statistical reports being made. An argument to establish the 
correctness of these statements is deemed unnecessary, as the facts 
must be apparent to all conversant with the working of the system. 

The number of members of the boards of education for each town- 
ship might be increased to one from ‘each school district, or say six 
members, allowing no tio to be elected from the same district, if so 
many as six are in the township. Give this board the power to ap- 
point a president and secretary of their own number, and a collector 
of school tax, who shall not be a member of the board. Authorize 
them to levy the tax, employ the teachers, fix their salaries, and have 
general supervision of the schools, arranging so that each school in 
the township shall have the same length of school term. 

These changes will give the boards of education more power suc- 
cessfully to manage the schools, collect more of the tax, with fewer 
delinquents, and enable them promptly to make the necessary school 
reports, which under the present system has proved an impossibility. 

Rection ten should be amended so.as to provide for the manner in 
which tuition of pupils of a village, living in a different county or 
township from which they attend school shall be paid. 

Section fifty-two should be changed to read, “the county superin- 
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tendent shall visit the schools, dc,” instead of “may visit, £c.”” This 
is one of the most important duties of his office, and when properly 
discharged, the most likely to be productive of good results. 

Section thirty-one should be altered so as to require the grade of 
each teacher to be marked in each branch upon which he is examined. 
This would show the standing precisely, which the present method 
fails to do. 

Section forty-four should have the clause, “ with the assent of the 
voters of the township” stricken out. It is treated as a practical 
nullity, because the assent of the yoters is presumed when they elect 
officers to discharge the identical duty specified in the section. The 
fee for examination of teachers provided in section fifty-one should be 
reduced. It is too much of a tax on a class that receive little re- 
muneration.at best. 

CONCLUSION. 


* 


In closing, I feel like expressing my congratulation on the success- 
ful working of the system, and express the-hope that the time is rap- 
idly approaching when all intelligent, thoughtful parents will send 
their children to school, with the definite instruction that their con- 
duct in school. their attention to study, and their general deportment. 
must be right, not merely because the teacher requests it, but because 
they, the parents, insist upon it, and will see that their instructions 
will be strictly carried out. When that period arrives, what models 
our schools will be. May the time be hastened. 
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I have the honor herewith to transmit my report of the: condition of 
the public schools in Hardy county, for the year ending August Sl, 
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1872. Fear is entertained that it will not be received in time for the 
printed report to be furnished the legislature. The following facts 
will sufficiently indicate to whom blame sbould attach: 

On the first day of August, I forwarded to each of the boards of trus- 
tees throughout the county, a blank trustee’s report accompanied by 
acircular letter, calling their attention to the section of the law re- 
quiring the report and urging an immediate and satisfactory compli- 
ance therewith. I also wrote the secretaries of the boardsof educa- 
tion, calling for their repbrts at the time prescribed by law. Notwith- 
standing these efforts on may part, only one report reached me by 
August thirtieth, namely that from Capon township. The report from 
Moorefield township was»received September twentieth, and that. 
from Lost-river township, not until first of November. So that, what- 
ever errors might exist no time was afforded to return for correction. 

The report from Moorefield township is complete as to its items. 
How nearly accurate they are, I am not prepared to say. lam very 
well assured of the fact that but few trustee's reports wore available 
for reference, and that the secretary was forced to obtain most of his 
information from other sources. 

The schools in the township were, one ‘graded, two primary for 
colord children, and sixteen primary for white children. The people 
by a vote regularly taken in township meeting, expressed the desire 
that the schools should be continued for a period of six months, and 
the levy was laid accordingly. I believe all the primary schools were 
continued for this period. The graded school, by voluntary contribu- 
tions from the patrons of the school; and a generous donation on the 
part of Dr. Sears, from the Peabody fund of $450.00; was continued 
the full term of fen months, with gratifying results to all concerned. 
The colored schools were kept up the full term of six months with an 
average attendance of forty-three males and thirty-one females, out of 
a population for the township of one hundred and fifty-two colored 
youths. Although the primary schools were continued throughout 
the township for the full period ofsix months, yet the daily attendance 
fell so low, (in some instances to two or three scholars,) towards the 
close of the term, that the people seemed satisfied, that for the present 
at least, the primary schools could not be profitably continued for a 
longer period than four months. “In consequence of this opinion the 
` period was by a vote of the people fixed at four months for the present 
school year, and the levy has been laid accordingly. 

There were no schools in Capon township in consequence of the levy 
having been voted down by the people. The repot from the township 
is therefore necessarily meagre. A levy of five cents on the hundred 
dollars was made for building purposes. The peoplg.ef this township ` 
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have again, for this year voted down the levy, and it is more than 
probable that they will again have no public schools. I cannot give a 
satisfactory reason for these repeated failures on the part of the people 
to sanction the levy. As to the effect of this action on the part of the 
‘people, I have to offer the following statement from the last report of 
the board of education : 

* According to the reports of the- truestes 
all the youths in districts, numbers three and five? and three-fourths 
of those in district number four, are deprived of the privilage of any 
means of education by the suspension of the public schools, making 
in these three districts alone three hundred and forty-five youths. 
The other two districts (numbers one and two,) have made no report 
in rou NP to this fact, but have a total of one hundred and twelve 
youths." 


The report from Lost-river township came inlate, and when received 
was found to be incomplete and in various ways defficient. I have 
made the most of it possible, but was not able to supply all the omis- 
sions. The effort was made, I believe in good faith, to carry out the 
wishes of the people as expressed at the polls, and have a sufficient 
fund from the levy, in addition to the amount received from the State, 
to run the schools four months, but the fund fell short, and most of 
the schools were closed [after having three months continuance. The 
amount of the levy for school purposes was fifteen cents on the hundred 
dollars. I have reccived an official notice of the fact that the levy re- 

"quired by law has been, made for the present year. I have had, so 
far, no oportunities for collecting material fov further remarks of a 
general character, having only entered upon the duties of my office. 
January 21, 1872. os 

The defects in the present school law and the changes necessary, 
were so fully discussed in the annual report, from the general superin- 
tendent for last ycar, that but few points can possibly be added. 1 
will venture to suggest; zthat were a minimum period for continuing’ 
the primary schools fixed by law, and a vote only authorized when it 

' was thought advisable to extend this period, the: great trouble 
caused by the forty-fourth section as it now stands would be effectu- 
ally removed.  . 

There should be separate, distinct and specifie provisions for the 
graded school,as speedily as possible; there should be established in 
each eounty at least one high school, and in each township at least 
one graded school. The school trustee should, ex offiecio, be a member 
of the board of edueation. In order to facilitate the trustee's reports, 
the teachers should be required to furnish a term register to the board 
of education. This term register might appear upon the blanks 
furnished for the trustee's reports. - 
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HARRISON COUNTY—Crucer W. SMITH, JR., Supt. 


I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report of the con- 
dition of free schools in Harrison county. Itis proper that I should 
here make some acknowledgment of the valuable assistance very kind- 
ly rendered during the last year, by yourself in gıving me the benefit 
of your counsel upon many questions, arising in this county, under 
the school law. 

The careless manner imwhich many of the school officers in this 
county have exercised their functions, has caused some complications 
that have not yet been entirely settled. Butin comparing the present 
condition of the schools in Harrison county, with their last year, and 
for several years previous, it will readily appear that the practical ope- 
rations of the present system become much smoother and more satis- 
factory, as the system becomes better understood. It is a matter of 
profound regret that a common failing with many of our teachers isa 
want of exact scholarship, while at the same time itis a gratification 
to report that there are many engaged in the work of teaching in this 
county, who do credit to their vocation. The school houses in this 
county are in general comfortable and commodious, and, with a few 
exceptions, as well located as the nature of the country will permit. 
In the month of October, 1871, a school house in District No. 3, in 
Sardis township was burned, but whether by accident or an incendiary 
is not known. The board of education of said township have since 
changed the lines of said district, and selected a site for a new school 
house at a considerable distance from the oldsite. In consequence of 
these changes, which in my opinion were proper and necessary, much 
contention has been carried on between the inhabitants living on the 


* 
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east and west side of the dividing mountain, which contention has 
brought the case of litigation upon the board of education, and de- 
prived the children of the district of the benefit of free schools. An 
injunction, restraining the board from erecting a school house in the 
new site, was obtained by the faction thinking itself agrieved, and the 
matter is now pending for determination in the circuit court—whose 
jurisdiction in the case is denied by the board of education, and, in 
my opinion, properly so. It surely would be a burden to the circuit 
court, and a township to the people, if that court should have to exer- 
cise the duties that are by our school law committed to the discretion 
of the board of education, thus making a community suffer the vexa- 
tiens of “the law's delay” in a chancery suit, which witholds for the 
time the enjoyment of the privileges of free schools. 

In some townships there has been some varaince between the boards 
of education and district trustees, concerning the authority affiixing 
the teacher's salaries, the trustees claming that they have the exclu- 
sive right to agree upon the amount of compensation the teachers shall 
receive, and the boards holding that the salaries of teachers cannot 
exceed a certain amount fixed upon by them. Upon this question I 
would be glad to receive instruetions from the state-department. In 
district number ..., in Coal twonship, a teacher was employed at fifty ~ 
dollars per month by two trustees contrary to the wishes of the third 
trustee, and the wishes of the families of said district, and for a long 
time only one pupil attended the school. The board of education 
viewed this matter as a fraud, and refused to pay the teacher, who 
thereupon brought suit and obtained a judgment against the members 
of the board, who very energetically defended in the controversy. 
This and other cases in this county have combined to lead me to the 
belief that school trustees, as now constituted, are an injury to our 
school system. The fault, however, is perhaps to a greater extent, 
owing to the incompetency of the trustees themselves, than to the 
system under which the fault exists. The committee appointed to 
settle with boards of education in this county have not completed their 
settlement; only five of the ten townships have been investigated. 
The records of the boards of education have beén kept in such an im- 
perfect manner that it was not without great difficulty the committee 
¿could make these settlements. In several townships we find almost a 
total disregard of law. The boards of education allowing themselves 
pay for their services, and employing and paying teachers having no 
certificates to teach school. We also fine in some townships that 
drafts have been issued by treasurers unauthorized by the boards, and 
treasurers having paid drafts in both school and building fund, not 
signed by the president of the board. "Trustees have been drawing 
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pay without any apparent evidence of having filed their-certificates of 
qualification, orders from trustees, monthly registers, or any other 
vouchers as required by law. In the five townships investigated ` we 
find the following balances in favor of the townships : 
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Of this amount dete das m PE to m office of the clerk of 
the circuit court for collection $3,939.89 ; amount of said delinquencics 
since paid over to the sheriff and committee $1,000,00. 

The settlements not yet filed are yet subject io revision. The com- 
mittee have requested me to report that at the end of the school year, 
there had been no settlements made with the sheriff as treasurer and 
collector of the county. Jam informed, however, that the sheriff has 
of late been very deligent in making his settlements with the boards 
of education. 

I regret very much to report that there has been much complaint 
about the schools that are held in the Academy, in Clarksburg. There 
was a time when this Academy ranked as one of the first class educa- 
tional institutions west of the mountains, but now many of our citizens 
refuse to send their children to it, preferring to sustain in a flurishing 
condition two private schools, one of which charges at the rate of fifty 
dollars per year, for each pupil. The report of the secretary of the 
board of education of the independent district in Clarksburg, shows, 
as will be seen by referrence to the statistical and financial tables 
hereunto attached, that the cost of eduction per pupil in Clarksburg, 
is twenty dollars and thirteen cents. Notwithstanding, this great 
expenditure of the public school money, many of our citizen en- 
tirely repudiate the school they pay so dearley for. Some reform is 
necessary, but I leave it to others to suggest the remedy. It is to be 
hoped that our people will give their earnest attention to the election 
soon to be held of proper school commissioners in this district. It is 
not to be expected that men who do not appreciate the advantages of 


thorough education will wisely manage our educational institu- 
tions. I will not presume to make any suggestions for changes in the" 


schoo: law as requested by you in official circular, and in several in- 
formal occasions, because I am convinced that our present system 
when its subordinate departments are managed by efficient officers 
under the direction of judicious supervisors, is admirably calculated 
to elevate the condition of society in our young State, according to 
the humane intentions of the founders of our free school system.” 
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JACKSON COUNTY—Geo. B. Crow, Supt. 


Three hundred and fifty school officersin Jackson county! Is it any 
wonder that my report is late, incomplete, and in many respects unre- 
liable? No. ‘The wonder is that I am able to report at all, when such 
a multitude of men have to be waited on, te furnish the material. It 
is now nearly three weeks since, under the law, it was the duty ofthe 
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secretaries of the several boards to make their reports. In thé mean- 
time, I have communicated with each of them, either by letter or by 
person, and urged upon them the necessity of complying with the law 
in this respect. Three of the five townships in this county, have fur- 
nished imperfect reports, the remaining two no reports at all. 

There are some suggestions that I desire to make, through your 
honor, to the legislature, with the hope of remedying this growing evil, 
for I believe that the trustees and teachers pay less attention to the 
making of the reports required of them every year. I would suggest 
the propriety of doing away with two hundred or two hundred and 
fifty of the school officers of this county, and in proportion all over 
the state. I would abolish the township boards of education, and 
bury forever the present trustee system. In lieu thereof, would pro- 
pose-enlarging the powers of the county superintendants, or creating 
a county board of education, composed of the superintendant and two 
commissioners, who should meet at stated periods, say once a month, 
and who should have general supervision of the schools of their county, 
determine the salary of the teachers for the county, having due re- 
gard for the grades of their certificates, apportion the school money 
among the districts of their county, lay the levy for school and build- 
ing purposes and who, alone, should be authorized to issue orders on 

.the sheriff, on account of either fund. 

The next officer in dignity should be a trustee, one for each school 
district in the county, to be appointed by the county board, or super- 
intendent, who should have supervision over the school house in his 
district, see that the same was kept in repair, and property furnished 
with apparatus, fuel,&c. Said expenses, when properly presented, 
should be audited and allowed by the county board. Further, make 
itthe duty of the teachers, assisted by the trustees of their respective 

' districts, immediately on the termination of their respective schools, 
to report to the county board such matters as the legislature may re- 
quire, concerning the schools and school property in their district. 

I think it was a mistake, to which may be attributed a great degree 
of the negligence which is so fearfully manifest among the school of- 
ficers of the state, ¿in the legislature not providing that persons con- 
nected with the school system should be paid a reasonable compensa- 
tion. Reason, as well as law, teaches us that when nothing is given, 
nothing should be expected. 

“Taxation shall be uniform,” and yet some townships pay only one 
dollar tax whilezothers,.and invariably the poorer ones, pay two; so I 
would suggest a county; school tax, in the room, and instead of the 
present township tax for Schools; this county tax should be collected 
in time to be so that it could be appropriated early in the fall, say at 
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the time the state fund is apportioned. Can this be done? I leave the 
legislature to answer. Under -the present system, the state fund 
should be appropriated by this time, while the. ticket for the township 
levies are scarcely made off. How, then, is it possible for any district 
to know what amount of money is due until, perhaps, long after the 
schoo] has terminated. The sheriff has till the first Monday in May 
in each year to make out his delinquent list, and until that list is re- 
turned and the sheriff’s commissions properly calculated, it is impos- 
sible to apportion the levy with any degree of accuracy. Of course 
we can “guess at it," but I observe that from having a number of 
guessors, and some of them poor ones, that our financial condition is 
in avery unsettled and unsatisfactory condition, some of the districts 
having overdrawn while others have had no schools at all for the past 
year. E 

I hope my brother superintendants will be able to report the finan- 
cial workings of the present system more favorable. 

The newly elected school officers should, if possible, assume the re- 
sponsibilities of their several offices on the same day that the school 
. year begins; a great deal of confusion could thus be avoided. In 
short, 1 think the entire system needs assorting, cleansing ane simpli- 
fying. 

: We have had in operation. during thg past year, eighty-three com- 
mon schools, and one graded In five districts there were no schools 
taught. 

We are organizing this fall, under an act of the legislature creating 
an independent district at Ripley, a graded-school with Warren Mil- 
ler as principal. Prof. Wells is at the head of the graded school at 
Ravenswood, The youths of Jackson can prepare themselves, at either 
of the last mentionéd schools, to enter the sophomore class of most 
colleges. . 

Mill Creek township has failed to report. V. S. Armstrong, David 
Cole and G. W. Statts constitute the board, with Wm. T; Greer as 
Secretary. They take refuge behind the trustees, who, it seems, have 
failed to report. 


Grant township has also failed to report. Ihave written.twice to D. 
' Hale, Secretary, but have had no response... 
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JEFFERSON COUNTY—Wwm. L. Wirsox, Supt. 


I have the honor, herewith, to present my report of the condition 
and work of the free schools of this oounty for the school year, end- 
ing September 30, 1872: 

My connection with these schools dates from the first day of Janu- 
ary, last. In my first efforts to acquaint myself with their condition 
and management, I encountered the discouraging fact that there was 
a very general ignorance or neglect of the school law, upon the part, 
of the local boards and the subordinate school officers. This was due 
in part to the fact that some changes had just occurred in the niem- 
bership of these boards, and to other reasons, which I need not here 
mention. 

Some of the boards of education were crippled by long standing 
debts, others were moving forward without information as to their re- 


sources or liabilities. ‘ 
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My first labors were with a view to remedy these evils; to com- 


municate among all parties a more exact knowledge of their duties 
and responsibilities, and to rescue our schools from the deadening in- 
cúbus of debt. By abridging the school session in some townships, 
(although in no case did the schools remain open less than six months,) 
and pushing the settlement of back claims, [ believe our boards of 
education have generally been able to enter upon the current school 
year, unembarrassed by debt, and with the expectation of conducting 
a successful school session, in most cases, of quite ten months. 

All of them, Iam sure, begin with a much clearer conception of 
their legitimate” mode of operation. 

Other obstacles yet to be overcome will disappear, as the manage- 
ment of the schools increase in certainty and efficiency. We need 
more good teachers, teachers of better attainments and more exclu- 
sively devoted to that special vocation; a want which will doubtless 
be satisfied, as the compensation and the length of the school sessions 
become ample and certain. 

There are several points in this county ahead good graded schools 
would flourish and ought to be established, and except for.the ap- 
proaching modification of our school machinery to adapt it to the new 

State organization, the attempt would have been made to establish one 
or more with the beginning of the present school year. 

There are several modifications in our school law which it is 
conceived would make it more simple and more certain, but as some 
of these have already been brought to the attention of the legislature, 
and as the new constitution itself will compel others, I will not enter 

into detail. 

I will suggest the incongruity of requiring a county superintendent 
to report for the year ending on September 30, when the actual school 
year ends August 3l, and all reports made to him are for the latter. 

I wil further suggest the propriety and expediency of allowing 

greater latitude than 1s now permitted in the selection of text-books 
for our publie schools. So much scholarship and attention have late- 
ly been given to the preparation of elementary school books, and such 
rivalry sometimes exists between different series, that thore are, in 
each one of the studies prescribed for our publie schools, several sets 
of books of equal and very great excellence. A liberty of selection, 
therefore, limited by such restrictions as have been found necessary in 
other States to guard against sudden and capricious changes, would 
doubtless be more satisfactory to those who conduct the schools, prove 
peculiarly beneficial to those who purchase the books, and at the same 
time withoutinjuring the schools, do away with unnecessary monopo- 
ly and invidious distinction. I have no changes which I wish to sug- 
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gest, but in my opinion, at least two sets of text-books, in each study, 
should be given, in order to allow some selection. 

The report which I forward is incomplete in some respects. Espec- 
ially has it been difficult to secure exact financial statistics ; in -some 
cases, because books have been negligently kept; in others, Because of 
tecent changes in the office of secretary of the board of education. 
This defect is particularly marked in the report from Middleway town- 
ship, but I am happy to add that, in no one of our seven townships are 
the schools managed with more regard for the requirements of the 
school law, or the school accounts and records kept with more care 
and accuracy, than in this one. ` 

In conclusion, I would say that the free schools of Jefferson county, 
if yet very far from what they ought to be, and from what they can be 


with wise and economical administration, are such as to encourage the 


hope that they will eventually fill the wide field of usefulness now 
opening before them. 

P. S.—I omitted to mention that two new school houses, both brick, 
ornate and commodious, have been built during the year. 

As matter of information I append the levy made by the several 
boards of education for the current school year; sufficient in most. 
eases to carry the schools through a ten months session, and to pro- 
vide for the wants of the colored children. 


For school purpeses. For building purposes.. 


Charlestown townsbip...... ^. 5 cents. 114 cents. * 
Harper's Ferry township. ———— eÓ . . 30 cents. 

Bolivar township.......... . . .. 30 cents. 

Shepherd township... .. 12 cents. 8 cents. 
Potomac townsh1p..... m ... 8 cents. 2 cents. 
Osburn township...... .. ———— » 15 cents. 5 cents. 


MIDELEWAY TowNsHIP.—Gross amount levied, $2,307.98, in this 
township. The illness of the assessor prevented "his copy of assess- 
ment reaching the board when the levy was first made, and I have 
received no report since that time. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 


Francis E Pollard ... -..214|John Hess .... sesse .... 

Laura C Strider..... ..l |David S Noble 

E E Griffin...... .... sassa ..9 {John H Logie 

EJ WilliaWM8.orcnonacoonnvaneras soeces conernanes 00.0. «l ¡Chas M Vulko..ocoorconcononnoncerenncneaonoso brenvo seenesens 114. 
Lucy J Hedges..... su oanoneosonoronnonocartosarinso v» Govan 3 lAlvernon Cross............eeecee eene eene eene reos ote so nena 2 
Jesse Robinson....-«« coronan &^ cede vasca Ros des KU Se E Te eh 2 ¡Jos Bariy... .......... Ep "n 
Gurdon H Pendleton ....... Lalo sbeeseeseveeccenonseseren 134| Casaie G Haines ... lessen noo osanonseronenanos 114 
Mary MoeCaleb.......... ————Q 1% Mie —— 2 
Wynkoop Lemen ...... como cccsescnee ente eene esee tenue 3 [Alfred B Wilson, colored ........ see csossee os oe 8 
Enos Wilson . .. seseseesesseossese tnra ——— 21 yA Mary B Carter............... ——— M 1% 
Anme McDamel .............. Mod RN HE cre COLOTE vices: crono saspe nuu n conan ono oe 2 
Thos B Beall...... ren conovonraceano ce 00. eese vonsaranos 2 G HC Backus. ecomomsomos oem.» ennt ene rennen tnn 12 
Rebecca N Arc] o. coco conven sess on o eere c +» [Drusilla Fleming. .. ee .o eee toe neenon ta 00.2 
Wm Thomas ........... een se ——— E Wm Hopewell AAA 1 $ 
T G POWOE.1 5 vteeiideviet esses Senses oen vao 6 ESTS ete 1 [Francis P Lynch.. "e > 
Daniel W Berder... Cries "aie ete 14 Ruth H Barnes. — M — —À 12€ 
James H Triplett............... e. oo C(——— 34 Marcia E Levett, TT AA 3 
Thos N Ball. C ——— John A Blake ..... ....... es. ERR 8 
Fannie V Miller............,..  ceeesee eeeeee ee eene enne 2 Jas D Wigginton.. sse sse e» 2s 
Virginia McQuaide.. ...... « 134D L Balls, colored... ...... 


Bettie Garrett — Louie cies s Mivensvacccavacesaee sce 1 [Mary E Frankhn, colored . 
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KANAWHA COUNTY—W x. L, HINDMAN, Supt. 


I herewith transmit my third annual report of the public schools of 
Kanawha county. The demand for this report, at an earlier date than 
usual, has rendered it less complete than my former reports. 

Although trustees seldom if ever perform their duties in reporting 
to the board of education, yet the schools are progressiag finely. 

The school officers and people of this county are very much in favor 
of employing teachers that are born and bred among us, men and 
women whose characters have been scrutinized all their lives, by those 
whose children they are to teach and control. By pursuing this poli- 
oy, we have raised up at home a great many young gentlemen and 
young ladies, by whose instrumentality, teaching is becoming honor- 
able, and the people are realizing many benefits. 

As it will become the duty of the legislature which meets in No- 
vember, to either give us a new school system, or continue the present 
system in force, I trust it will not be considered impertinent for me to 
give my humble opinion of the kind of system that would be best 
adapted to our State and our people; for neither our State nor our 
people are exactly the same as any other State or people; hence their 
school systems, or a mixture of them is not the best for us. 

Of the present school system, and its administration, I would say 
that we have too many officers, too much minutiz to report, and too 
little reporting. The remedy, as I conceive, lies in a reduction of of- 
ficers, and the allowance of a reasonable compensation to those who 
perform their official duties. In commerce, we usually find that ar- 
ticles of the greatest value demand the greatest price. The late con- 
vention, for framing à new constitution for this State, increased the 
salaries of the judges on the supposition that it would secure men for 
these offices of a higher grade of talent than heretofore. If education 


is the most valuable thing in the State, as some contend, and as Ido- 


not dispute, why not give those who are engaged in the necessary labor 
of operating the the school gystem a just compensation ? 

Why not pay the trustee or the school commissioner, whose time is- 
his money, for the day he necessarily loses from his farm, as well as 
the State Superintendent his salary of fifteen hundred, or his expenses 
ineurred by traveling? l 

The only objection that 1 can see to paying them is, that they are 
generally poor men, and society does not require them to dress £o fine, 
and live so high as it requires the higher officers to do. 


Are trustees and boards of education necessary? Tf they are pay 
them what is just, if not abolish their offices. The application and in- 
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ference which I made of this, is, that better pay would bring in better 
reports, or that as no pay yield no reports, just pay would yield correct 
and complete reports. 

The duties of these officers fall for the most part on poor men who 
would be content with small pay, and who if paid would do good ser- 
vice, but who without pay do exceedingly little. 

To indicate some of the leading features of what I humbly con- 
ceive to be a system that would work well in this State, permit me to 
observe: 

_Let one commissioner or trustee (as he may be called,) be elected 
by the people in each school district; give him all the powers and du- 
ties that the three trustees now have. Let the several commissioners 
of the magisterial district constitute tho board of education for that 
district with all the powers of the present board of education, except 
laying the levy. When a debt is created or a liability incurred hy a 
trustee, make it his duty to report itat once to the board of education, 
and when the board receives this report let it report to the county 
superintendent forthwith all the debts and liabilities incurred by the 
trustee and the board itself. Let the county superintendent keep an 
exact account by school districts for the whole county, of all moneys 
appropriated by the several districts and the debts of the same, and let 
all claims be paid by his order drawn on the county treasurer. 

Get the county court lay the levy for school purposes, and settle at 
stated times with the county superintendent and hold him accounta- 
ble for a correct distribution of all school moneys, both State and 
county. Let the sheriff be ex officio treasurer of the county school. 
fund, and collect the same as other taxes. By this system we could 
see ata glance the exact standing of each school district, and what 
has been done with its money. 

It hàs not been my design in this report to make an exhibition of 
my love of the free school.system, or my devotion to popular edu- 
cation. Noone who knows me can doubt my attachment to free 
schools, but the law-making power should keep in view the fact that 
we have in our State two classes of people. The one desires to edu- 
cate its children at the free schools exclusively, the other prefers the 
private.or select school; in other words they wish to appropriate 
their own money in their own way, to the education of their children. 
Though the poorer class is much the larger, the latter is at least re- 
spectable'in number; and as no law should be passed on any other 
subject, the ultimate object of which is not the good of the whole 
people, so should it be in legislating upon matters of education. Mi- 
norities should be respecied, and not forced by positive enactments, 
£o send their children to publie schools, as it is in some States, nor 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 47 


he, by exorbitant taxation deprived of the means of sending their 
children to select schools. In a qualified sense, children are the 
property of the State, and should have provided for them by the State 
schools wherein they could be taught the rudiments of a good English 
education. But four months in the year is sufficient for that purpose, 
and a longer period is in many instances oppressive to the tax payers 
of rural districts. Hence, no county, or section of a county, should 
be permitted to tax the people to keep its schools in operation for six, 
eight or ten months in the year, without the consent of all the tax 
payers. 

It will be seen from the statistical and financial report, that the 
townships of Charleston, Jefferson and Poca, together with the indepen- 
dent school district of St. Albans, have not made any report this 
fall. I report for them the levy, the enumeration of youth, and the 
amount of State school fund appropriations to them, which items I 
get from my own office. 

Í have examined in the last year one hundred and nineteen teachers 
with their grades as follows, to-wit: 

No. receiving, grade No. 1, ——— pr 
No. receiving, grado No 2 .. ou 00000 e —— — , CORO |: 
No. receving, grade No 3 

4 


No. 1eceiving, grade No acs : SCIRE: 
No. receiving, grade NO. HD... emos oooo se sevnnons sene enean ntn cos on rennen 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 


a 


"^W J Spruce Em See. snmmo s. oL Jobn S Bowen ...... .. 2 
Hugh E Judge. .. La A10 V Hansford wack 

John € 'Chomae, Jr.. .. l|Mies Nancy Spriggle A ead e 

Mrs H H Snyder... Giese vs .. 4| Morris Griifith........... feneevesence com wanes 

W EB DOOMIES iaccéeosé ect cenbs ao eoa paru Fen reos 21R O Varr. ...... RHENO E : 
J E Hoffman..... sesveeve sasar essessd| Moses Hall, colored . 

Lida E McIntire... e. . 2|Moses Bud cados 

Mis MeGwigim —. 4. lorem ETE llJames H Kirnison . are n 
Mise Annie M. Russel. wee eee vee cee oe "2| Miss Fannie L Slack... . m 


. 
El 
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HFAultz.. +... 
Delaney Hammock .. 


+ «¡Samuel Jarretí......e. es coves can ove 
oe 216 F Brown ........ ..-— 


Miss Bettie Smith, colored, ........ ooo... .. 3iIN B Howell  .. .. ORNA dures et 

Miss M E Barr... sees eR «e asco  LiMrs G G Morgan . . ......... IN 

Miss Nannio V Noyes... «eee liWm F Copenhaver. aces = 

Miss M. E Gray ..-. eren Pp sedi esci Millard-HASBME Sod Scu iiem enl i. 
Miss L M Clark sees ses sase o o entm e L| Mie Fannie Wheeler. . comme... sonseso o o iind 
Leland Stump ...... MED ce rro 1| Mrs Lille C Ritter seese oo cs 000 oscuro seacereccsovec 
R F Warten s aeee ee so ee ne He . 5| William Coverston........ aio Andes ml 
Joseph B Maire o... spl o. eem me — 9| Miss Fannie M Wood....... e dd 
William P Ro NE noi idiota . |John Banistel ....... ; PR EET ana as | 
FL HU Young.. uv a aera areas roos otes e paeas I| ATOLL: LLAUD: sosna 8) beirren eak à 4 
Alex Watts s e. RR hem] 05 5.  DS|joseph M Adams.. ives: <a sarao ard 
W S Hall... mcn nu, que. TT oc icu eue d ML 
George Y AU 2 oe nes ees + 2|Joseph O Bray............ ues dac wn 
Pianklin MeRinley. sese eee .. J|Wiliam A Renan As OR a KE 3 
Geo M Huddleston ..  ocommooncronanenonanaraso + [James M Carney m oe see sese moco o o e dd 
(iia Troll. misas paced A M Hilton 2i. sais edu ii erase] 
Miss BS Walker .. . + sese eevee ; Al Miss Emma Chilton. o... + s.m... ds deese “I 
Wiliam L Fielde) ..... OAS ES CE . 1 Mis Laura le Seale 20/2572 at V ben ae a se 2 
JS Milam .. 3i. 3 s 2e. . D|Mass FO ae RS MAU cee Oia a 3 
Joel 8 Spears, colored sI e eo. AN S Lavender... ie icon 1 
W W Bovey ........ A AS Os es ee .1W H Emght.. Sait iat kul 
GC Casto ............ "IE ERR Bene Spruce. iia dape fad 
CA Droly s. e o eee 2.0... 2|Mies Lucy Nicely ... ANC E 2 
ER Morgan. ...- Ei. Tw . ..1,& 8 Stewart ee cesssesees cr 
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TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES Continued: 


John W Jobnson..sescccccessesere —€——Á eese 1 E S Thomas............ esos use REN M Veoh 
John G Shirkey .. .......... A A AAA see dees sisas rises soos 2 
CH Via vu... neue 2|Charles W Ault sire ud 
Edwin R Young 1|J B Eakin .......... nil 
S A Motley........... ..Jj| Thomas H White 1 
Thomas A Y ickeis 411A D Dryden......... 3 
BE Putney ........ ne Mm 4 
Peter C Vinyard... eses 2| Miss Mattie Matthews l 
A M Lewis.... ... E E PEATE ASAR ..2|M G Woods. ....-..... oe 7 2 
Bernard Coll...ssssessessseessse ensansosonenos aaa see Gea egets 2| Ellen C Fisher ..... sees Nive cans ches OVES C opad anl 
Frank M Lewnis...........-. san eost rosse A ES Luke O RoBOuimencroosornsonarannacronoraacorcoenosnnos 2900» 1 
Patrick MeCan ...ooommors. A T PDC SE 2|James T Hill... ee sesssessssseassso ERE EDO 1 
O S Walker wn... sce se ener onavananaconcanacnaneonocacianenaras 1] Miss Ella Carr ............. Ni nares NS AES 3 
Miss Wilhe A Duling. ....... O E PO ese2 James M Sallaz ....... TA €——— TS 1 
James Martin ..ccccocsssce osses sececcesccecens ts ie dade, M Biss Ann M English ......... eee cerne ene PERES 1 
W T Milam .esesesesessersessoossoresosess cnet ene Hate da 2|0 W Young.............. —Ü — E 2 
John W Elswick....... PONORA NO asi s USE 1)Miss Mary F James....... dina ARE Arno errs 
Charles R Clomens ...... eoronancaroranaccnnnos savas uU HE V Gibbs.......... SA dacaseg ee erais (E m. 
Isaiah Allen ........... e i ssa se ees eee iia 2510 O Shattuck sesers AREA PRIN AE A | 
Jasper Young sesse «e see eene thee srase aseessa rh dnt A|Thos IT Burton ............ "— SXSR SAP RUP re —— 
John Kelley ecocccnannaccnniana eo 00 censaracnonansanos sosronos 21A WReip.... a ses .. E E EEE A 2 
Thos C Mecks ... "oC P IRE RA x RE 1 
Miss Emma 8 Y "alker.. gcn —— —— wwe 2] Miss Neame L Dudding. ..rcocssrecs eee ov Cassers 2 
DA AS AR ——————— Tm 1|Miss P J Briscoó........... o a aussa seo errant Tairas 1 
Thos Young ..... «errans aonoracenencnaneno dura on con sonoros 4 


LEWIS COUNTY—Joun 8. Haut, Supt. 


In making my annual report, I have the usual complaint to make 
in regard to tardy, and incomplete returns. Most of the trustees failed 
to make any reports to the secretaries, and consequentiy it was diffi- 
cult for them to make up reports of any kind. 

Although our success during the past year has not been specially 


marked, yet we are happy to note some progress. Even where our’ 


schools were least successful, our people entertain no thoughts of aban- 
doning the system, but are resolved to make it more effective in the 


future. 

The short-sighted views of economy which our people entertained, 
and which our school officers adopted, when the school system Was 
first introduced, is destined to cripple our operations for years to come. 
While our houses are better than they were under the old regime, they 
are far from what they should be. A county assuming to maintain a 
respectable position among her sisters, in all that pertains to moral, 
intellectual, and physical development should not be satisfied with the 
old time log school house. It is encouraging to know that our people 
now see this, and acknowledge it. 

Necessity compelled us in the early part of our school system, to 
employ many teachers of very limited attainments; and I regret to 
say that some of them are still retained with but little improvement. 
Some of them appear to have forgotten even what they once knew. 
But I am happy to report, that we have quite a number of very re- 
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spectable teachers, whose services are sought after, and appreciated 
more highly than formerly. The inquiry for competent teachers is 
greater in this county than ever before. 

I regret that ladies, as teachers in this county, are under par. Very 
few trustees are willing to employ them. This aversion to admit ladies 
to a position for which they are so well fitted by nature, when properly 
trained by education, deprives us of the services of some excellent 
teachers, both at home and from abroad. And I may remark in this 
cohnection, that it is very natural that trustees who never visit the 
schools under their charge, and consequently exert no restraining in- 
fluence over the minds of the pupils, should desire the strong arm of 

man to enforce obedience. 

' "Two students entered the State Normal School, atthe opening of 
the fall session, at Fairmont. I hope to add to the number after the 
winter schools are over. "This county is entitled to nine students and 
her quota should be filled by those desiring to teach. 

Our county is doing but little in the line of teacher's associations, 
or in support of the West Virginia Educational Journal. We hope to 
advance both these interests during the present season. 

This county is divided into five townships, and one independent dis- 
triet, wbich embraces the town of Weston. = 

This district had no public school the past year. The commission- 
ers, Messrs. McCandlish, Dancer and Chalfant, with commendable 
| public spirit, determined to erect such a building, and establish such 

a schoolas the growing importance of the town and surrounding country 
demands. For the accomplishment of this object they sold their school 
house, and appropriated the proceeds, with the funds raised by levy 
for building and school purposes, to the erection of one of the best 
school houses in the State. And it is worthy of note, that the citizens 
of the place have warmly seconded the noble efforts of their energetic 
board of education ; not only paying the levy without a murmur, but 
also supporting private schools for the education of their children, 
while this noble work is going on. 

The influence whieh this school will exert on the teachers and 
scholars of the county can not but be marked and salutary. It is to be 
hoped that till such time as township boards establish high schools 
for the better education of their youth, they will avail themselves of 
the facilities presented in this institution for a more thorough educa- 
tion than can be obtained at the common schools. 

The following extract from a communieation received from the clerk 
of the board of commissioners, will more fully present their operations. 
during the past year; as well as their prospects for the future : 

“ The condition of our district, at the present, is truly encouraging to 


50 FREE SCHOOLS. 


the lovers of progress. By reference to report filed by this board with 
your worthy predecessor, Rev. P. T. L. Queen, last year, the enter- 
prise then projected, we are pleased to report to you, is almost fully con- 
summated. Thatis the erection of one of the finest school buildingsin 
the State. We expect it to be ready for school purposes by the first of 
November, next. : 

The building is of brick, two stories high, and covered with slate. 
Dimensions seventy by fifty feet, containing seven commodious school 
rooms, and one large hall. lt will be furnished in the most approved 
modern style. The entire cost will be about $8,500. 

The work is substantial, and too much praise can not be awarded to 
the contractor, Mr. P. M. Hale, for the energy and fidelity with which 
he has prosecuted the work throughout. 

We have the sympathies of all our people, irrespective of politics or 
religion, and the willingness manifested by them to submit to a tax of 
60 cents on the $100, for building, and 85 cents additional for educa- 
tional purposes, demonstrates the fact that they are awake to the in- 
terests of education. . 

We had no school last year, all of our means having. been husbanded 
for the erection of our houses. 

Our school will be opened on the first Monday in November. We 
have employed Loyal Young, A. M. & D. D., a gentleman of high at- 
tainments as à scholar, and large experience asa teacher. He will 
be assisted by a corps of able teachers, three in number. Others will 
be added as their services are needed. 

In our next we hope to report our house finished, a successful school 
in operation for ten months in the year, and the board out of debt. 

Our school list for 1872 numbers three hundred and forty-two. 
whites, and forty-five colored. The school for the latteris now in suc- 
cessful operation." 


By invitation of the board, Messrs. George C. Dancer, Wm. Lock- 
art and F. M. Chalfant, I accompanied them through the building, 
and found it, with its surroundings, satisfactory in the highest degree. 

Students from without the district will be admitted on liberal terms. 

Battelle township, with a sehool population of seven hundred and 
ninety three, is divided into nineteen districts. Schools were held in 
all these, but owing to a failure on the part of the board to lay a suf- 
ficient levy they were generally closed under two months. A few of 
the trustees employed ladies at very low salaries, and kept them open 
for three months. It is due to the board to state that they were led 
into an error in supposing the State fund would increase yearly as it 
had the year previous; they have ascertained their mistake, and have 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 51 


levied a sum deemed sufficient to keep the schools in operation for 
four months. 

One comfortable frame house was built this year and two log houses 
was put under contract. These it is expected will be ready for use 
this winter. 

Some of these log houses are under contract for weather-boarding, 
and they need it. 

The houses are not well furnished, many of them having no black- 
board. The value of the furniture is not reported, it having been 
put into the general contract for buildings. 

Twelve visits are reported by county superintendent, and thirty- 
three by other officers. 

Lincoln, with a school population of four hundred and thirty-eight, 
is divided into eight districts. One of these is a new one, in which a 
good house was built this year, the others are unsubstantial plank 
structures, badly furnished. 

The difficulty of keeping the schools in operation for a uniform 
time is no where more apparent than in this township. While some 
were kept in operation for only three months, one was kept open for 
eight months. 

Hight visits are reported by county superintendent, and four by 
other officers. 

Jane Lew township, has nine frame, and three log houses. One of 
these is not used, the district having been changed. Two of the dis- 
tricts are unprovided with houses, though all had schools the past 
year. Mostof the teachers gave satisfaction. School population seven 
hundred and twelve, districts thirteen. 

Twelve visits are reported by county superintendent and twenty- 
nine by other officers. 

Willey township, with & school population of eight hundred and 
seventy-two, is divided into seventeen districts. Schools were held in: 
all the past year. Nine frame and seven log houses are reported, 
The frame houses present a respectable appearance, but like those in: 
other parts of the county, they are too small for convenience. The 
log houses that Isaw are by no means inviting. 

Six visits are reported by county superintendent, and twenty-six by 
other officers, 

Sheridan township, with a school population of six hundred and 
twenty-three, is divided into thirteen districts. This township em- 
braces more rough and newly settled territory than any other in thé 
county. And I was truly gratified with the signs of improvement 
everywhere visible. I visited eleven of the schools last winter during 
the coldest days of the year, and though the houses were not comfort- 
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able, teachers and children were earnest and cheerful in pursuit of. 
knowledge, and had made advancements in their studies beyond my 
highest expectations. 

It is certainly encouraging to witness the triumphs of our school 

system in a country like this, where its enemies have always predicted 
its failure. 

This township has always been noted for prompt reports, but has 
failed this year. My own report has been delayed on account of it. 

But little of the money reported in the hands of former treasurers 
has been used; and the balance not reported. It will be called for the 
present year. 

I issued but seven certificates the past year—one number one, five 
number two, and 6ne number five. I have not been able to obtain the 
list issued by my predecessor. 

Your proposition to combine the offices of commissioner and trus- 
tee strikes my mind favorably. I would suggest making the president 
and one or two other members, a~building committee. This would 
obviate the inconvenience of an ynwieldy body for the transaction of 
such business. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OY THEIR CERTIFICATES 
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AAA RX 
Jas DInifey SEMEN 5 Mrs E M Gibson conccccononoso eL vvecssssstcoenecee 1 


Miss A B Jo Don . ...,..... coconcnonos ene en eese etee nane D 2| Miss Mary Jo Don... oococcnnones sossssovseevoaecaneos 2 
Miss M. ArmastroNge.mmoncccnnccacconascnranes eseserrieones 2| Miss Ella Tall... ........... eee eee. o so netta on besas? 
Mies Kate Jennings Jason ¿cane ds atasdbessanereectivesesisace 2| ~ * 


These were the only unplicants to me for certificates during the past year T have been unable to 
obtain tho list of my predecessor for last year. 


LINCOLN COUNTY-—J. V. SWEETLAND, Supt. 


` 


I herewith transmit my annual report. Itis imperfect in many re- 
spects, as there were only two townships that made any report to me, 
and they are imperfect. 

We have now in the county forty-four school buildings for common 
school purposes, and two more under contract. 

Notwithstanding all disadvantages, I think the cause of popular 
education is evidently becoming more acceptable to the people of this 
county. The good effects of the free school system are plainly seen, 
and acknowledged by some who once opposed it. 

This county consists of eight townships, Carroll, Duval, Washing- 
ton, Union, Jefferson, Hart’s creek, Laurel Hill and Sheridan, and is 
divided into forty-eight districts, in which forty-eight schools were 
taught during the last school year, four months in each district. This 
county is now principally supplied with home teachers, and geem to 
give general satisfaction. They are all male teachers but two. 
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. We have been gaining considerably in the way of teachers, and 
they are realizing the necessity of a more thorough preparation for 
their calling, and each examination gives evidence that they are mak- 
ing commendable progress. 

Our townships have’ all made their levies for school and building 
purposes, for the year 1872, which amounts to eight thousand two 
hundred and seventy-eight dollars and sixty-seven cents. 

The present school law seems to be better adapted to the wants of 
the people, than the people are adapted to the requirements of the law; 
the only remedy for said defect being the education to be received by 
the masses in time for the system itself. 


TRACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CEBTIFICATES. 


John Smith ............-...». $ a bel” Uea 2(Elizabcth Elkin .. ..... 
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LOGAN COUNTY—-CBIspPEN S. STONE, Supt. 


At this late date, I transmit to you my annual report, for the school 
year ending on the 30th day of September, 1872, this being the third 
annual report that I have had both the honor and the pleasure ot 
making for Logan county. 

When—two years ago—I was required to -— my first annual re- 
port, I fancied that, surely, “this” would be the worst report that ever 
I would be compelled to make to the school department; the next 
year, however, my report was but little better, and this, I fear, is to be 
the meanest of the mean; however as this may be, I must endeavor to 
discharge my duty the best I can. : 

It seems next to impossible for me to get up a correct report in Habe 
wlar form, as the law requires, from the imperfect township reports 

which I have to work from in making my report. As to the financial 
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condition of our schools and ‘school funds, 1 can show but little, 
minutely, especially in tabular form, but I think I can approach facts 
nearest when I say that they are in a most deplorable condition. It 
appears that not one of the township boards has had a settlement with 
the collecting.officer, for the last school year, and most of them, not 
for the last two years; so that it is impossible for the boards to know, 
much less report, all the subjects or items required by the school law. 

Friadelph township appears, from the report of the board, to have 
had six schools, with thirteen months being taught, in the aggregate, 
averaging twenty-eight months, with an average daily attendance of 
sixty-two, out of three hundred and seventeen youths in the township. 
This township has not had a settlement with the sheriff for the last 
two-years, but claims a surplus in the sheriff's hands, of considerable’ 
amount. The trustees have been unable to procure teachers during 
the last year, who refuse to teach, alleging fears that they will not be 
able to get their pay if they do teach. "This township has built no 
publie school houses. The people of some of the districts have, by 
their united labor, built a few small houses, and the board have pro- 
cured some private houses for the time being, which are Ey too 
small and indifferent to be useful. 

Magnolia township has had five schools of three ios duration, 
with a total attendance of seventy-five, out of two hundred and sev- 
enty-nine youths, and a daily attendance of twenty-eight. This board 
also has had no settlement with their collecting officer, for the last 
two years, but claims a surplus in the sheriff's hands sufficient to run 
their schools the next year without any levy atall. This board has 
built but three or four school houses, and uses in part, private, indif- 
ferent houses for their schools. 

Logan township has had nine schools during the year, and nineteen 
months taught, averaging two and one-ninth months. The youth of 
this township, as enumerated, is four hundred .and eighty-one. The 
number attending school not reported by the board ; and the entire ex- 
penses of the schools reported to be $489,068. This board has had no set- 
tlement with the sheriff for thelast year. Ithas eleven districts, each of 
which has a public school house worth, perhaps, some $165,00. The 
schools have been shortened for the purpose of paying off indebtedness, 
occasioned by some indiscreet management of the board heretofore. 

Chapmanville township has had eight schools in operation. The 
number of youth three hundred and thirty-five. Number attending 
school, two hundred and five, with a daily average of ninety-five. 
Number of months taught fifteen, averaging to each district one and 

seven-eight months. This township also shortened their schools for 
ihe purpose of paying off indebtedness. It has a log school house in 
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each district, built at a cost of some $1025, in the aggregate, though 
none of them yet fully completed. 

Hardee township, much the largest township in the county, is home 
more burdened by local taxation than perhaps any 'township in the 
county. It has had fourteen schools in operation for a short te.m, 
averaging two and one half months, at an average salary to teachers 
of $21.97 per month, total salary to teachers $747.95; the daily at- 
tendance not being reported. This township embraces a territory of 
some two hundred square miles, has five hundred and seventy nine 
youths averaging aboutthirty-two youths to'a school district. It borders 
on the Sandy river, a distance of some twenty-five miles, and the 
Sandy river being the State line, and our school districts being located 
on one side only, the consequence is that the school districts are ne- 
cessarily verylong in order to include even the thirty-two youths to a 
district, which is the case throughout the township and county, hence 
the small and thinly attended schools. This township has built and is 
now building eighteen school houses,.at an average cost of $275, mak- 
ing in the aggregate near $5000, a sum far above their value. They 
are mostly completed in the manner proposed but have cost the town- 
ship far too much. 

I have been requested, by a special circular from the State Super- 
intendent, to have this report embrace-all the subjects referred to in 
our school law; Iam sorry to say, that I am not able to meet his 
wishes. I have, to be sure, received reports (through their secretaries) 
from all the townships in the county, all of which were more or less 
incomplete, and some of them. reporting scarcely a single subject or 
item as the law requires. The causes of these imperfections are vari- 
.048, owing I think, in part totheinexperienceof some of the secretaries, 
andthe complicated formsfurnished them bytheschool department, but 
mainly to the failure of trustees in reporting tothem. Someof the 

* trustees reported in part, perhaps a few of them reported fully, but 
some of the boards reported to me as not having received a single 
trustees report. The cause of the trustsees failing to report, I am 
unable to say, some of them have kept their accounts in such a man- 
ner, that they could not make a correct report, and their teacher gone 
perhaps to another State. 

lam called on further, by the State Superintendent, “that if no 
schools were held during the last school year in any of the districts in 
my county, or was not kept for the period of four months, as required 
by law, to report the fact, together with the reasons for such failure." 
In one township only, has allthe districts had schools ; and in one 
district only has the school been continued for four months. The 
reasons for the shortened school term in some of these districts, is, as 
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above shown, the indebtedness of the township boards for former 
schools; which indebtedness they are endeavoring to pay off. And in 
the townships having a surplus of funds in the sheriffs hands, J think 
that the trustees have not been able to get teachers; I have called on 
several myself who taught school the preceding year and requested 
them to teach again and they refused, saying that they had not been 
paid for teaching last year, and so the tósusbihe having funds on hand 
have had fewest scholars. 

We have in our eounty fifty-fivé school districts, have had forty-two 
schools during the year, averaging two and one half months, and 
thirtsen districts without schools. The number of months required 
by our school law to be taught annually in the whole of these dis- 
tricts would be two hundred and twenty, while the number taught 
during the last school year was only ninety-seven, which shows but 
a mere striking at the thing faintly. 

The slow progress of our schools, and the apparant inefficient work- 
ing of the free school system, and the embarrassed and confused con- 
dition of theschools of our county generally, I do not attribute to the cor- 
ruption or even the incapacity of our school officers of our county. Itis 
true that considerablesums of money have beeninjudicially expended in 
the building of houses, &c., much of which is little better than wasted 
by the bad economy uad in the business, yet I consider that the 
school officers are generally honest and worthy citizens, who, perhaps, 
have not time to spare from their labors to make themselves familiar 
with the law and the mysterious and complicated forms introduced by 
our school department. And my humble opinion is, that the greatest 
drawback that exists in the workings of the free school system in our 
county lies in the people themselves. I believe that a majority of 
the people are in heart friendly tc, and in favor of public schools, yet 
they do not appear to fully appreciate its benefits, and do not take 
hold of it with that energy and that hearty good will that is always 
calculated to make a good thing work well. Itis true that a portion 
of the larger tax payers stand 1n opposition, and exert their influence 
against it, still I think that shortly this little opposition will die out. 
and all come right; and asI have unbounded faith in the final suc- 
cess of public schools, I most confidently expect that the free school 
system will, in some way, overcome the obstacles that now seem to 
hinder its progress. 

And now, that so much has been said on former occasions by the 
county superintendents throughout the State, calling on the Legisla- 
ture te remove the encumbrance occasioned by the multitude of 
school officers and other imperfections in our school law that has 
been so forcibly shown to exist, that I must desist, hoping that the 
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Legislature will give the subject its speedy and earnest consideration® 
The amounts produced by the township levie s have not been ascer- 
tained by the township boards and consequently cannot be correctly 
reported. : 

The school officers of the several townships (except trustees) are as 
follows: 

TRIADELPITA TOWNSHIP. — School commissioners—James M. White, 
James H. Hinchman and Alexander Trent. F. M. White, secretary. 

Logan Townstt1p.—School commissioners—John Dempsey, Jr., Thos, 
Buchanan and Eli Gore. Wm. Straton, secretary. 

COAPMANVILLE TowNsHIP.—Sehool commissioners—T. S. Godbey 
and Wm. B. Chapman. Wm. A. Stollings, secretary. 

HARDEE Townsuir.—School commissioners —Ira S. Farley, William 
Ooton and William Runyon. Ira Evans, secretary. 
* MAGNOLIA TowNsHIP.—£School commissioners—Adam Browning, 
Samuel Simpkins and Joseph Hatfield, Jr. Jos. B. Browning, secretary. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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 MARION COUNTY—J. C. BARNES, Supt. 


I have the honor to present this, my first annual report, of the con- 
dition of the publie schools of Marion county, West Virginia, for the 
year ending August 31, 1872. You will readily sec the defective 
character of the report, although I have labored long and hard in fill- 
ing up and correcting the township reports, and in trying to make this 
a correct statement of the statistical and financial condition of the : 
schools of our county. Iam not as well versed in the educational in- 
terests of the county as I should like to have been, nor could.Lobtain 
the information I desired, but from what 1 do know, I feel confident 
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«in saying, that our schools are progressing quite favorably, and they 
will bear a favorable comparison with schools of like grade through- 
out the State. It is a gratifying fact, that the standard of education, 
both as it regards teachers and schools, is being elevated, in a large 
majority of cases. We have quite a number of good teachers and 
good schools in our county, and more than half of those who have 
been employed as teachers, this year, have been attending school the 
greater part of the time they were not engaged in teaching. Yet, 
upon the other hand, it is deplorable to note the fact, that in some lo- 
calities, year after year, things remain in statu quo, same teacher, same 
schools, same scholars, same books, same place in the books, no im- 
provement, no desire to improve; in their view, t00 wise to be learned, 
hence their status. Yet, strange to say, in these localities they seem 
to be a most happy people. 

Schools will not advance beyond the capacity of the teachers, nor 
will teachers improve while their pockets are not affected: hence in 
many of the townships, the boards of education, in conjunction with 
the trustees, have graded the salary of teachers according to the grade 

- of certificate which is producing most satisfactory results to teachers, 
schools and people generally. ' 

The greatest difficulty I have labored under is to obtain complete 
reports; one township board for instance, reporting forty-four months 
of school taught during the year, and then in a marginal note stating 
that the entire number of months taught was eighty-four; another, 
reporting full time and attendance in certain districts, and in a private 
conversation with me admitting, that certain teachers had made no 
report, whatever, except the last month of school, and taat only to in- 
sure an order to draw their money. Again, a number of schools in 
the county have been kept up nine or ten months of this year, as free 
schools, but upon other means than the State and county funds, which 
is not reported here. Eighty-nine public school houses in the county 
are now completed ; ninety-six schools have been taught by one hun- 
dred and one teachers during the year. 

MANNINGTON TownsHip.—This township has twenty-one districts, 
and the secretary reports all but one as having graded schools; no 
explanation is given, unless it be revealed in this. The secretary writes 
me: “Send me no more trustee's blank reports; they will not re- 
port." So I suppose the board has taken charge of all the schools in 
the township, and to justify their course, have declared them all 
graded. This township sends up a very nice looking report, how cor- 
rect itis, I cannot say. ‘From the best information I have, this town- 
ship manifests considerable interest in education. She maintains her 

.schools and her school interests well, more visits being paid by school 
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officers, than in the entire county besides. There are -twenty-one 
school houses in Mannington township, valued at $19,835. This year 
she expended $3,886, fur school purposes alone. She had ninety- 
three months of school, employing nineteen male and four female 
teachers, atan average of thirty-two and twenty-nine dollars per 
month, respectively. This township was the first to inaugurate the 
system of grading the salary of teachers by their grade of certificate. 

Lincotn Towwsmr.—This township has sixteen school districts, 
sixteen school houses valued at $6,900. She has had sixty-eight 
months of school, taught by seventeen teachers, at an average salary 
of $36,50 per month. These people are spirited and enterprising, very 
tenacious of education, but have, heretofore, been very unfortunate 
in managing the finances of their schools. In 1872, she expended 
$2,600, for school purposes alone, at an average cost of $6.30 per pupil. 

Pawpaw TowNsHip.—Pawpaw township reports twelve districts, 
twelve school houses, twelve teachers ; forty-five months of school at 
an average cost of $7.35 per scholar. The average monthly salary of 
teachers was $41.25. Only twelve official visits were made, and but 
forty-five per cent. of the enumeration of youth attended fhe schools. 
It is feared that the people depend too much upon the teacher for the 
success of their schools, and give too Bole individual attention to the 
matter themselves. 

Union Townsarp.—The secretary of Union township reports nine 
schools, taught by seven male and four female teachers, at an average 
salary per month of males $45.00, and females $30.00. In some dis- 
tricts there are very good teachers and good schools; in others very 
inferior. This, in a great measure, perhaps, is due to the fact that no 
distinction is made in the salary of teachers; trustees, in some in- 
stances, careing nothing about the qualifications of the teacher, fre- 
quently never asking the grade of certificate, nor if he has any at all— 
"like teacher, like people." Teachers will not improve themselves 
when no inducement is offered. To her credit, I must say that this 
township has a few intelligent, earnest teachers, who are doing honor 
to themselves and the cause of education. : 

WINFIELD TowNsHIp.—The board of education attempted to abolish 
the office of trustee, in this township, which caused considerable 
trouble, consequently -we have but a meager report. But enough to 
know that she had her full complement of school. Nine teachers in 
nine schools, taught thirty-six months, at an average salary of $98.61 
per month. 

Grant TowNsHIP.—Grant township has nine school districts and 
seven school houses. The board of education is still using two houses 
that were built by private contribution. The average value of her 


LL 


60 FREE SCHOOLS. 


school houses is 8860.00. She has during the year, employed fifteen 
teachers, who have taught fifty-five months, an average of more than 
six months for each school. Eighty per cent. of her enumeration has 
attended school, making a daily average attendance of fifty-two per 
cent. of the entire enumeration of youth, for the whole term. Her 
finances are ina healthy condition, she having a surplus of $550.00 for 
school purposes, at the close of the year. The average salary paid to 
teachers, per month, was $33.68; the average cost of each pupil in 
regular attendance, per month, was $1.95; whole amount expended 
for school purposes alone, was $1,871.88. She employs a fair average 
of scholarship. The above facts speak well for her educational inter- 
ests. 

FAIRMONT Townsnip.—Fairmont township presents a very limited 
report. She has six school houses; employed seven teachers, and 
taught twenty-seven months, expending $890.00 for all school purposes 
during the year. Her schools bear a fair average with other townships. 

FAIRMONT INDEPENDENT Scuoot Dsrrict.—This district has two 
school houses ; five schools, one union, one high, one grade anditwo 
primary. Six and three-sevetnh months were taught by seven teach- 
ers, three males and four females, at an average salary of $40.00 per 
month. The receipts for building purposes were $1,800; for schools 
$9,555; expenditures for all school purposes, $3,163 : $200 was ap- 
portioned to a colored school in Fairmont, which made it average with 
the other schools. The daily average attendance in Fairmont district 
was two hundred and eighty-eight; sixty per cent. of the enumera- 


tion. The average cost per pupil, for the term, was $9.00, or $1.383 
per month. 


GENERAL SUMMARY. 


Total value of school property in the county... e eo sese sesoses oo eennranscnnanos se cone RPM $150 00 
Total receipts from levy during the year 1872 ...scccecsce Lees a o se coe an thee annees NET . 136 20 
Total receipts form allsources......... see. eese eee nune se eret er eee nh rhApe sevens HERREN . 220 58 
Total expenditure for school purposes alome............... ee eeeeeee ss rese annsnnencanconarnncacene sesceceesens 170 51 
Total expenditure for all school purposes, ..........-. MM "— 230 02 
Total enrollment of youth in the county ..essseeersssesesssersnosesesoesaserrsosoasee MEM enorersonas se... 5,558 
Total number attending school ........ como co onconenono se se stcsvsscscceesscenesevscacaeneuasesaenses asessseeers 3,809 
Total dajly average attendance ...rccoconormercancansoncananonanoonecenconosanarranoncca rovevenno sassuoseos sosneeancees 2,662 
Average age of pupils, years........ avancereenscevougesessscseseuccencenes NER bessssserssosersvaseaseseseesvse . 12 
Total visits paid to schools ...... ÓN 261 
Total number of youth studying orthography... . se se . .. « Teooomanscaananane ses se rsonsaroneneraso 9,510 
Total number of youth studying reading.. ........ — onnanarraoncononecionasa m———— 2,985 
Total number of youth studying WIltiD8....oomcnononos e sevesnsnsosesesesnesueosses "— aces ones e 1,887 
Total nnmber of youth studying geography............ «ecce T"———("—— 697 
Total number of youth studying grammar, sees ..ccccssvecscccorors soneceesetenses dueno eeso seres esvncancanono 575 
Total number of youth studying other branches ............. eere MEME 1,272 
Total certificates issued to teachers. .... eere MAREM m""—-— NER Zi 
"Fotalnumber of teachers employed econncnccionnnnencnonenncorancnnenanas nnne BEER 101 
Total schools In LR "———— 96 
Total months Cr —-—-———Á — " 412 
Total average per school; MONtHS......ccccsccsenes »onveneronons ere e tante et he teen vennnanono e M" ee, LL T-24. 
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Total average, salary of teachers per MONED........cccccccsses > vertere —— SERNA eases $35 00 
Yotal average cost per pupil, per month........ STO rindan acacia $1 46 


Several schools of higher grade were taught in the county : one 
at Fairmont, ten months; one at Palatine, ten months; one at Man- 
n:ngton, nine months; one at Farmington, six months; one at Booths- 
ville, four months; one at Rievesville, three months. In these schools, 
algebra, philosophy, physiology and geometry, formed important 
parts. The Normal school at Fairmont is doing a noble work tor the 
teachers of the county. 

I am firmly of the opinion that the office of trustee should be 
abolished, or at least so far modified, that there shall be but one trus- 
tee to each district. More duties should be required of the secretary 
of the board of education, and he should be better paid. "The county 
superintendent should be required to visit every school in his county 
atleast once a year, and spend one entire day in the school room, 


while in session, giving instruction to the teacher and children. He' 


should also lecture the people arid school officers frequently, on the 
subject of education and school law. 

The office of township treasurer should be restored. Since its 
abolishment the financial affairs of our schools have been very much 
embarrassed. Ttownship boards can get no settlements with the sheriff; 
teachers can get no pay ; sheriff always promising to pay when he gets 
the State fund of next year. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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MARSHALL COUNTY—S. R. HANEN, Supl. 


I herewith transmit to you the annual report of the common schools 
of Marshall county. 

This report is unavoidably meager, owing to the imperfect and in- 
complete reports from the different townships, and they were received 
at so late a day that I coúld not send them back for correction, and 
receive them again in time to make any report to you before the first 
of January, 1873. y 

During the school year ending, September 30, we have built five 
new school houses—one in Liberty; one in Webster; one in Franklin 
and two Washington townsbip, which with those already built makes 
a total of eighty (80) good school buildings in this county. 

In Union and Washington townships the schools were in success- 
ful operation over five months, while in Liberty township they were 
kept running but a little oyer two months. This was owing to a lack 
of funds, the appropriations for this year having been used to pay debts 
contracted during preceding years. In all the other townships of the 
county they, the schools, were in successful operation overfour months : 
2nd in the independent school district of Moundsville they lasted ten 
months. i 

For the current year, the schools can be kept open over six months, 
if the levies for that purpose are promptly collected and judiciously 
expended. 


There is no report from Sand Hill township. Ireceived information 
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that a report was made out and mailed to me, but it must have been 
‘lost in the mail. 
I have not received any report from J. Dallas Ewing, the secretary 
of the board of education for the independent school district of 
Moundsville. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I would recommend the abolition of the office of trustee and of the 
boards of edueation in the different townships, and recommend the 
appointment of a commissioner in éach sub-district, and give them the 
power of trustee and also of the board of education, and pay them a 
fair per diem fortheir work. 

I would also recommend that the ux of two (2) dollars on teachers 
applying for examination, be reduced to one (1) dollar, and that this 
be applied to the purchasing of a teachers’ library, to be kept and 
owned in the county where the tax is paid, and to defraying the ex. 
penses of county institutes. 

I think it necessary to the success of the school system, that the 
office of county superintendent be maintained, and that the super- 
intendent be allowed sufficient per diem to afford him a fair salary for 
the work done. As it is at present the superintendent is limited to 
sixty-six days in the year, and in a county the size of Marshall, this 
will not give him time to visit all the schools even once a year, where 
the schools last but four months—whereas, if he was enabled to visit 
them at least twice a year, once immediately after they open, and once 
before they close, he would then be capable of judging of the success 
of the teachers, as such, and would have no difficulty in grading certifi- 
cates according to the teachers adaptability for his work, and not alone 
on his scholarship, which is at present the case. s 

I would also recommend such a change in grading certificates, as 
would enable the examiner to mark the proficiency of the teacher, in 
each branch of learning in which he is examined, and not be compelled 
to make a general average of all. 

The free school system has taken a deep and lasting hold upon tbe 
minds and hearts of nearly every man in Marshall county, and woeto 
the man or the party that may ever attempt to destroy or cripple it. 
The law as it now is, needs but few changes. What is needed, is more 
good teachers, and a more practical knowledge by the masses of the 
system. 

As a rule, the best teachers we have in this county are those who 
have been trained at some Normal School. Parents are beginning to 
find out that something more than a mere knowledge of Grammar and 
Arithmetic is necessary to constitute a successful teacher. 


* 
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= m MASON COUNTY, C. T. B. Moors, Supi. 


I have the honor to submit herewith my annual report for the year 
ending August 31,1871. Iregretmy inability to have furnished your 
department reports for the past two years. Any omission in this respect 
should be attributed to the persistent delinquancy of inefficient and 
careless officers, who have failed to furnish me in time thé statisties 
necessary to frame a report. 

I am happy, however, to report the general prosperity of the 
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schools in this county. The attendance of pupils during the year 
past, exceeded that of any previous one, and while there is much room 
for congratulation in this respect, it is to be regretted, however, that 
there are many who avail themselves very sparingly, while there are 
others who absent themselves entirely frem the benefits of the schools. 
Some reform in this respect demands the serious and timely consider- 
ation of our Legislature. It evidently behooves them to adopt in 
some form the most stringent meausures to check this truantism. 

If a system of public instruction is necessary to preserve our re- 
publican government and republican institutions, surely the State, the 
guardian of public morals and political life, has the right to inaugur- 
ate such methods, as will implant early in the minds of its children 
the principles of morality, justice and love of country. By the exer- 
cise of these moral duties will the citizens alone be honored and the 
State benefitted. Hence it follows, that to secure these desirable ends 
and as a matter of self preservation, the law should be directly ap- 
plied to compel all to receive the benefits of this general system of ed- 
ucation, which as a State policy is intended to effect these purposes. 

Iammueh'gratified to report the improved condition and superior qual- 
ifications of most of the teachers employed in this county during the 
school year past. I feel safe in asserting that they will rank favorably 
with any in the State. Some of them possess possessional skill, literary 
attainments and ability sufficient to honor any institution of learning, 
while others, I regret to say, have fallen below the standard requsite 
to make teaching successful or profitable. But owing to the migratory 
character of many of the applicants coming as they do from other 

, Btates, where they are unable to pass the necessary examinations for 
certificates to teach, and offering their services here at such reduced 
rates of tuition, that competent teachers cannot and will not compete 
with them. The qualified teacher is thus pushed aside, and compelled 
to seek in some more genial clime, a home, where his merits shall be 
appreciated, and his services duly rewarded. 

What is true of any sphere of business life is equally applicable to 
the profession of teaching—where little is given, little can be expected. 
Trustees, controlled by false ideas of economy, endeavor to procure 
teachers at the lowest rates, and as a necessary and fatal consequence, : 
such only will be employed, whose qualifications are of an inferior or- 
der, and the schools under whose control, can give but little satisfac- 
tion. The profession of teaching, must be elevated to an equal rank, 
at least, with the literal professions. Thus will our children have in- 
ducements to look up to their teachers with respect, and the State a 
guarantee for the intellectual and moral welfare of her literary ingti- 
tutions. 
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To the approaching session of our Legislature, the eyes of every 
friend of common schools will be directed with more than ordinary in- 
terest. While we believe that a great change in our present school 
laws is required and demanded, to perfect and symplify the system, 
yet, we entertain grave fears, lest too much precipitation in undoing, 
what is already established, will resultin evil, rather detrimental, than 
beneficial to our schools, and the cherished hopes of the great masses 
of the people. ` 

I would, therefore, respectfully submit, to the calm and deliberate 
consideration of our legislators, the retention of our present school 
system with such changes only, as will make the execution of our 
school laws—in their application to the practical work and duties, of 
all interested—less complicated and more intelligible. This will be 
more economical, and give more satisfaction, to those who are ac- 
quainted. with the present system, than the adoption of a new one, 
whose details might be of questionable advantage. 

While, however, we entertain the views, expressed above, we would 
suggest to those who desire to make a change, one, which we deem 
most important, viz. the adoption of some plan, to elevate the stand- 
ard ot professional teaching. This end so greatly to be desired, we be- 
lieve will be most speedily effected, by creating in every county, a 
high school, where our own youth shall be taught and receive a thor- 
ough knowledge of the English classical and mathematical branches ; 
thus will we always have at command an efficient corps of teachers 


to the “manor-born.” 
In such schools a system of pupil teaching should be encouraged, so 
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that we may bring home to the many, the benefits of the Normal | 


School, without entailing the expense and loss of time, necessarily at- 
tending the letter. We must educate our own teachers, or the system 
of free schools will inevitably sink into untimely decrepitude and be- 
comé unpopular. ` 

The great complaint heretofore, has been that there were too many 
school officers. This, indeed, is too true. I think the office of trus- 
tee should be abolished; and boards of education retained, to whom 
all the business of the district shall be entrusted, subject, however, to 


the approval of the county superintendent.  : ` 


The executive power of this officer (county superintendent) should 
be enlarged.. It is the experience of eminent educators in those States, 
where education ranks as the first consideration of the people, that 
without an efficient system of school supervision, schools cannot pros- 
per. Let us then keep pace in this respect, with those great States, 
whose prosperity has been the natural outgrowth and result, of a libe- 
ral system of education. The experience of the elder should serve as 
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‘a guide to the younger sisters, in whatever tends to their educational 
advancement. What they demand as essential to the vitality and 
maintenance of theirs, should be retained by us as equally’ pertinent 
to the prosperity of ours. 

The county superintendent should be retained, the sphere of his 
duties enlarged and an adequate compensation allowed him for the 
faithful performance of them. If there is one reason more than another, 
why the duties of superintendent have been neglected, it is to be at- 
tributed to the fact, that the meagre allowance paid him for the per- 
formance of the same, has been by no means proportioned to his time, 
labor and service. 

In this county, extending, as it does, some sixty miles along the 
Ohio river, with an average width of near twenty miles, were the 
county superintendent to visit all the schools, (nearly one hundred in 
number) only once a year, it would require at least three months of 
his time. His devotion to the faithful performance of his duties, 
might be deemed praiseworthy and patriotic, but the obligation to self 
and family would forbid. 

If, however, from a deep and conscientious scruple in this respect, 
the, officer should be induced to forego his annual visit to the schools; 
how often do we hear the cry come up, from the inconsiderate, and the 
unfeeling, “that the schools are not visited," “that he is neglecting 
his duties,” “that he does not forward to the general superintendent 
of schools the annual statistical and financial report ;” and boards of 
supervisors, with equal discrimination and sense of justice, to remedy 
the evil, deduct from the pitiful sum (that might be granted him by 
law,) what they regard as an equivalent for any omission of duty on 
the part of this officer. This is not only wrong in prinenpie but un- 
jus* in practice. n 

In connection with the office of county pineda there is an- 
other thing that I regard as militating against the popularity and effi- 
ciency of this office, and thatis his election by the people. Itisan office 
purely civil and moral. As it exists at present, the applicant for the 
office must become more or less blended with the political issues of 
the day ; he must be a politician—the creature of a party. 

By the appointing process (which I here recommend) he is’ placed 
above and beyond the influence of party; he is the official of the 
whole people and as such will feel better disposed to discharge the 
duties of his office impartially. 

Under the spirit of our new Constitution, it is hoped a new impetus 
will be given to the onward march of education; if ever there was a 
time when the hearty co-operation of all interested in education was 
needed, it is the present. With the influx of a new immigration to our 
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é 
borders, bringing upon the tidal wave of progress, new ideas, new cus- 
toms to be stamped upon the virgin soil of our young and prosperous 
State, we must bring forth and cultivate now, the moral and intellect- 
ual powers of our people, in order that those catching the inspiration 
of this progress, may apply to the development of the resources of 
our State, the principles of science, knowledge and skill. 

By fostering a liberal system of education among the people, the 
State of West Virginia will receive in compound ratio, a return far 
above any other investment she can make for the publie good and 
general welfare of her people. Her citizens will become more moral, 
law-abiding, patriotic and enterprising. The great blessings that natu- 
rally flow from a possession of knowledge, will spread ovet the land 
and every home and fireside shall be made glad in beholding the great 
revolution of ideas, the display of scientific power, ennobling and 
beautifying the native State. 
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McDOWELL COUNTY—Gzonar W. PAYNE, Supt. 


NO REPORT. 


MERCER COUNTY—Ws. M. REYNOLDS, Supt. 


It is with regret, I report that the free school system in Mercer 
county is still in an undeveloped condition. The great drawback to 
its advancement from its embryo state, may be traced to the mis- 
mangement of the finances; and a lack of interest in many persons in 
the cause of education. 

It may be said with shame, that in some districts three persons pos- 
sessing public spirit enough to discharge the duties of trustees have not 
been found. The people in some of the townships have been burdened 
with onerous taxes; being taxed to the extent of the law nearly every 
year, and yet the teachers were unpaid and the school system suffered 
reproach, when the fault was solely with its managers. There is not 
a solitary house in the county furnished with a library or apparatus of 
any kind: many of our houses are in a very imperfect condition. 

Some of the clerks have kept their books so badly, it is utterly im- 
possible for the board to make any settlement at all. These are 
lamentable facts; and truth demands they should not be concealed. 

During the past scholastic year, (with but few exceptions,) the 
schools were only kept in operation three months in consequence of 
the crippled condition of our finances. The preceding year in one or 
two townships’ they lived but two months. But we hope to do better 
an future. It is hoped the present year will extricate most of the 
townships from their financial difficulties; and they will assume an 
erect position, and break forth out of the gloom of the past and go 
forward in developing the excellence of our free school system. All 
the township boards have laid a levy to the extent of the law ; and 
are using every effort to comply with the law, and advance the pros- 
perity of the schools and education. 

The free school system has had many opponents in this county; 
but the opposition has dwindled down to insignificance. 

The principal complaint we hear, is concerning the manner the 
finances have been managed, and money squandered; and we trust 
there will be no cause of complaint in the future on this account. On 
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visiting the schools I was gratifiéd to find the major portion of the 
teachers faithfully discharging their duties, and the scholars making’ 
good progress in their respective studies. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 
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MINERAL COUNTY—J. W. VANDIVER, Supt. 


I respectfully submit my report of free schools, of Mineral county, 
for the scholastic year ending September 1, 1572. 

On account of the tardiness of boards of education, in making their 
reports, and many items not given, and not having time to return them 
for correction, my report will reach you at a late day and will be very 
incomplete. 

For reasons, which I will state briefly, the school system has not 
worked harmonionsly and as successfully as might be desired. 

In the year 1871, several large tax payers restrained the collection 
of their taxes, by injunctions. The ground for their refusal was, that 
the “assent of the voters," spoken of in section forty-four, chapter 
forty-five, code of West Virginia, was not had. 

The injunctions were tried by the judge of this circuit, and decided 
adversely to the tax-piyers; they appealed to the supreme court of 
appeals, where the cases were argued and submitted in the winter of 
1871-72. 

Why the court has withheld the publication of its decision, 1 do not 
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know, a8 the case involves the very existence of the system in our 
county, at least. EA 

Consequently, a larger number of tax-payers refused to pay the levy 
of 1872, and enjoined its collection, which injunctions have not yet ` 

*been tried. 

Others paid under protest, whatever that may mean, and the sheriff 
will not pay out this money until the decision of the cases by the 
courts. Until this vexatious question is settled the schools ın our 
county will scarcely be worth the name., 

I visited nearly all the schools which were in operation, this year, 
and would have visited all if they had not expired before I could get 
around I will give some details by townships: 

PrEDMONT.—This township being exclusively a town, and mining 
district, has large, well attended schools. It is divided into two .dis- 
tricts, and the same number of schools. The schoolin the town of 
Piedmont, draws $206 from the' Peabody Fund, employs three teach- 
ers, continued nine months, and is the only graded school in the county 

Erx.—I failed to visit any of the schools in this township, as they 
had closed before I had reached them in my official visiting. Their 

' short duration (three months,) is due to the fact that they received no 
aid from the State, as my predecessor failed to comply with the request 
of he oed enses of deducting his salary from the amount appor- 
tioned to the county before apportioning among the townships, and as 
the draft of this township was the last sent in for payment, of course 
there was not enough left due the county to pay it off and conse 
quently it failed to draw any. 

New CREEK. The schools of this township were maintained four 
and one half months. A few tax-payers in this township paid under 
protest. One colored school here. 

We tton.—Three white and one colored school were commenced and 
continued until the state fund, and the small amount realized from the 
levy was exhausted. I believe the teachers have not yet been 
paid, as the sheriff overpaid the previous year, and paid himself out 
of the amount realized this year. 

At the settlement with the board of education he failed to produce 
his books, and produced no intelligible data, from which to ascertain 
the amount of the levy paid, so'it is at present impossible to state any- 
thing definitely and correctly as to the finances of the township. 

The financial condition of this township is in a deplorable con- 
dition, but I hope it will-soon be improved. In District No. 4, no 
school was opened for the above reasons. 

Canin Run.—In this township the schools, seven in number, were 
all kept in operation for four months, and were generally well taught 
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and attended. This township is exempt from the confusion of “school 
suits.” 
FRANKFORT.—lIn this township nothing whatever was collected from 


the levy. A few schools were opened and continued until the State. 


fund and balance from previous years was exhausted. Not one of its 
trustees reported and B. of E. failed to give much information and 
that little at such a late period as to preclude the possibility of return- 
ing the report for correction, and incorporating its contents in my 
report in time for publication. 

Lt is fondly hoped and anxiously expected that the Legislature at its- 
next session will change the law so as to make our schools a perma- 
nent institution, not subject to the annoyances and hindrances caused 
by selfishness and inefficiency. 

In my estimation the office of trustee should be abolished, or 
‘changed and executed so as to compel them to comply with the de- 
mands of the law. - 

No institute or association has ever been held in the county. I will 
endeavor to organize a teachers association this winter. 

Regretting my inability to present a full statistical report, I shall 
close by stating that I believe that the schools will be more prosperous 
during the next year. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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MONONGALIA COUNTY—H. L. Cox, Supt. 


I herewith forward my annual statistical report. The year ending 
August 31, 1872, was one of unusual success in the free schools of 
this county. They have not only been better attended but I think 
there has been more enthusiasm amongst the pupils and more solid 
progress made by them than in any previous year. Amongst the peo- 
ple there has been a growing appreciation of the advantages of edu- 
cational training, and a more general co-operation in school work. 
This is due in a large measure to the improved qualifications and 
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better work of the teachers. Throughout the county, with but few 
exceptions, the teachers have been striving to fit themselves for their 
work by study and the adoption of improved methods of teaching. 
An error, however, still exists on the part of some, which is overgrad- 
ing, or an attempt at too close a classification. This results in too 
many and consequently hurried recitations, leading to pell-mell or 
unmethodie work. It is true, that so far as possible the individuality 
of each pupil should be allowed to assert itself, subject to proper edu- 
cational and moral influences; yet the recitation should be made, so to 
speak, the culmination of the impression made by the lesson and to 
secure this the recitation must be exhaustive and complete. Another 
objection is that too many teachers become mere pack-horses for their 
pupils. Ambitious to compass a-large amount of book matter and to 
establish regulations for advancing theii pupils rapidly, they become 
perfect drudges, doing all the severe mental work themselves, and by 
failing to tax the capacity of their pupils their work results in but 
little better than a mere dwarfing process. It has been attempted to 
establish the common school work of the county on the principle of 
doing primary work thoroughly. To effect this too many studies must 
not be pursued in these schools, otherwise the result will be superficial 
scholarship. It is the object of our school system to give to every 
pupil the opportunity to obtain a good rudifnentory education, and so 
far as possible to stimulate him to embrace the opportunity. 

You will see by my report that eighty schools were taught in the 
county during the year, which was one school in each district except 
one. "This shows the complete workings of the system in the estab- 
lishment of schools; it then only remains to make these schools what 
they should be to complete the work. 

It will also be seen that I did not visit the schools during the past 
year. This was due to the action of the board of supervisors of my 
county in fixing my compensation so low that it almost amounted to 
prohibition. As to the wisdom of this action of the board, I leave 
others to say, but notwithstanding this, I acquainted myself, in most 
cases, with the history and workings of each school during its session. 

I desire to say in eonclusion, that the township school officers have 
discharged their duties, in the main, satisfactorily, and are deserving 
of praise for their promptness and efficiency. ` 


uie iiaa i ee 


74 ` FREE SCHOOLS. 2 


te 
~y 
" 


--— a 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CEBTIFICATES. 
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- MONROE COUNTY—Aveusrus B. BEAMER, Supt. 


NO REPORT 


MORGAN COUNTY—W. H. Potter, Sup't. 


With great reluctance I send you my third and last report. I have 
used every endeavor to have it correct, but on examination of the 
township reports I found that I would not be able to more than ap- 
proixmate the receipts and expenditures. I would have returned the 
township reports for correction, but I was persuaded that they would 
not have been improved thereby; consequently this report will be 
fuil of errors, which are impossible for me to correct. If the “la-: 
borer is worthy of his hire,” you will doubtless pardon the many 
imperfections by remembering that we hardly ever get more than we 
pay for; and, if we do, it is generally because we have cheated some- 
body “else. If boards of education and trustees are worth anything 
te the school system, they should be paid. If they are found to be an 
unfruitful branch of the educational tree, (which I really think they 
are,) the Legislature should lop them off, 

I visited the schools last winter and found the teachers industrious, 
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I believe they rendered universal satisfaction to the parents and pu- 
pils, with but few exceptions. 

T believe I truthfully represent the sentiments of a large majority 
of our people when I say that they love and cherish the free schools. 
The rich, with few exceptions, cheerfully bear the taxation necessary 
to sustain our schools—assured that if their own children do not share 
its privileges, the amount is returned three fold in the improvement 
of the morals of the community. But while they cheerfully give 
their money to educate the poor, five hundred and eighty-two of our 
children fail to attend school, which is a frightful cause of dissatisfac- - 
tion on the part of the tax-payers. The cost per pupil for tuition is 
$1.115 per month, which is cheaper than any private system that can 
be devised in our sparsely populated county, and if all the children 
attended school the cost would only be sixty-five cents per month for 
each pupil. This is certainly conclusive evidence that a compulsory 
system would be a financial, moral and intellectual benefit to the 
State. Why not pass such an act in the Legislature, and make West 
Virginia the Switzerland of America? It would banish pauperism 
and crime, and enable each inhabitant to truthfully exclaim, *Mon-. 
tani semper liberi!” 

I am sorry to say that some parents care more about their childrens 
dresses than they do about their education. They dress their daugh- 
ters in grandeur to attract attention, and forget that education in a 
“home spun dress" would cause more respect than ignorance dressed 
in all the Dolly Vardens, Grecian bends and dry-goods airs in Amer- 
ica. 

In conclusion, I return my thanks to the school officers, teachers and 
my many friends, of all political parties, who have so cheerfully as- 
sisted me in the discharge of my official duties, I owe them a debt of 
gratitude that I am unable to pay, but by promising them to zealously 
guard their interests in whatever position I may be placed. 

In resigning the office of county superintendent, I can truthfully * 
say that I have carefully guarded the dignity. of the public schools 
without prejudice or partiality, and leave my trust in a better condition 
than I found it. s 


TEACHERS AND GRADMS OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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NICHOLAS COUNTY—Jonw EKERN, Supt. 


* 


Permit me to say that the reports of the several secretaries of the 
boards of education have not set forth the statistical and financial con- 
dition of their respective townships with sufficient exactness, to enable 
me to make a report;for the county, which is at once full -and correct. 
To obtain correct statistics, at present, isa very difficult part of the 
county superiatendent’s work, and unless some stringent measures 
are adopted, these statistics will always be not only incorrect, but also 
very inaccurate. These inaccuracies arise from several different. 
scources : first, the inefficiency of several of the clerks of the boards of 
edueation, and, secondly, two or three of the boards of education of 
this county have very original and novel methods of transacting bus- 
iness, and seem to carry it on as best suits them, whether they have 
any law to sustain them or not; but I hope to have them in better 
working order before the present school year passes away. Some of 
the causes of these inaccuracies could be removed, (in my opinion,) 
. by a little more stringency in the distribution of the state school fund, 
making the boards of education furnish complete and accurate reports, 

for the year last past, as a condition precedent to their receiving the 
proportion of the state fund, to which they would otherwise be entitled. 

I am of opinion, that could some of the niachinery of the school sys- 
tem be abolished entirely, its efficiency would be increased very ma- 
terially. 

I consider the boards of education as being an incubus upon ilio effi- 
eient working of the system in this county. 

Every county superintendent here has had to contend with many 
irregularities in. the boards of education, and yct despite the utmost 
efforts of the superintendents, these boards have interpreted the law 
according to their peculiar notions and contrary to the express in- 
structions of the superintendents, both state and county. If the law 
gave the county superintendents tbe power to remove bords, when 
found ineapable, or refused to act according to the instructions of the 
general superintendent, I think they would transact their business 
more carefully, and certainly more in accordance with the plain letter 
of the law. 

The school houses of the county are, for the most part, constructed 
of logs; and when wellbuilt, are the warmest and most comfortable 
houses there are; but owing to the slight amount of mechanical skill 
used in their construction, they are not of such a quality as they should 
have been, or such as the people expected. Their sizes and interior 
arrangements not only make them inconvenient, but in many instan- 
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ces absolutely uncomfortable. One districtin Summersville township, 
with one hundred and thirty-two pupils to be accommodated, has one 
house nineteen feet by twenty-seven, and seventy-five and eighty scho- 
lars are frequently crowded into its single room. Another house is 
built twenty-three teet by twenty-four, and 1s made to accommodate a 
district of seventy-nine scholars, with a daily attendance of fifty or sixty. 

This condition of houses ought not to exist, yet the boards are un- 
willing to make use of the proper means of remedying the evil. They 
seem to fear the opinion and censure of the people, should they make 
the changes that ought to be made, to render the houses comfortable 
and convenient. They fear if they act the people would not elect them 
again. The people are now beginning to see the fallacy of construct- 


house in their district," and they are now demanding something better, 
more comfortable and convenient than their present houses and fur- 
niture. - ` 

I am now making an effort to organize a teachers” institute for the 
county, ‘with what degree of success I may meet, is a question for the 
future; but no pains will be spared on my part, to make it a complete 
success. 


improvement is given the teachers. The mere interchange of views 
on the methods of teaching the different branches is of more value 
to the teachers than six months study, and saves the young teacher 
from many of those petty annoyances, to which he is so subject. The 
teacher is given a new impulse, and goes forth to his work with an en- 
ergy of which he never dreamed, and which he would have despaired 
of ever being able to obtain otherwise. Good practical teachers are 
the life of any system of free schools. No system of education will 
ever meet with that success so necessary to its existence without them. 
The great want of this county is good practical teachers, and if we 
cannot get them, the publie schools will live but a sickly life, and that 
only to cause the people to become disgusted with its inadequacy to 


cation. : 

lt is for want of this that this county never has taken the place 
among the counties of the State, it is capable of filling. No county 
in this State is capable of greater development than this, and yet few 
‘counties are more backward, and the cause is mainly attributable to 
nothing more nor less than the want of an educated people. 

The people are becoming more and more reconciled to the system ; 
and are now in a condition of hope, and of looking forward to the ac- 


ing houses in a loose manner, and furnishing them with seats and desks. 
of such a class that they might have it to say, “They have a school . 


No system of free schools will prosper unless this opportunity for > 


meet the wants of, and great demands upon a system of popular edu- . 


a 


4 
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complishment of greater results. I expect to visit each school in my 
county during the present year, and then will be able to make a bet- 
ter and more complete: report at the end of the present year. 

I cannot now. make such a report as I would wish, owing mainly to 
the fact that I was appointed to fill the office after the resignations of 
Messrs. Daniel A. Peck and Norval C. Hendrick, both of whose resig- 
nations were tendered and accepted after the schools had closed their 
sessions for the year last past. I am well pleased with your efforts 
to make our system of free schools a complete success. ! 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Atwood, Franklin............... ——— 2| Kern, JONN o——— 1 
Blofeld, Richard............... coscoves neseossoseseososessesoee l|Kesler, John G................ ————— E aa —— 
Brown, Jobn ................. sess geveaececagab-aleseecesees SIM CNutt, John. ccconconcos coos eparvvanicenaneninona oo 0 1 
Callaghan, Bettie Y....... ED AA Nase ra 5¡McCutchen, Bernard N ....cccsscsecsesccseetenes se oo 3 
Curran, Robt W........... pabecadeseciaceusuvdos-scseessoesesees 3|McClung, Wm A... eere rennen 4 
Ohapman, A J........eue cocconsoncaraso A e. vas E 4|Malcolm, M M........... ....... ee Rae. Wxccreveseskee e gk o di 
Craig, P Heoscacaroconcnnanone RE eese, iMerten, Geo Wo enconeconoes ent RIS 09m. mus O 
BLANC UIS CA AS l|McMilien, Geo W ........ dida ave aros esses nausea pae Tad 3 
Dix, D Worth... ese eieeeesecsóe vicios sesace oes vassis "C Sri McMaillion, M C............. esee — — — 2 
Grose, ROOT Boer ueconocncnaaaanacianinoneso envoroorecsnronaoresa 1) Morton, Thomas ............... see EAE m 
Henderson, Joseph . .......ccecccceccscacs cecacceccsneecccsees 5|Neil, Vanpelt ... ... cccccscccsces sasecnsnceesses iene gal Qul 3 
Haywood, George. .... Sess SA eve Ea ee a daye 1j0dell, Andrew B ........... Ario lessees 5 
Hendrick, N C....: ..]| Perrine, Jos G....... . .. Mec rd 
Hanna, O R ..... .. . SjPeck, Daniel A ........ ..... A 1 
Hamilton, AA ws. Jjschindel, Samuel P. .... eee so...» m 
Horan, P D ...... ^e, 1| Yanbibber, Juümes...... comoooonenos PEE 
Hill, James S,..... eee eee so eren —— sot 3] White, Edward.............». ET encata Gee a 4 
Hart, Isaac .......... see. ———— — AE 4| Woods, Joseph.................. Rekevstaos esi vanes 4 
Jones, Win We eiue eeseu cacctvas. asccsesovsecsaseviensss voor. L Whitman, Holly J......... E 4 


OHIO COUNTY, Joun C. Faris, Supt. 


In reviewing the school work of the past year, we find much to en- 
courage us. The schools of our county, except one, have all been in 
successful operation. One more link has been added to the educa- 
tional chain; yet it 1s apparently no nearer completed than when we 
last reported. The business of educating our youth is a continuous 
one. Itis not the work of a year, or of a generation; but it is a 
work that must be continued as long as we have children and youth in 
our State. E 

We cannot report the work as near completed, but we do report we 
are progressing with the age. "Those who a few years since were the 
taught, now are the teachers; many have just begun the work this 
fall, hence the large number of number three certificates. We are 
still trying to supply the demand with home teachers, as we think 
there is a greater incentive to the faithful discharge of duty, when 
the teacher is at home, and is trying to promote the welfare of his 
own State, and knows he will be judged, not by strangers, but by his 
own friends. "The love of State, the pride of neighborhood and dis- 
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trict, all tend to make good teachers of these, and we have of many 
them who are worthy and well qualified, some who have taken the first 
honors in our best seminaries and graduates of colleges, not to speak 
of our State Normal School at West Liberty, which has given us four 
graduates in our county, who have now joined the laborers in the 
work. 

There is still one discouragi ging feauture connected with the schools ; 
that is the failure of poor parents with large families, to send. their 
children to school. Ispoke of this in my last report, and suggested 
the propriety of a compulsory school law; every year deepens my 
conviction that such a law would be advisable. Those who need the 
advantages of free schools, will*not avail themselves of its privileges. 
The rich whose money sustained these schools, will educate their 
children with, or without these schools. They are emphatically the 
poor man’s friend which would elevate their children, and give them 
equal advantages with any in the land ; yet, unless there is a law com- 
pelling, they would not permit them to enjoy these advantages. The 
children suffer through the parents neglect, then would it be wrong if 
the parents had to endure some inconvenience that the children should 
be benefited thereby? Wedo not intend to argue the question, but 


simply to call the attention of educators and law makers of the State . 


to it. 
The trouble which is connected with the collection of the data for 
- our report, hasforced on me the conviction that we have too many school 
officers, I would suggest the following amendment to the school law, 
viz: 
‘Instead of having three school commissioners in each township, 
let there be-one; instead of having township boards, let there be a 
-county board of education, composed of those commissioners, of which 
the county superintendent shallbe president. One of their own num- 
ber, chosen by them for that purpose, shall act as secretary of the 
board. Let them perform the ‘same duties as have heretofore been 
performed by the township boards, with the exception of the appoint- 
ment of trustees. Let the voters of each school district meet at their 
respective school houses on the first Saturday of June in each year 
to elect a trustee and take the enumeration of youth ; except the first 
election, at which time there shall be three trustees elected, the 
person receiving the highest number of votes to serve for three years, 
the next highest for two, and the lowest for one year. Let their du- 
ties be the same as are now performed by trustees. 
Let the county superintendent, in addition to his present duties, 
keep an account of all schook money of the county, and issue all 
orders for money drawn therefrom; but to issue no order for any 
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teacher’s wages until his registers shall have been filed in his office. 
As a compensation for this extra labor let him receive in addition as 
. much as is now paid one of the secretaries of the boards of education. 

This, 1 think, would be as efficient, more simple, and attended with 
less expense, than the plan now in operation. In addition, the data 
would all be in the office of the county superintendent for his report; 
thus saving the trouble and vexation of spirit which is attendant with 
the collection of the same now. 

Our schools are now all in successful operation, except one or two ; 
have twenty-eight primary schools, and three of which have hereto- 
fore been reported as graded schools. 

Iam now engaged in visiting schools. Although I have not visited _ 
all, since they opened on the first of September, yet I have visited 
enough to say, our schools are doing a good work. 

In conclusion, I would return my thanks for the prompt manner in 
which you have always filled-my requests for all blanks and stationery 
necessary for the office. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Mary Buchanan ..ccmmarrensoconnnococonaoanrononare — 2i Mary McGoy............- eene RES 3 
Nannie I Haüggs..... eee e eee eese eee see eesstte e tette thee »- 2|8 Ac Waddle........ essere — ——— 3 
A B Cummmgs.............. HERRERA l|Mary English......... seeseesasuse ese ne honte sena a o seo n2 
J R Dickson ......... san senvessenceaqeececnsnensee Vesenvanas esses 313 M Patiterson.............. Seed avacens MS 3 
Mattie Patterson ........ A REM TIS B Russell........... emos amete ese eben eant pes «o nt m 
Emma Higgs nes. co conannrencnnenananes hene eeatea tton 3jEla Band. e. oorennena erm "— vi 
Martha Thornburg . .. .. . .2| Robert HU Pogue ........ D" 
J I Caison ...... "A os Le2| Lizzie. Durlin.........---cceccccecotceecet covseorecce ] 
S L Gardner... 5| Amanda Maxwell, " 


1|J O Scott ....... 
UJ Y Foreman. 
21G Y Garrison .... 
l|Maggie Ralston . 


Lizzie McKee... 
.;,IijiNanuie B Eagleson 


Jennie McKee... 


: 
i..1 
SS Pt pet pet BO mb boe 


M & Delaplain . ..... 2.38 M P Porrel.esscssssssscessessses dassacces cocaroninanss 

IIS Welshan~ ......cssscsssssccrsees RE v3| Joseph Burrows....... ERE eee cancenene vl 
T F MeCune y cccoccnncccnoncccinoaconronenns tena te eerte ee ao ene 3|Jas E Slater .....................-. «ome na soveevssos (nel 
Louisa Muth............eeecceeeeseeeeee eco cecaccvencseuse cresas 2[Sallto Armstrong..........- ee. e eresesse sesesssveesees 2 
Olivia Dunlap............. ODIO "——— QA B Griffeth .... leues e see one — H 
Julia Faris............. ce cte esee see anas sessase sta sesh a eaates e 2| Mary H Ray...csccrcccsrcccccssere sosscseccesse tens n"-— 1 
CO M biggett ....scssssvccees M" NEM 9|G W. Rhodes............- eren povsaseene escasece HEP! 
Thos H Ferrel ese coses serae cnnorccsconosos Menos seecsecoes 213 P Trussel ...... ea ensseneconsecessucc ess cecsusanarses essems m 
James M FATIS ....cscscrecnceccsccncsveves rene aa rh ve + one 2| Brooks Hedges ... .. HERRERA dete nccnsensveces > . 1 


PENDLETON COUNTY, Anpy DYER, Supt. 


I have the honor to submit the accompanying report of the free 
schools of Pendletor county for the scholastic year ending August 
31, 1872. 

I regret that you will find it so imperfect, but it is the best I can do 
under the circumstances. The reports of secretaties of boards of edu- 
tion ot the various townships are geferally very incomplete, which, to 
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a great extent is owing to the imperfect reports of the trustees, who 
rarely get any assistance from the teachers in making them, and who, 
getting nothing for their services, give themselves but little trouble. 

This county is divided into six townships, having an aggregate num- 
ber of sixty-eight school districts. Schools were kept during the year 
in every district in the county, but not for the period of four months 
in all of them. Thirty-five had schoolsfor that length of time, one for 
seven months, two for five months, and the remainder, thirty, for a 
shorter period. 

No reasons were assigned, as directed, by any of the secretaries, ex- 
cept by secretary of board of Union township, who states: “In three 
districts of which schools were kept for a shorter period than four 
months, that it was owing to a failure of the teachers to keep longer, 
and not for the want of a sufficiency of funds, there being now unex- 
pended in this township the sum of $541.97." I know no other rea- 
son why the others were kept for a shorter period, unless ít be, that 
the teachers were engaged and salaries fixed before finding out the 


amount of funds apportioned to the several districts. 

The school system is rapidly gaining favor, and were we more care- 
ful in the selection of officers, it could soon be made to work smoothly. 

The list of teachers herewith reported, are those to whom certifi- 
cates were granted by my predecessor, Mr. Arbogast, from first 
September, 1871, to first January, 1872, and those issued by myself 
from first January to first September, 1872. 

You will perceive from the grades of certificates, that the teachers 
are not as competent as they should be, but let us hope they will im- 
prove, inasmuch as a majority now applying are the same who have 
been granted certificates heretofore, and who ought to improve by ex- 
perience, and some others who have been qualifying themselves for 


the profession. 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Ho —— T 


James H Bland ....secccseccsssccesones eosar e atem ntn 3/Z T Samuels .... I 

E V Blakemore. carmoomosos o sse terne or + or bevcces eI Henrietta BOBES .. anase cecccccees sos e eecsestocszene 
Wm C Blakemore ....... RARE esses eese, AW M Schmuckei........... Hoe EP NEN 
Robt H Hutfman...... : eee s ee nme e Jonathan Hiser......... A, X 

G Hildebrand ...ssosssese o e sessones Geene ortai iesta seesi 4|John S Bond ..... oo ooononnoros 0» cooouonsinansecos > essccseees 
Filmore Todd..c.ccccccce eononcncnnnenesos ce enncano soosecscens 4|H € King ...... REPRE ERE nu Max ees cess 4 
John W Buby nse sesssessesesese heme hem sves o è  soveveses SIE O Qvoper ...0.. ess PERIE EREA AS 
M Lee Baxter, nasses erento os o o conos «O JOhM Roudebush.. ..crccccscsceeseces > + ete conosce 
Jay Shullenbarger. +... ..«.. ica TOA W Dolby. aise sss 2. coeno decedecasteceiecss dl 
E Steri 4O N Judy co scssvescescsccese, grate en eei saccasdiescesecsoss 4 
E A Lambet.... — ee ex eee Sr eS Wm M Einer. soacre suele sesso oo Casib astensossncnsseeld 
Isaac W Dyer se coo corsenanenonas e ceorononooo ennnest| WT Newham, yu. sus coors coco —— — 2 
Lafayette Nelson.. . . .pessesssseesesss sees or coscasosapoos O Christopher Armentrout nesese cesses IÓN 4 
Manasseh Cowger.... seess seoa ceo > 3¡Geo W Rexroad ....... .. bs Gas eS PER 4 
Wm J Cowyer. e o. ent > o. .o ee SH W Arbogast ee. ose .. selves 
N Wheeler... . asse ... + eee .....4/3 H Covington .... ... 4 
Arthur A Hahn... eene tete orse o e reesen S]A P Todd. essare cesses + «5 
Jacob C Baxter .... eR (einn Ben P DAY: 2c AS EE 
Jacob Harman. .  . e ce ae eene tote ete 3\Martha H Ward .. .oomcnoronnnono o os > vannorcoononoonoras E 
John Dunkle. .. . cee enmt nme n e said Ohn G DAMET oo «useless coronas 0 20 eterne 
L © Fishback — ....0. o sesos o nnne tte entes en etne 4|Mordecai Dove. .......5. se esee oo o seve eosaranuanansos 
A Kate Castleman +...» o +. cee co cove sorre SJ SAMUEL Harman. seen En i 
M A Westmoreland .,..... eene tenent TEO M Vini iecit s seipi sicuro eim NackdeterioeE c 
Sol K NelsOD... RR o soere se ee eO coco Henry W Pope.icersscssess arosooseesosos ce as ne SS. 
E A Bampuels MM M A pi 
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PLEASANTS COUNTY—R. p. TowzEY, Supt. 


After much unavoidable delay I send con my report. It is not as. 
complete and, I fear, not as accurate as I would desire it to be, 
_ although I have made strenuous endeavors to procure the necessary 
data. I can fully indorse the last year’s report of my predecessor. A 
change in the law is absolutely. necessary for the advancement of free 
education in our state. Iam of opinion that the principal defect lies 
in our present trustee system. I know that the delay of some of our 
township boards arose from the difficulty in obtaining proper reports 
from the trustees, they having neglected to procure from their teachers 
the necessary information. I have no doubt that the plan laid down 
in your last year’s report (page 44) would prove to be very nearly 
what we need. The multiplicity of school officers, especially trustees, 
is a clog to our school system. It appears to me that an important 
fact has been overlooked. Our State has enjoyed few advantages of 
general education until a few years ago. What wonder, then, if, 
in some of the hill districts, a large share of the adult population are 
totally illiterate? Yet, for want of more eligible men, we are obliged 
to fill the legal quota of trustees from that class of persons. I find in- 
stances in our county. Having no education themselves they feel a 
strong interest in that of their children, but they are very incompetent 
to fill the office of trustee. 


Another change appears to be needed. Give us back our township 
treasurers. Keep the school funds entrely separate from the State 
and county taxes. Much of the difficulty in making prompt and cor- 
rect reports lies in this quarter. The sheriff system doés not work 
well. 2 

I will suggest one thing more: Would it not be well to make some 
arrangement for equalizing the grades of teachers' certificates ? I 
perceive that at present a teacher will receive a No. 1 certificate in 
one county, who would barely obtain No. 8 in another. I have my- 
self given certificates this season, below what the teachers were pre- 
viously granted, and yet higher than I considered thcir qualifications 
merited. I find some teachers fully posted in some common branches, 
and totally deficient in others. Would it not be ‘well to change the 
form of our certificates? Number the proficiency of the applicant in 
the various branches as is done in some neighboring States. One ad- 
‘vantage arising therefrom, would be, that in hiring a teacher with a 
No. 3 certificate, the trustees would learn whether the applicant was 
médiocre 1n all branches, or competent (perhaps), in all that a country 
school required, and deficient in branches of which they had no pres- 


A 
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ent need. I will mention one thing more on this subject. We are 
over-run by teachers from Ohio; I have found them less capable than 
our West Virginia teachers. rom the candor of some, I have learned 
that our standard of certificate is not as high as in the former State. 
Thisis wrong. In the infancy of our school system, we may not re- 
quire on an average, as advanced teachers as our sister State ; (Qy.) 
butif so, let us have a No. 2 teacher as a No. 2 teacher, not asa No. 1. 

In conelusion I will say, I am confident the friends of our free 
school system are increasing. We hear some complaints but they will 
cease if a change is made, as before mentioned. Our schools, last 
year, fell short of the four months required by law. The fact is at- 
tributable to our sparse and scattered population. I have endeavored 
to secure an alteration and have reason to hope that we shall, on an 
average, exceed four months the present year. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF YHEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Leander C Hanes .. . .....-- wee «5... SjAlbert Ward. ... IE 
Wm M Hall ....... i» a ——— oop e LA We Gor rellena abies: rei ol, 
Lizzie Hamer... + oy ee sase sr oe 2{Aaron Delong .... 38/67 aS Ee ei^ ya: ioe verat aeo sanc suce E 
Clinton O Davis... o seseo cone ov eee n o S S l| William Werninger .. 124 Xe YR, aveiea sisse e vise 
Ann Imlay .. ... APER eo.» 21Charles Slamaker Am P 

Greenberry Ruttencutter .... . Mtt mom 3| Laura E Moore EU 

Leander Maxwell  ............. wer des ee ce oO oOl]Bliza Martin ... EOS accents Ab ene 

LA Elis. .... eee orse em S evoe cee coe L| Amater Beaver... .. : sous eed a da a 
Q.P ÜochFAn.^ ai noie preni A SE Sas 2i Martha Wilson ... .. +... omo ooo ooo tht nsa ten 3 
Sarah Anderson +... . 2 +. s.s. se e e a 3| Bernice McCally . z Wükcsen Gia ^L 
O F Gale... . . ee veste oen xev ccu sd Henry A9 UeD- uso ugue Q9 0s 1 ceressesh Bee p82 
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POCHAHONTAS COUNTY—C. J. StuLLING, Supt. 


I herewith send you my annual statistical and financial report. The 
schools have been prosperous during the past year. With a few ex- 
ceptions, all the districts in the county had schools. The cause of 
failure to have schools in a few districts was the scarcity of good teach- 
ers during the winter months, the people preferring to wait till next 
winter rather than have summer schools. The smallness of the amount 
of funds cut short some. Most of these districts expect longer ses- 
sions the ensuing year. The office of trustee is a stumbling block in 
the way of the success of the school system in this county; trustees 
in some cases employing a teacher whom the community does not want, 
and in other cases not employing any atall. Very few make reports 
of any kind, thereby making it very difficult for the other officers to 
make any reports. In some districts good men, such as would fulfill 
the requirements of the law, cannot be induced to serve, leaving it in 
the hands of the incompetent. It would be better to have township 
boards to transact all the business of the schools, and the members o 
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this board could be allowed reasonable compensation, or a county 
board, together with the county superintendent, could easily transact 
all the school business in the county, thereby simplifying the machi- 
nery of the system. The minimum number of months during which 
the schools are to be kept in operation, should be increased to six or 
seven months. This would retain men in the profession of teachers, 
who are now driven from iton accountof the shortness of the term. 
I held three public examinations at three different points in the coun- 
ty during the last week in September, and the last Saturday in each 

month is the time appointed for the stated public examinations. The 
male and female high school at Hillsboro, in this county, will go into 
operation October 14, 1872. This institution will include the free 
schools of the three adjoining districts. The friends of this school 
hope to make it useful, not only to the immediate community, but to 
the county at large. 

Union Townsuip.—This township has nine districts, and one or 
. more schools were taught in each district during the last year. All the 
districts have houses except one. Nearly all the money apportioned 
to the whites, in this township, was expended ; but near $700, appor- 
tioned to the colored, is unexpended. There was no colored school 
taught during the last year ; no teacher could be got until-it was too 
late in the winter. A school will commence this fall and continue 
through the winter and spring. The levy was laid, and enumeration 
reported according to law. 

LixconN TowwNsurp.—This township has seven districts, all supplied 
with houses, but not with suitable furniture. Schools were taught in 
all the districts but one. I have not learned why this district had no 
school. This township has more than $1800 unexpended school 
money in the treasury. It is the intention of the officers to continue 
the schools the ensuing year for from six to eight months. The levy 
was laid, and the enumeration reported according to law. 

GRANT TowNsHÍP.—This township has eleven districts all supplied 
with school houses, most of which have good furniture. Ten schools 
were taught the past year. The want of a good teacher tilt it was 
considered too late in the winter, was the cause of the failure in the 
remaining one. ‘The trustees intend to prolong the term the coming 
year. There is at this time, $250 appropriated to the colored youth, 
of whom there are twenty-two in the township, but have never yet 
had a school. A house is now being buiit, and a school will be open- 
ed for them this fall. One school house was built this year. The 
levy was laid according to law, and the enumeration reported. 

MxxapE Townsurp.—This township has five districts, all of which, 
except one, have two houses each, furnished with good furniture, and 
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-there was a school taught in ad house during the past year. Most 
-of the districts in the county that did not have four months school, 
had it discontinued on account of its interfering with farming work in 
the spring and sugar-making, as it i8 termed here. Looking back 
-over the past year, we have much to encourage us in the cause of 
. education. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFCATES. 


MIA seeevsstecee 3|Moore, E H .. UE cC 
Moore, Maggie A pac beseeseds . 1|Matthews, MG. dana le ltda aaa 
"Curry, PE... es. e "—"—— . 3/Price, SD. ia ceo Wetssieasal ayes 3 
Brown, S L.. er ee etenedtasercecsersececcee «ZO Trader, R C. et 
Arbogast, W F... .. 2)Kinnison, D 6 n <. 
Warwick, J Re. . .LÉ|Stulling, Nettie ...3 
Gillispie, NE NL Hee acs Sass .5|Price, J WY ...... ud 
Curry, Rachael... se .... .. 22226 oe 3j Grimes, Obra A^ uiis e 2s 28 4 
ee Taylor © ....rcccccccsccvesccce sons cenare snae öl Buckley pureks:? J.. dus qu deeadee.-6. SessccnsescesO” 
Bird, Uriah . .......... err mU Mc STT +....2) Wilsen, W J.. Sees co: e CR EXE RI kii 5 
Hartman, AM.. wh sestao reste esso se sevens '.D|O verholt „Wm E [: E ie PINE RETURN UE —- 
Fitzwater, G W e. ————— asss A Smith, J m. TE: n 
Payne, koe SOME MOM BAS NEUEM CUR Moore, J8.. A e 
Harold, L W....ccscoscecce eee tte sso Eos as . 5|Kee, HE.. —Á——— 1 
Moore, AAA del ee eese A 2| Kineaid, JE. Sd, KERN asd e ee POE 
Barnett; J B -caress o ever cera eua ew eee siones: : Headrick, A W.. ETE Raced’ E O E A whe 


Warwick,J W. 


PRESTON COUNTY—Joun H. FEATHERS, Supt. 


I have the honor to transmit herewith, my first annual report of the 
«condition and character of the schools of Preston county, for t he 
«school year'ending August 31, 1872, with such details as could be 
gathered from unrecorded as well as recorded statistics. 

lam happy to say, that there is general progress throughout the 
«county in educational matters. Our teachers are rapidly attaining 

a higher standard of qualifications, and the youth attending school are 
‘making commendable progress in their studies. 

Our citizens are not willing to part with the free school system ; 
-they are willing, however, to have it modified, simplified, and made 
better. I may before closing, touch upon a few points in which 
-changes are desirable. 

There are still some in our midst who are dissatisfied. with the sys- 
tem, but they are like bubbles upon the water; when the rain ceases 
the bubbles gradually disappear; so those who are injopposition to free 

«schools will gradually disappear. 


SCHOOL HOUSES. 


There are one hundred and seven 'school houses in Preston county, 
-one hundred of which are frame, fourHog, two stone and one brick. 
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Nearly all of them arein good condition. Five new school buildings have 
been completed this year ; a neatly finished frame in Rowlesburgh, on 
the Baltimore and Ohio railroad, in the township of Reno, which has 
been well supplied with the latest improved-style of furniture, at a 
cost of three thousand dollars ; and a fine large two story frame build- 
ing in Union township, costing $1500, which building is in the town 
of West Union; at which place they have an enumeration of nearly 
. one hundred scholars. They filled out a requisition and brought it to 
me to sign, which I did, and sent it to the Peabody fund, for the pur- 
pose of continuing the school ten months. They employ two teachers 
at a cost of $85.00 per month. Rev. J. H. Cupp isprincipal. A very 
energetic, efficient teacher. 

We have one independent school district in this county, in the town 
of Brandonville, which has an enumeration of sixty scholars. They 
. continue their school six months in the year. They employ but one 
teacher, at a cost of $50 per month. Rev. J. H. Beatman taught 
iheir school last winter, and on account of his joining the conference 
they continued their school but four months. 


TEACHERS IN THE COUNTY.—One hundred and seven teachers were 
employed during the year, most all of which were males. About one- 
fourth af them came from Pennsylvania. I am sorry to say that we 
have not enough teachers in Preston county to supply the work ; con- 
sequently it leaves a vacancy for teachers from other States, which is 
a bad arrangement,.if it could be avoided, and I think from the pres- 
ent flourishing condition of schools we will soon be able to supply the 
vacancies with citizens of our own county. 


Vistts.—aA part of our schools were visited last winter, and a part 
were not visited atall. Mr. Fortney, my predecessor, visited but very 
few schools at the close of the term ot his office. After I came into 
office I visited a goodly number of schools. Remarks were made at 
each school with an effort to impress upon the mind of each pupil that 
education is, after all, principally a self-work ; that the effort must be 
& continuous one; no single day, week or month's work being suffi- . 
cient, but honest, earnest, continued effort is absolutely necessary to 
secure success. “We should not become weary in well doing, for in 
due season we we shall reap if we faint not.” An increased number 
of visits by other school officers and parents were reported. These, 
when judiciously made, are always beneficial. 

EXAMINATIONS.—Six publie examinations were held by Mr. Fort- 
ney, and these at such points as best to accommodate-the teachers. A 
majority of the applicants, however, presented themselves for private 
examination. These seem necessary, on account of so ‘many of our 
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teachers being citizens of other States. Whenever public examina- 
iions can be madé to answer, private ones should be discontinued.. 
SUGGSETED CHANGES IN THE Law.—Especially would I call atten- 


: tion to the unnecessary number of officers now required, making too 


much machinery, thus tending to hinder rather than advance the 
work. i 

The present method of collecting and disbursing our school funds, 
as well as our building fund, is said by those most intimately ac- 
quainted with the working of the system, to leave absolutely less to 
be applied to actual school purposes thau when each township col- 
lected her own money, besides making it so much more inconvenient 
for those holding orders on the sheriff to get their money. 

In my opinion each township ought to collect and disburse their 
own funds, thus giving the township collectors a better chance to see 
their neighbors, and they can collect closer than what the sheriffs do. 
In my opinion teachers’ certificates should show on their face the 
bearer’s acquaintance with each branch. This would enable trustees 
more intelligibly to select teachers suited for their respective dis-- 
tricts. 

The office of county supcrintendent ought to be maintained, ren- 
dered more efficient, and a better salary paid. I think it would be 
better to have each county sub-divided into districts or townships, and 
a school commissioner in each school district, instead of so: many 
trustees. Having thus hinted at a few changes which observation has 
taught me to believe would be improvements in our school economy, 
l would respectfully submit this my annual report, which, though 
imperfect, it is hoped will not be unpardonable. 

In conclusion I would say, that every township has made a levy 
which is thought, by the help of the State fund, will run the schools 
four months this coming winter. - | ' 
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PUTNAM COUNTY-—-Tnuos. CARPENTER, Supt. 


~ I have the honor herewith to hand you my report of the free schools. 
of Putnam county, for the year ending August 31, 1872. ‘IT regret 
that it is not fuller and ‘more complete, but with the very inaccurate: 
and meager reports furnished me by the secretaries of the different 
boards of education, it was impossible to compile a detailed report 
that would show the statistics required. It will he observed that one 
township, (Scott,) has failed to furnish me with any report. : 

BurrALOo TowsxsuirP—heports.eight schools, with an enrollment of 
456 youth; of these 908 attended school, though the average atten- 
dance is only 197. It cost per month per pupil $4.522 to conduct 
these schools. There are eight school districts in this township, and 
the report shows that thirty-seven months schools were taught, 
making an average of. four and five-eighth months school to each dis- 
trict. Im addition to the above there was a colored school taught i in 
this township, for the term of three months, the number attending: 


y 
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being 9 males and 18 fémales—total 22. Average attendance 16. 
Average age 114 years; taught by colored’ female teacher at a salary 
of $25.00 per month. 

Curry TownsHip—Reports eight schools, with an enrollment of 
587 youth; of these 312 attended school. Average attendance 170 4-5. 
It cost per month, per pupil, $6.944, to conduct these schools. There 
are eight districts in this township, and the report shows that thirty- 
one month school was taught, being a fraction less than the four 
months for each district as required by law. 

GRANT TOWNSHIP.—The report shows seven schools—enrollment 
A24, of these 210 attended school. Average attendance was only 154. 
It cost per month, per pupil, $9.98; There are seven school districts, 
and each district held the four months school as required by law. 

Hutton Townsnip—Reports two schools. Enrollment 600. Of 
these 298 attended school, and the average attendance was 176. It 
cost per month, per pupil, $11. 814, and the report shows 41 months 
schools, being a fraction over the four months required by law for 
each district. The township is in ‘a prosperous financial condition, 
notwithstanding it costs so much per pupil to educate its youth. 

Scott TowNsHir—This township makes no official report, though I 
understand it is notin debt, and the-schools have been held in all the 
districts during the past year. Thé secretary of the board of educa- 
tion, (Mr. Robert D. Salmons, a very worthy gentleman,) was confined 
to his room by sickness during the wintet and early spring, from whieh~ 
he finally recovered, ‘only to meet with the misfortune of having a 
leg fractured, putting him in 2095) a’ condition that he could not get 
his report in. 

UNION Db wee neta E ‘schools with an enrollment of 243 
youth; of these, 150 attended school; average attendance 85.' It cost 
per month pet pupil $8.70. The report shows that only twenty-two 
months school was: taught, giving only a fraction ` over three months 
school to each district. be 

WINFIELD ‘INDEPENDENT  District—This district reports an enfoll- 
ment of 116 youth; of these 110 attended school, average attendance 70. 
It cost per month per pupil to conduct this school $4.94. Pongol was 
taughtsix Ponui; 


T 


zn i , . CONCLUSION. 


In conclusion, I would say, ihat I came into office on the first of 


January last. In the middle of the sthool year, after nearly all the . 


schools in the county had been taught, and when the weather was so 
inclement, that it would have been impossible for me to have visited 
the schools, even had they been going on. This will account for the 
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meagre number of “visits to schools by county superintendent,” em- 
bodied in the report. I found the school matters of this county in a 
state of inextricable confusion, and it was only after a vast amount of 
labor on my part that 1 am able to present you this incomplete re- 
port. My predecessor, had made no report for a year or two, nor had 
he required the different townships to report to him, and the secretaries 
of the different boards had come to the conclusion that it was not 
necessary to make reports. I think I have succeeded in impressing 
“upon them the necessity of keeping affairs in a condition, that full and 
complete reports may be had in the future. Next year I hope to be 
able to give a full and complete report from every township in the 
county. 

I would respectfully call your attention to the fact that the blanks 
furnished for township reports are not the same in form, as those 
furnished for county reports. Some statistics are given in the town- 
ship reports for which there are no blanks in the county reports, and 
again there are blanks in the county reports for statistics not called 
for in the township reports. Again the headings are not uniform in 
the township and county reports, which very much increases the labor 
of the county superintendent in compiling his report from the various 
township reports. I would suggest that the blanks be made to con- 
form to each other, in every particular. à 

The trustee system does not seem to work well in this county. It is 
too cumbersome, and requires too many men to run the machine; the 
old adage, ““too many cooks spoil the broth," I think, is applicable to 
this system, particularly when you take into consideration the fact, 
that a large majority of the persons appointed as trustees, are totally 
incompetent for the position. I would therefore suggest that the trus- 
tees be abolished, and that the schools of each township be placed in 
charge of a board of education, to consist of three persons, to be ap- 
pointed by the county superintendent, and that they shall give bond 
for the faithful performance of their duties, and that they be paid a 
reasonable compensation for their services, the maximum amount to 
be fixed by the legislature. 

I would respectfully call you ‘attention to the enormous cost per 
pupil, (thé average in this county, as will be seen by the report being 
$7.73% per pupil per month.) The reason of this is, the very small 
per centage of those enumerated, who attend the schools. When we 
consider the increased number of children who have received the 
rudiments of an education since the inauguration of the free school 
system, in the county of Putnam, we must allow that the community 
has been much benefited by it. 

This conclusion we arrive at after having instituted a coniparison 
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between the new and the old system, yet when we consider the cost of 
the new system, weare led to suspect that theré is something wrong 
in the disbursement: of the funds; a particular examination of the 
subject confirms these suspicions, and shows us that the money ex- 
pended is out of all proportion to the good derived. Itis seen that 
the amount paid to the school teacher is less than half the amount 
paid for school purposes. This I take to be the crying evil attending 
the administration of the free school law all over the State, and the 
correction of the evil would, in my opinion, stop the almost universal 
complaint upon the subject. The tax payer would not begrudge his 
money were he assured that it would be applied to the purpose for 
which he paid it, and parents would besatisfied that they were deriving 
benefits bearing some proportion to the taxes of the community. Ifall pub- 
lic officers, who handle the school money after it leaves the hands of the 
tax-payer, were held to a strict accountability, and were required to 
apply a stated due amount to the direct purposes of education, instead 
of being left to squander it for anything and everything that they may 
deem necessary to carry on the schools, the children of the county 
would receive double the amount of education they have heretofore 
received. I would favor a system of compulsory education. Itis no 
greater hardship upon the parent to compel him to send his child to 
school a certain number of months in the year, than it is upon the tax 
payer to contribute of his substance to support the schools. All of 
which is respectfuly submitted. 
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RALEIGH COUNTY—Atrrep BERKLEY, JR.. Supt. 


The present free school system in West Virginia, as far as I can form 
an opinion from my short experience as county. superintendent of Ra- 
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leigh county, is very defective in theory and practice. "There is too 
much complexity. The township boards of education remind me of 
2 complicated steam engine which must run irregularly and unevenly 
unless what engineers call the governor is applied, so as. to give 
smooth, effective, and regular action or movement to the whole ma- 
chine. Each township board makes an annual levy and receives its 
proportional share of the annual State quota ; and upon the arbitrary 
requisition of trustees, who are practically irresponsible—at least, 
have been so treated in the operation of the gystem—the board of edu- 
cation pay out the salaries of the teachers. Now the several boards 
should take care to assign to each district school, its proportion of the 
township school fund, and honor no requisition beyond that amount, 
and that they have not done so is proven by the absolute bankruptey 
of all or most of the township treasuries and the existence of out- 
standing drafts upon the county treasurer (now the sheriff) that 
would swallow up the whole State quota, as well the levies of the 
present year, and stop all schools. (For instance, Edwin Prince has 
shown me drafts in his hands of more than seven hundred dollars.) 
Your instructions are wise and timely, and legal, and will alone enable 
the schools to be carried on four months at least. 

My report cannot possibly be as full, complete and satisfactory rep- 
resentation of the condition and status of school matters transpiring 
during the past year, because the secretaries of the township boards 
will not spur up the trustees with the co-operation of the several 
teachers,to make their reports; consequently their own reports, upon 
which my report is based, are very meagre, and replete with blunders 
and inaccuracies and most of them come in irregularly and long after 
the .twentieth of September. Ihave not received the report from 
Wm. B. Thompson, the secretary of Richman township board, and re- 
port his delinquency. Isent word to him by the supervisors two weeks 
ago. 

Upon my visit to as many schools as was practicable, for many were 
about closing when I entered upon the duties of my office, J anuary 1, 
1872, I found them generally not suited, either as to room or other- 
wise to promote the comfort of either teacher or pupils, and conse- 
quently the progress of the scholars has been retarded. For how js it 
possible for the teacher to convey instruction and the scholars to re- 
ceive it, when in the inclemency of the winter season, during which 
most of our schools are in operation, their bodies are freezing? How 
shall their minds be buttorpid’also? ^ ^" ' x 

I would suggest a regulation by which the schools of the county 
should commence and ‘close about the same time; this would ‘greatly 
facilitate the superintendent in visiting the several sehoole. T- find 


4 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 93. 


this the most pleasant, useful, effective duty of my office. The oftener 
the superintendent visits the schools and addresses them, both teacher 
and pupils, the teacher is encouraged in his responsible, and under 
some circumstances irksome duties, and the youth and children who 
are always pleased, with a frank and kind interest of their elders in 
their progress in learning and in-their- behavior, are stimulated to re» 
newed, ardent and assiduous application to their books. 

Their young and ductile hearts and minds are open to all gentle 
reasonable and loving admonitions and advice, they form the most 1n- 
teresting, attentive audience I can address, and I have no doubt their 
conduct in and out of school will improve; their obedience to their 


"parents and desire to please them, and their respect and love to faith- 


ful, unwearied teachers be greatly enhanced. 

Without arrogating to myself either a right, or the qualification to 
dictate to the legislature, shortly to convene under the new and ex- 
cellent constitution, yet I would respectfully advise the abolishment 
of the township boards of education, and, that each county be care- 
fully and judiciously divided into three or more school districts, and 
that the people in each county school district elect their best and 
most intelligent fellow eitizen as school commissioner, and that these 
several commissioners meet together at the court house, at least twice 
and not more than four times in each year, at specified times, and 
form thé county board of education, under the presidency of the 
county superintendent, and with a competent clerk, (and tlie one hun- 
dred and seventy-five dollars now paid to seven generally incompetent 
secretaries, will secure the services of a skillful, competent person). 
Let each commissioner represent where schools should be maintained, 
within his district, and upon the.approval of the board there would 
be assigned to each school its proportionate share of the levy and 
State quota, and.upon the order of the commissioners the board would 
audit and pay accordingly. Of course the county board would be 
empowered to lay the levies. upon the several districts under proper 
limitations. The superintendent, as the executive of the board would 
see that their orders were carefully observed and earried out. The 
financial operations would be simple and direct, and all.danger of. 
bankruptcy in the school system avoided. Surely, one set of accounts 
would be greatly, preferable to seyen, or more, where there.is no unity 
of plan, and where the school finances will become entangled in the 
present loose, disjointed system, if it deserves the name of system. 

Of course, a reasonable per diem should be allowed to the commis- 
sioners quring their meetings at the court-house, and the commission- 


. ers could appoint trustees, or visitors, to encourage the schools, but 
‘| without the irresponsible power to handle the finances of the district. 
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These might be consulted in the selection of teachers, and every sen- 
sible commissioner would seek their advice and co-operation at all 
times. Thisis a concise sketch of the plan I would recommend. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted to the honorable State 
Superintendent of Free Schools. - j 
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RANDOLPH COUNTY—Jacoz J. HILL, Supt 


I have the honor herewith to transmit you my annual report of the 
free schools of Randolph county, for the scholastic year ending Sep- 
tember 1, 1872. In July I instructed each board of education, when . 
to make their annual report, and how to make it. -My reportis ample 
evidence of the criminal carelessness and negligence with which they 
have responded to these instructions. With but one or two exceptions, 
the boards of education have neglected to make their annual settle- 
ments, for any year, since the organization of our school system. The 
authority of the county superintendent, being principally advisory, 
the boards of education seem to attach comparatively little importance 
to the same. 

The non-performance of any duty required of any school officer is 
made a misdemeanor by our statute, and indictable by the grand jury 
which is to show a remedy to be effectual. 

CLAY Townsuie.—This township has five districts, and had four 
schools in operation. District No. 1, a school for four months; No. 
2, a school for five and 2 half months, and Nos. 8 and 4, a school each 
for three months, and district No. 5 had no school. The cause of fail- 
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ure to have a school is not known to me. This district exhibits an 
earnest and lively interest in the cause of general education. 

GREEN TownsHiP.—This township is divided into eight districts. 
Numbers one and eight had no schools. I cannot state the reason. 
Numbers two, three, four, five, six and seven had each a school dis- 
trict three months, making an average for each district, a school dur- 
ing two and one-fourth months. 

Scott township is divided into five districts, and number five had a 
school for two months; the other four districts had no schools. I 
think the reason these districts had no schools, was, they were unable 
to procure teachers. 

Beverly township has seven districts. It has two schools; one in 
district No. 2, the other in district No. 9. No schools were taught in 
the other five districts. I suppose there were no funds to support 
these schools, the township being considerably in debt, and the board 
of education made but a nominal levy for the support of their schools. 
The cost per pupil in this township is $15.23, although they had only 
five months of school; the expenditures being principally for building. 

Union township has four districts, and had three schools, two dur- 
ing two months, and one during three months. A large portion of 
the land in this township is owned by non-residents, and the levy is 
not paid in the county, thereby depriving the township of funds to 
continue the schools during four months, though the board levy the 
full amount permitted. 

Clark township is divided into ‘six districts, and had five schools, 
four during three months and one during two and one-half months. 
District number six had no school. The funds in this township were 
not sufficient to continue the schools for a longer period. 

Reynolds township is divided into five distriets. District number 
three had a school during three months, and district number five dur- 
ing four months. The want of suitable teachers prevented the other 
districts from having any school. 


Mingo township is divided into three districts, and had two schools, 
one in district number one during two months, and one in district 
number two during one and one-half months. Iam unable to say why 
these schools were not taught. 


Dry Fork is divided into ten districts, and had some schools. I 
have received no report from this township; nor do I know that it 
has made any levy for the present year, as required by the forty-fourth 
section of the school law. 


The nine townships are divided into fifty-three districts. There have 
been twenty-five schools taught, of which I have received reports. 
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'These schools have been taught, upon an average, during a period of 
three months ; in the other. districts there have been no schools. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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RITCHIE COUNTY—T. W. IRELAND, Sup’t. 


The within report is necessarily very imperfect. Having but re- 
cently entered upon the duties of the office, I can say very little 
about the condition, of schools. i 

I am now filling the unexpired time of F. H. Martin. The reports of 
some of the township clerks have been very imperfect and unsatis- 
factory; but I have endeavored to improve the same by adding thereto 
all the necessary information available from other sources. 

Sixty-eight certificates have been granted since November 4, sd 2. 
Six of these have been No. 1; twenty-five No. 2; twenty-five N 0.3 
nine No. 4, and three No. 5. Public examinations were held once a 
month. | 
* In all my examinations I have been rigid, giving ten questions in 
each branch. Correct answers to five-sixths of. them necessary to 
Grade No. 1; two-thirds No. 2; one-half No. 3; five-twelfths No. 4. 
No number 5’s have been granted. 

Clay, Union and Grant townships have each nineteen school dis- 
tricts, all supplied with comfortable houses. Clay, however, holds a 
third interest in a school in Grant township. One district in Clay 
had no school owing to convenience to other schools. Ten failed in 
having four months of school. In Union eight have failed in having 
four months, but none entirely. In Grant only three have failed in 
the required number of months, and none entirely. 

The failures were owing principally to a want of funds. 

For the information of those sufficiently interested to read this 
paper, but who have not time or inclination to go through the tables of 
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your report for the purpose of gleaning information which relates to 
the schools of Ritchie county, I submit the following condensed state- 
ment: 

1. Total enrollment in county, 2,765. 


2. Average attendance— Clay, 485; Union, 428; Grant, 353, 
Total, 1,266. - 


3. Number of teachers employed—Clay, 24; Union, 21; Grant, 
19. Total, 64. 


4. Amount paid teachers (salaries)—Clay, $2,834; Union, $2,197 ; 
Grant, $2,592. Total, $7,628. 


5. Total cost of operating the schools—Clay, $3,037; Union, $3,338 ; 
Grant, $2,792. Total, $8,167. 


6. Total cost per pupil for tuition, based on daily attendance, aver- 
age, $6.45. i 


* 


Murphy township makes no report; the cause of which I do not 
know. 'The clerk, M. A. Ayres, wrote me some twelve or fourteen 
days ago, for blanks. I forwarded them at once. 

The only difficulty I meet with is on account of the trustees em- 
ploying teachers for more school in à year than is provided for, and 
paying higher wages than their apportionment will admit of. I hope 
our present Legislature will look to a remedying of this evil. How- 
ever, lam diametrically opposed to much legislation upon schoo 
matters. 5 

Iam well pleased with the advancement our teachers are making in 
their profession, and hope for still greater in the coming: year. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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ROANE COUNTY—Joun B. Tompson, Supt. 


I herewith send you my annual report. You will find many imper- 
fections in it owing to the township reports being deficient in many 
particulars. Indeed they often fail to approximate to any thing like 
correctness. This is partly attributed to the blanks furnished by the 
General Superintendent of Schools being so complicated and of such 
doubtful construction. I came into this office the first of last Jan. 
vary. 1 have visited a small number of schools, and found them ina 
flourishing condition. This county showed an enrollment for the year 
1871, of 3,136 youths; of this number the daily average attendance is 
1,482, this shows a considerable per cent. under the year 1870. We 
had then oecording to Mr. H. F. Gibson’s (my predecessor,) report 
2,810 youths, daily average attendance 1,607; this in my opinion is * 
occasioned by the trusteeism. ‘The trustees consider that they have 
to please everybody, and more especially some of their relatives who 
may want a scholl or his teacher to board—the result is no one is 
pleased, but a good many suspect their motives and are made angry, 
and keep their children at home. Now, I do not for one moment 
pretend to assert that any.of the trustees of our county arebiased by 
such motives, but I do know that some of the people think so ; that is, 
they the trustees do not take in consideration the qualifications and 
that alone, but are biased more or less by self interest. 

The legislature of 1872 created the Spencer independent school iiis 
trict out of Spencer township ; there is enrolled 90 youths; the school 
is now in operation with sufficient money from state and county levy 
to continue school six months. This district has been very much en- 
couraged with the prospect ere long ofgetting assistance from the 
Peabody fund. This school has the prospect of giving an impetus to 
the cause of education in the county that will be of essential benefit. 

Spencer township has seventeen school districts, all of which are 
provided with comfortable school houses, with the exception of one, 
the seventeenth district. There were sixteen schools taught during 
the past year by good teachers. 

Smithfield township has eleven districts and ten school houses. Ten 
schools were taught during the past year, by some good teachers. 

Curtis township has eight school districts and eight school houses; 
one very good and neat frame school house was burned last winter by 
some fiendish person. In this township during the past year eight 
schools were taught. 

Harper township has eleven districts and nine school houses ; during 
the past year eleven schools were taught. 
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Reedy township has ten districts and ten school houses, eight frame 
and twolog. In this township during the past year ten schools were 
taught. 

Geary township has eight districts and eight school houses. Eight 
schools were taught in this township during the past year. 

Walton township has ten districts and nine school houses. Ten 
schools were taught during the past year, in this township. My visits 
to this township reveal the fact to me that the officers of this township 
are more active and alive to the interests of the rising generation, than 
the remaining portion of the county. The rising generation will owe 


a debt of gratitude to the board of education of this township for their * 
energetic and never tiring labors. 
TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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SUMMERS COUNTY—Joun H. Pack, Supt. 


It is with regret that at this late hcur lam compelled to send you 
such a deficient report. Could you but see the material from which 
I make it, you would at once excuse it. I returned some of the re- 
ports sent me by the township secretaries, for correction, but when 
sent back to me I found no improvement; therefore, am compelled 
- to make the best report I can from them. 
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The condition of the free. schools in Summers county, Fam happy 
to inform you, is much better than when I assumed the duties of 
county superintendent, but yet I must confess that there is yet de- 
cided room for improvement. 

You will see by my report that the number of months required by 
Jaw were not taught; the reason was this: Every township, save one, 
was in-debt, contracted before the county was formed; this had to be 
paid from last year’s levy. The boards of education also were of the 
opinion that good teachers could be had for much less than was really 
paid for them; they therefore only allowed the schools to be continued 
"so long as there was money in the hands of the sheriff to pay teachers. 

In one or two townships, as you will see upon a final settlement 
with the sheriff, there was a small balance unexpended. 

I have given instructions to all the boards of education, since with 
but one exception they are all out of debt, not to employ a teacher for 
a‘less term than four months, for the present year. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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i TAYLOR COUNTY —PERRY GAWTHROP, Supt. 


Herewith, I have the honor of transmitting to you my first annual 
report of the condition of free schools in this county. Owing to some 
improper financial arrangements, the success of the system of free 
schools in several of the townships, has been much impeded, many of 
the teachers having to wait until the succeeding year for part of their 
Salaries. And the act of the legislature, reducing the number of 
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townships from nine to five, has also had an embarrassing influence ; 
some of the townships thus consolidated being entirely out of debt, 
while others were considerably involved. But this dissatisfaction has 
to some extent been alleviated by the establishment of an independent 
school district, including late Grafton township, which is greatly in 
debt, while state Union township, now forming a part of Grafton 
township, is out of debt. With one exception, the several boards of edu- 
cation have laid a levy sufficiently large to continue the schools at 
least five months, and to liquidate all indebtedness, both for school 
and building purposes. The unfavorable result produced by indebt- 
.edness, seems to have arrested not only the attention of school off- 
cers, but of those interested in the cause of free school education, and 
I think after the taxes for the succeeding year have been collected, 
the good intent of the system will have culminated in greater perfec- 
tion, and the discording element against its management will have 
cause to vanish. I visited a majority of the schools during the pres- 
ent year, and found them generally in a progressive and animated con- 
‘dition. The teachers are principally of our own county, and deserve 
much honor for their untiring energy and systematie teaching. 

I regret that this very limited report has been delayed, but I have 
endeavored, diligently, from time to time to have the secretaries re- 
port early, but failed on account of trustees neglecting to report to 
secretaries, and I would here recommend that teachers be required to 
report at the close of term (by the assistance of trustees) whatis now 
required of trustees. This system would doubtless enable the boards 
of education to make complete reports, with less labor. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TUCKER COUNTY—PuarLETUS Lirscoms, Supt. 


I am gratified that atthe close of the scholastic year to be able to- 
forward my report of the condition of schools in Tucker county. The 
prosperity of them is less gratitying than that for which I had been led 
to hope, but it now begins to assume a more gratifying aspect. The 
board of education show, by their determination that no means shall 
be spared to bring about an effectual working of the free school sys- 
tem, and has levied 50 per cent for building, and the same for schools, 
another has laid 50 per cent. for building, and 25 for schools, while a 
third has laid 10 per cent. for building, and 40 for schools, which is a 
much larger levy than any heretofore laid in this county, aud*will be 
an example for some of our sister ‘counties, who seem slack in pro- 
viding the means for the support of the free school system. 

Iwould suggest that the boards of education be paid for their ser- 
vices, and their duties made imperative, so that all obstacles may be 
removed out of the way of the present advancing system of education, 
for I believe that no means should be spared to bring our state on a 
level with those around us. 

Teachers should be qualified, both mentally and morally, so as to be 
able to teach by example as well as by precept, and which may be the 
means of doing much guod, and increasing the interest of schools 
throughout the state. 

Education is needed for the prosperity of our civil and political 
institutions. 5 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES, 
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TYLER COUNTY—J. Epuar BoYERS, Supt 


During the past year the schools of Tyler county have done a good 
work. Nearly every school district now has a good, comfortable 
school house in it. As a general thing the teachers have worked well ; 
the attendance at school has been large; parents and friends have 

taken a commendable interest, and the work has progressed well. I 
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am not ashamed of the school work of Tyler county; on the contrary, 
there is much of which we may be well pleased—even boast. Our 
teachers are alive—mostly citizens of the county, and are interested 
in the advancement of the youth of their respective communities, and 
the general prosperity of the people of the county and state. 

I hope the legislature will uphold the free school system of our 
state by prudent and decided legislation. ** We must educate," is the 
word, and we want no milky work, but determined and meaning 
action. - 


. TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


Ankrom, R Oe moron sase eee se 2] Lemon, Mary . d 
Adams, A D ......... ... 2{Moiris, Wm R. a sone 
Adams, J T. . i . -2[Martin, LWT. Sas?  Setsede Sar s seat a EN Rae gas 
Anderson, Sarah m 3 McEntne, IN. Er ES 
Baier, Wm Ji... oe.” eno sor so e» os © vee 9| Morris, C.....000, IN niti ede aede 
Britton, AO eo e ee I eme o 9 OO D McCormick, W Site Bee belii een 

Brown, D Jinise cl cake eon 999. Ba ates 3| McEntire, WRH. DUCERE s. ao 
Beaty, Jas Busses o o. 00 lel e e. — 2|Parks, Thos No. ww DEM EI 
Bowser, CG .. T€ en. Q2Patton, G W ge o a el ne te e es 
Barber, Wm n. secs "E" 2 Portch, TJ . — M Au——ae 


Do bo OS A pl O9 e i C2 Q2 CO P Q2 OO 


Crumrine, Della 7... cesses -3| Parks, 'F M. - a ai Wu 
Cunningham, Jennie ..... quite se oe ee 5. eB Penpont, J es ee Gao MER as, Ae 
Covalt, Theodoro.. meessep sosse o werop o orar crono ana sese 2] RODINGON, Relle J a oM edd A eap eir Dae 
Davis, "Wesley — "n VAsplc E lseee' sand: eee 
Dopler, J A... gosses eee cones eene eese sassi 3| Roberts, Sar M Mess v. Ew EA Sae RS e URL SE eS 
Devore, Isaac Wi... ssa e seeossenso soso ..AjStates, A J ....... asina ah aaron 
Eaton, I Dose pem P nie Seensnadee:eoacss 2 Stewart, JT: LP — TE s 
Fod,PFP........ e enero tnn sen e eee S | SI th, JO... ai 37. We eee ces es — 72 
Fordyze, AN ues ue oy aii .3 Smith, Wm R qos : On) 
Grimes, Geo Waressssss e se sene E EEE Sweeney, EA... Lco 
Gans, J H senses ees e ere PR E SSunth, DO co rs wae x9 1 cnn 2 
Garrett, A ET af oy 2 Slaymakor, QU ue uule aoe Seed ten: A 
Hill, Bun W a wn aie ase MES nes 2[Smith, Molle E . .. . a aa 3 
Hardman, OWO icusi area es WHickman, JT ..... WO a ia d 
Hess. A L € onnecaro cor cononanos ene + 0I Hickman, I W..... A sue RA 
Hanes, Calvin ... oo conos oooraconoso cee et H0 e coved Hoskinson, dülvie.£leee 7 BE gaia eels Sys Seats E 
Haddox, L C .... desde x. a Poons esa EAEAN . -Jlj|McGrew, Maggie...ccsssssccccree sese co enne 3 
Hoskinson, PA s A ee 2|Montg: mery, B ae NE "à 
Hugus, E | ROUES e e nee 2» J| Molden, Theo se s sesser e o ese. o > see 
Jones, Wm coosnnsenono se o o soso sorene nas S enne nd Vansant, Mary Le.. ......... eese tenen e o se eel 
Jones, F O.. eese sso A E breede 3| Wade, Gto ——————— E dees 
Jones, Iaaac L ..... cosononcono sees enne nem 20 2 ce coe 2| Wilson, A D Lese csias ersoooo D A PON ee ate T 


Lemasters, E mocoscescanonenno e + eene nnn Saayan :2 E Aida JC... 
Lawson, A F ... ... 2e eene 


UPSHUR COUNTY—L. B. Moore, Sup’t 


I have the honor herewith to send you my annual report of the 
condition of the free schools of Upshur county for the year ending 
September 30, 1872. 

It would seem that after the experience of so many years; that our 
school officers ought to be able to make full reports, but I find after ur- 
gens solicitations and long waiting I can only send you an incomplete ` 
one. Some of our officers have performed well their duty ; others have 
not. T regret that I cannot fill every blank in the form, but I think that 
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the blanks furnished to trustees.and secretaries are not well adapted. 
to the accomplishment of their avowed purpose. 

Sonoon Housks.— We have in this county fifty-three school houses. 
completed; also, two more under contract, whieh are to be finished 
by November; making a total of (55) fifty-five. Most of these are 
substantial and comfortable frame houses. All but two townships 
have finished building; and one of these, Washington, has paid for 
the completion of all its houses, but through the dishonesty of a con- 
tractor, who was at the time a member of the board, one of them is 
not yet completed. The board has proceeded against him legally, 
but, owing to continual delays in court, justice seems very tardy. In 
the meantime the children of that district are obliged to suffer for the 
-want of proper accomodations. In Banks township, two houses þe- 
sides those under contract, are much needed. The surroundings of a 
majority of our houses are not by any means pleasant; many of them 
being out to the commons, or in fields, or woods, without inclosure. 
If we could have the grounds about them ornamented with shade 
trees, and surrounded with neat fences, it would add very much to 
their appearance and attractiveness. 

As the burden of taxation is diminishing to some extent by the 
completion of our houses, we hope to see these things accomplished 
soon. 

Scnoots.—During my term of office I have visited fifty-six schools. 
Many of these are efficient, and calculated to accomplish much good ;. 
others are far from being good schools, on account of the inefficiency 
of teachers and from other causes. I have been pained by the small 
and irregular attendance of the pupils. Many of the districts do not 
average more-than half of the children enrolled. This shows that 
our people are not yet fully alive to the importance of education. 
The average cost per pupil throughout the county is $4.44. 


TEACHERS. 


My predecessor and myself have granted, during the year, sixty- 
. nine certificates. A few applicants have been refused. We have 
many earnest, energetic teachers in the county, who seem to be deeply 
interested in the cause of education. We have some others who ap- 
pear to care very little about accomplishing their work well, and who- 
take no pains to inform themselves as to the best methods ofteaching. 
During the year we have held three sessions of our County Teacher’s 
Associations. These are attended, when practicable, by the better 
class of our teachers. 


We have also held a Teacher's Institute of six weeks, for the benefit 
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of teachers which, we think, has been of much service in awakening 
interest and securing uniformity of methods among teachers. 

Some of the townships failed to keep all of their schools open for 
four months during the year, but I think most of them will have longer 
sessions in the ensuing year. The levy for the coming year is suffi- 
cient, with the aid of the State fund, to carry on the schools for the 
time required by law. Some of our townships have received quite a 
sum from the delinquent land fund during the year. I think there is 
a disposition, on the part of some of the boards, to make the levy too 
small; thereby cramping themsclves when they come to pay their 
teachers, or compelling themselves to secure inferior teachers. 

In my humble judgment, that section of law which provides three 
trustees for every school district, would better be abolished; and in 
its place have an act providing that one person should be appointed 
in each district; these all to act together asthe board of education 
for the township. Each trustee to be elected by the votes of his dis- 
trict. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES 
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WAYNE COUNTY—Cuas. B. WEBB, Supt. 


I send you with this, my annual report of the statistical and finan- 
cal condition of the free school affairs of Wayne county, for the year 
ending August 91, 1872. 

I am gratified-to be able to report that the schools continue to pros- 
per in our county, and that popular interest in them is unabated. 
Much work has been done in the way of instructing township officers 
and trustees in their duties, and it has resulted in great advantage to 
the schools every way. 

We have a county teachers’ association organized, and had two 
meetings this season, at which instruction was given in the best method 
of teaching reading, arithmetic and grammar, and the management 
of schools. I find the teachers generally taking an interest in the 
meetings, and appearing anxious to learn and fit themselves for good 
teachers. -Very few profess to know it all, already. It requires some 
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effort to get the teachers out—some trouble to get them to realize the 
advantages and benefits of the teachers’ association, but it can be 
done. 

All but one township now have the school houses furnished with 
comfortable and respectable looking seats and desks. 

We have one graded school, in Ceredo, and itis getting along very 
well, though the attendance is notso full as we believe it ought to be. 

It is a number one school and highly appreciated by all those who 
are practically interested in the education of youth. The district has, 
by law, been made an independent school district, and went into school 
operation, under the new management, on the sixteenth day of Sep- 
tember, 1872. 

We retain among us, several excellent teachers, who have had the 
advantage of normal school training, (most of them at- Marshall 
College,) and they are doing much good for the common schools. It 
is hoped that that institution will be guarded and fostered generously, 
so that the best purposes of its establishment may be fully realized. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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WEBSTER COUNTY—Cuas. W. BENEDUM, Supl. 


I herewith present my annual report, statistical and financial, 
showing the condition of common schools in this county during the 
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past year. I regret that I connot send a more complete report of the 
working and condition of the school system in this county. Owing to 
the sparness of the population, it is impossible to have our schools 
well attended, Many of our school districts are divided by creeks and 
rivers without bridges, that cannot be crossed by those attending 
school during the rainy portion of the year. Changes cannot be made 
to obviate this difficulty. This county is divided into twelve school 
districts, four in each township. 

Fork Lick Towxsgrer—In this township there are seven school 
houses ready tor occupation, three frame and four log, all comfortable 
and substantial buildings, at an average cost of $260. This township 
had four schools in operation, one in each district, théy were well 
conducted, and a good proficiency was made by the pupils in learning. 

HoLLY Towswsuirp— This township reports an enumeration 260. 
"There were eight schoo!s in operation during the year, but they failed 
to measure up to the legal term. This township covers a large exent 
of county, and is thinly settled. It requires severalschools to accom- 
modate their youth. This being the case, they have failed in their 
school funds. 

GLADE TowxsuiP Covers a large tract of country, thinly settled, 
which renders it very inconvenient to accommodate all the youth. 
They had six schools in operation during the year on an average of 
three months. 

Opposition to the school system is rapidly disappearing. What we 
most need is good teachers. I have not been able to procure a repre- 
sentative in the State Normal School from this county. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF TNEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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WETZEL COUNTY—Wm. A. NEWMAN, Sup t 


I have the honor to transmit herewith my aunual report of the con- 
dition of the free schools in Wetzel co 1inty for the year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 1872, and am glad to inform you that the different boards 
of education in the county have all-done their duty in regard to 
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building new school houses and repairing the old ones. The majority” 
of the old houses are all too smal!. The new houses that were built 
last year are all frame ones, with the exception of one. "They are» 
twenty-four feet by twenty-eight, with eleven feet story, painted 
inside and out, and are all seated and and desked, and reflect much 

credit upon the different boards of education. There were seventy- 

two schools taught in this county last year, and the daily average 
of attendance was two thousand and twenty-six. We have some good 
teachers in the county who are an honor to the profession, and 

some who are just the reverse. The trustees asa body have two much- 
power, and often employ incompetent teachers when they could get 
competent ones for the same wages. They are often governed by” 
interested motives, and education is retarded by their acts. I am 

of the opinion that they could be abolished without any harm result-- 
ing therefrom to the school system. "They will sometimes employ a 
teacher whose grade of certificate is fivo or four, in preference to one 
whose grade of certificate is one or two, and thereby retard educa-- 
tion. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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WIRT COUNTY—C. C. LITTLE, Supt. 


I herewith transmit an imperfect report of thé schools of Wirt 
county, for the year ending August 31, 18/2. 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 109 


Tam not thoroughly acquainted with the working of the free school 
system in our county. 

When I entered upon the discharge of my duties the schoots had 
nearly all closed. - 

Blanks were distributed in due time, and I exhausted all the means- 
in my power to procure material for a “full and particular report ;" 
but was unsuccessful. 

The failure is attributable to neglect of teachers to report all that 
is required of them, carelessness o! trustees, and frequent change of 
school officers; especially secretary of the board of education. 

Multiplicity of officers is a hindrance to the successful working of 
the free school system, in this county, atleast. Persons are serving 
as trustees, who are incompetent to discharge the duties of the office. 

Notwithstanding dereliction of duty on the part of subordinate of- 
ficers, some good was accomplished in an educational point of view. ` 
Competent teachers were employed, who discharged their duties faith- 
fully at school, and, I believe, gave general satisfaction. Prospects 
for the present year are good. The boards of education in the several 
townships made ample levies for building purposes, and for the sup- 
port of schools. "Teachers licensed, thus far, are persons of good. 
moral character, excellent attainments, and well qualified i in every 
respect to take charge of schools in the county. i 


"TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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WOOD COUNTY—W. H. Pzrasor, Supt: 


I herewith submit my annual report of the publie schools of this 
county for the present year. I have used all the available means that 
could be obtained to make my report full and complete. 

My efforts have been attended with very satisfactory results to my- 
self and the several boards of educetion. 

Unusual interest has been displayed by both officers and citizens 
generally, in the great work of disseminating knowledge. <A large 
amount of money has been expended within the past year for this pur- 
pose, the aggregate sum of $44,000.00, and the happy results is fully 
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exemplified by the increased prosperity of the county in several par- 
ticular aspects. First, the intelligence of the citizens, the increased 
wealth of the county, the better state of society, all proclaim the gen- 
eral advance in the great work of progress and improvement. 7 

The new era in the historical and organic laws of our young State 
is but another evidence of the mighty march of progress. .The exist- 
ing laws of ten years ago are inadequate to the demands of the present 
times and necessities, which are furthering us on the great highway cf 
civil and religious liberty. 

But while we are encouraged by these happy influences and pro- 
pituous' results, we should guard every step into the future, and fully 
consider any new and proposed change of the present system of the 
public schools, before such proposed change becomes a law of our State. 
It is to be hoped, by the friends of education, that the gr eat bulwarks 
and safeguards thrown around the publie schools i in the new constitu- 
tion, incorporated there by the wise men in the council, will be care- 
fully observed by the new legislature which comes in November. 

That whatever changes they are induced to make bearing upon the 
School system, may be deliberately weighed by them, and only made 
upon positive assurance of advancing the cause of education. 

We have made rapid strides in this direction since the organization 
of our State, and if we desire to see our State compete with our other 
sister States, let us profit by their experience. The errors they have 
fallen into, let us guard against; and the good they have effected may 
we incorporate and promulgate to the advancement of our public 
interests. 

We should be extremely cautious as to the manner in which we ef- 
fect those changes. Whether by converting the present system into dis- 
` trict or county systems is a problem to be solved of paramount im- 
portance to the vital interest of our young State, and should we, in 
our anxiety to perfect our present system, impair and impede the good 
work so well begun, it will be a sad drawback to us. 

The propricty of changing the township system to the county is 
undoubtedly a question of grave importance. I doubt this propriety 
very much for several reasons, the history and experience of every 
State in which the public schools have existed for any length of time, 
presents far more favorable evidence in preference of the township 
System. Wherever the township system lias had the government of 
its educational affairs, with very few exceptions, they have prospered 
exceedingly. 

It is obvious to every thinking mind, that man naturally gives more 
Care and attention to those things which directly interests him than 
those of a foreign nature. So is it in respect to the township system, 
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this comes directly home to each citizen; he feels the importance of 
an education for his own and his neighbors children; by mutual con- 
sent a change of opinion pass with both the ciitzens and the board of 
education, everything relating to the subject iscanvassed for or against. 
From my own knowledge boards have entertained different views upon 
matters relating to schools when, upon consultation with the patrons 
théy have pursued a different course from which they previously pur- 
sued. It is supposed that the board composed of three commissioners, 
as is 1n the present case, will possess a better knowledge of their own 
internal affairs, than a number of justices from tho remotest part of 
the county. How isitexpected that one justice from a township or 
district, can be sufficientiy acquainted with all the wants of the town- 
ship, to fully represent them at a county meeeting which convenes only 
twice a year to lay the levy and sit one day each term. How many 
townships can be tairly represented in that space of time? We are 
obliged to have a board of commissioners, the experience of every 
State which has a tree school system preclaims that fact. Pennsylva- 
nia has her township commissioners or directors: each township is 
composed of five members who take entire charge of the school affairs, 
Their system works well. Illinois is somewhat similar, and so with a 
large proportion of States. Experience teaches us that each township 
or distriet will incur a great deal of business of a minor nature, which 
in many instances may be of paramount importance to the propaga- 
tion of the public shools. To invest one man or even two justices 
with absolute power to run the school machinery fora term of four 
years, according to their own whims and fancies, it is hard to conceive 
what might be the consequence, and how soon these noble fabries of 
public good would detoriate ; but on the other hand where each dis- 
trict regulates its own affairs, changes can be sooner effected, and con- 
sequently errors redressed much sooner than by the county system. 
The fact ocenrs to my mind that one of two things would occur by the 
adoption of the county system; the entire county court will be obliged 
to convene at least six times-per annum to regulate the school interest 
and difficulties which will occur or allow them go unregulated and 
in miserable confusion, which finally would prove to be disastrous to 
the cause of popular edueation. i 

lean see no possible and reasonable objection against a board of 
commissioners who are non salaried, and yet these in behalf of educa- 
tion and the well being of their own and neighbors children, spend 
from ten to twelve days annually. 

It is evident that the trustee system can be dispensed with with little 
disadvantage to our schools by empowering or delegating the commis- 
sioners with the same powers. 
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I claim that the growth and prosperity of our State; the intelli- 
gence of her citizensis embodied in the success or downfall of our 
publie schools, and the success of our public schools rest upon the 
untrammeled and unimpeded course in the embodiment of a separate 
and fixed corporation, and independent-of other corporated capacities. 
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Further, I believe that past experience will bear me out in the as- 
sertion that a board of directors and county examiners are indispensa- 
ble and essential to the life giving powers and vitality of our schools. 
"That the system is by far the most economical and at the same time 
most propritious of good. While there may exist in the minds of 
some persons a desire to curtail the number of officers in the State by 
merging them in the county court, and smothoring their features up 
with the same. Every educator and promulgator of the publie good 
must protest against such a course for multiplied reasons which might 
be presented as evidence against it. Did space and time require it, 
a strong feature in favor of the present system with the modifications 
relative to trustees, is the annual settlements and reports. Appor- 
tionments which attend any system of public schools, even claiming a as 
salary for their services, which public justice demands they should 
have, is by far the best and conducive-of publie good. This of 
course is the great object of our public schools, the promotion of man- 
kind in the developement of the arts and sciences which naturally 
leads to a better state of things. 

The office of examiner must existin some form, whether in that of 
county superintendent, board of examiners, or merged in the county 
courts. Long experience gives decided preference in favor of county 
superintendents. By an examination of the report of the commis- 
sioner of education, it will be seen that nearly all the States of the 
Union have adopted the latter. Ohio has a board of examiners, but ` 
her distinguished educators, Professor E. E. White and Mitchel, 
admit that in this particular they are inferior to the other. Then 
why make a change,-when the experience of twenty-five years is un- 
doubtedly in favor of the present system? 

To accomplish a greater amount of good, they should receive a bet- 
ter compensation, in order that they might devote their entire time to 
official business, in visiting schools, holding institutes, and taking a 
general survey of the whole county and district affairs. Of course 
the officer should be a man of intelligence and experience, enterprise 
and wide-awake industry. The mere pittance which the present law 
allows, and the limited time, falls short of compensating the individ- 
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wal, and many of them putin at least one-half more time in the in- 
-terest of the school than the law allows compensation for. 

CERTIFICATES.—A change in the form of certificate will be condu- 
„cive of good; one similar to the Pennsylvania form, which shows 
the standing or the teacher in each branch, and not more than three 
grades. This would give spirit and character to our schools, 

INsTITUTES, —These are essential to the promulgation of our publie 
schools. Teachers should convene at least once a month for the ex- 
«change .of opinions on the topics which come within the compass o£ 
their profession. By these, new motives and impulses are given; a 
better state of feeling, a wider range of the subjects, and higher and 
nobler aspirations are infused in those of a lower order of teachers. 
It would be the effectual means of cultivating a good standard of 
teachers and culling out the worthless ones. - The school month 
„should consist of twenty-one days; one day or Saturday in each 
month to be employed by the teachers in their own improvement. To 
insure the success of this, each teacher failing to attend these meet- 
ings should forfeit his pro rata salary for that day. 

Txt Booxs.—We have been grossly imposed upon by our imper- 
fect means of regulating our text books. While a uniform system is 
«desired, we should have some means of ridding ourselves of those 
books which prove inferior to the demand of the times. I would sug- 
gest the propriety of the general superintendent, and two or three 
other prominent educators, be constituted a committee or board to 
wegulate the text books, and that special legislation on books be dis- 
pensed with. This would undoubtedly facilitate matters very much, 
cand obviate this annoying impediment of which teachers so much 
complain. It certainly should not be delayed by the slow process of 
legislation. 

P. S.—I would remark that these suggestions have been prompted 
hy me from the” prevailing opinions, that seems to be in circulation 
:upon this subject. 


TOWNSHIP REPORTS. 


PARKERSBURG TowNsHrP—hReport is very favorable for the first 
year; schools were continued nine months, with a fair attendance; 
much zeal and energy was manifested by the teachers. The annual 
examinations were very satisfatory to all those who witnessed them. 
‘This township expended about $17,000, during the past scholastic 
yeari We have all the buildings completed but one, on Juliann 
street, in the city of Parkersburg. Two very fine houses, formerly 
churches, were purchased by the board Jast season, and furnished for 
«school purposes; an additional new house was erected on Wells streets 
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a frame twenty-eight by fory-feet, it accommodates eighty-pupils. 
There remains a surplus in the treasury of $3,839. A compromise 
was affected with the B. and O. railroad, in which we received $3,019. 
Tn addition to this, Dr. Sears, gave usa donation of $1,000. This 
enabled us to liquidate all our debts, and have a fine surplus left. ~ 

The township and city met with a sad and heavy loss, in the death 
of Mr. Samuel: Prayer, late chairman of the board. He was a firm 
friend of popular education, and was always ready to respond to every 
call that would further the cause. In his will, he left as a testimony 
of a greatful heart $2,000, the interest of which was to be given an- 
nually to five of the most meritorous boys in thé public schools of 
Parkersburg. 

WinLtAMS TowwsurP— This township kept up nine senools, from 
four to five months during the year. They have builtall their houses, 
but one, are out of debt, and have a surplus of $2,100, in the treasury. 
They propose to run their schools seven months the ensuing year. The 
township has secured a wideawake board who are up with the times,, 
and will look to the interest of the schools of their township. 

Union TowmxsHIP—AÀs ever, is alive in the school interests. All the . 
schools in this township are in excellent condition. Eight fine frame 
school houses grace the township, they are neat and elegantly ar-- 
ranged, and of tasteful appearance. The township is out of debt, and 
has a surplus of $514, in the treasury. 

Cray Townsyuip—This township kept up a good number of teachers 
for four months. Many of the schools were well attended, and much 
good accomplished. They built two new school houses last year; this 
makes seven fine frames in the township; they have one more to erect. 
This township received $1,010.41, back taxes from the B. and O. Rail- 
road Company. 

They have a debt of $1,000. A sufficient levy was laid this year to 
pay off their indebtedness, and run the schools six months. 

WALKER TowxsHip-—Had a much better class of schools the past 
year than ever before. They erected two new houses last year, one 
frame and one log. They received $1,081.10, from the B. and O. R. R. 
Co., of back tax. They are out of debt, and have a surplus of $232, 
in the treasury. 4 

TEE INDEPENDENT District or VoLcANno—Kept their schools 
open eight months. They report excellent progress, and that their 
schools are in fine running order. One fine two story frame was built, 
which accomodates one hundred and fifty pupils. Dr. Sears, kindly 
came to their aid in a time af much need, and gave them $300, which 
assisted their well began efforts. 

State TownsHir—Kept up their usual number of schools, they 


REPORTS OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS. 115 


have one house to complete yet, which will be finished for winter 
school. A small surplus remains in the treasury. 

StwALE TowNsHIP—Has done as well as could be expected under 
existing circumstances. Their schools were in session four months, 
two new houses were built last year, and one will be built this fall in 
time for winter school, making in all twelve. They have an indebted- 
ness of $890. 

Tyaarr TowxsuiP Is equally up to the times, and made ample 
provision for her schools, they have all their houses built, and a sure 
plus in the treasury. 

LusECK TowNsurP—H.as done well. They have nearly liquidated 
their indebtedness, have kept up thirteen good schools, the requisite * 
number of months during the year. 'The board has displayed wisdom 
and economy by their judicious management of affairs. 

Harris TownsHir—Competes with the rest of the townships in 
numberes of good schools; they have built fourteen houses, and are 
erecting the fifteenth. The people are thoroughly aroused to the inter- 
ests of E and are acting accordingly. The township has a 


SS 


fine surplus on hand, and everything seems to be in fine running 
order. 

SuMMARY.—The schools are all in better condition than at any pre- 
vious time., A better feeling can not well be infused than exists now; 
everybody are in favor of them. Wood county has erected eighty- 
eight new houses within the past séven years, ranging in cost from’ 
$500.00 to $12,000. You can hardly travel three miles along a public 
road, unless the travelers eyes is greeted with a neat, tasteful school 
building, many of them excelling the private residences in archi- 
tectural beauty. In fact, they are the living monuments of progress 
and improvement. 

The people of tnis county are determined that their connty, for en- 
terprise, intelligence and industry, shall be second to none in the 
State. The prevailing sentiment is. forward in the good work; and 
the untiring corps of teachers respond with a willingness, and the 
work goes nobly on. Ina few short years the rough will be made 
smooth, the gaps filled up, and levelled, the whole cultivated until it 
blooms and bears the most luscious fruits. 

God bless those noble teachers who are working such grand and 
magnificent transformations in our midst. 

To Dr. Sears, and the board of directors of the Peabody fund, we 
return our grateful thanks for the donation of $1500 given to our 
county. May the good work go on over our whole State. 


* Porter, M. J colored....... 
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WYOMING COUNTY—T. H. Barney, Supt. 


1 had hoped t» U2 able to forward my report to you by tke last of 
September. To accomplish this, I made it a point to urge upon the 
school officers of my county the necessity of making out a full and 
complete report of the condition of the schools in this county, as 1t 
had never been represented in that respect; and upon the promise of 
many of them to have their reports ready against the time prescribed 
by law. I have delayed my report to you until this late date, but to 
wait longer, I fear would only delay my own report, and have noth- 
ing more to communicate. I distributed among the several officers of 
the township, all the blanks that came into my office, upon which to 
report to me; but judging the future by the past, I am clearly of the 
- opinion, that men will not discharge the duties of their respective of- 
fices without remuneration ; and to pay all the officers that are now in 
the field, would be burdezsomoe, but in my opinion, the difficulty might 
be removed by lessening the number of school officers. I think that 
a board of education composed of a commissioner from each township, 
and the county superintendent and a secretary for this board would 
be competent to do the business of the county. In my opinion, the 
commissioner of the revenue should enumerate the youths, from 
the fact that a complete return could be made to the general superin- 
tendent in dué time. There are six townships in my county, out of 
which there are but two reported; but all have made the levy required 
by law. 

HurrFs CREEK Towswsumip.— This town has three school districts. 
This township has built five log houses at a cost of $50.00 per house, 
but has no furniture of any kind. Six schools have been kept in this 
township, averaging two months. No township has kept more than 
three months in the year, from the fact that the money received from 
state and township levy will not run them longer. "There are one hun- 
dred and fifty-eight youths in this township; they are progressing 
finely, as far as schools have been taught, but the township is so sparse- 
ly settled, that schools cannot be kept regularly.- 

CLEAR Fork Townsuip.—This township has one hundred and eigh- 
ty-two youths, black and white as the report shows; they are advanc- 
ing very fast, though there are parts of some districts that have never | 
had any schools since the State was organized. I think the fault isin 
the board of education. There are three districis in this township. 
Number one has but one house, and seventy-two white and three col- 
ored yotuhs. This district has never had any advantages from their 
money, from the fact it has always been used to pay off the other dis- 
trict debts, and old claims. District number two has two loz houses 
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very badly built, and so disagreeable that children cannot advance 
rapidly. 

OCEANA TowNnsHip.—No report, only of the youths; there are two 
“hundred and eight-four youths reported—two districts not reported. 
There are eight districts in this township. This is all I can say from 
this township. Wm. Roach is secretary. 

CENTER TownsurP.—There are eight school districts in this town- 
ship; there is no report from this township more than the youths; 
there two hundred and fifty-five in this township; R. M. Cooke, 
Secretary. 

Barkers River TowNSHIP.—No report. There are three school dis- 
tricts in this township; one hundred and sixty-two youths; Floyd 
Lusk, secretary. 

Suas Fork Towxsurp.— There is no report from this township, 
from the fact that there was but a small part left after taking part off 
to Raleigh county, by act of the legislature. There are sixty-seven 
youths left; they have laid their levy, and are entitled to their money. 
I expect to visit every school in the county this year, and hope tobe 
able to make such a report this next year as wil] tell well for Wyoming 
county. 

All the townships have levied, but cannot say their levies are suffi- 
cient to run the schools four months in the year. The sheriff has not 
filed his additional bond, but as soon as he does this I wil draw my 
warrants on the Auditor, in favor of each township, according to the 
fifty-third section of the school law. Inregard to county associations 
of teachers, that cannot be done in this county. 

In regard to the schools in this county, I have to say that the money 
received from the state and township levy will not run the schools four 
months in the year. The wealth in the county is not sufficient. 

TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 
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S M Cook.....csccccssvesescer cscverccecsestesoessntecesesucceseces 5|James H Stuart........ Tw eese as ose eise cence me"— 3 
DELIS EE — ¿4 T. F Bailey... ener —— — 8 
H Lusk..........cceeeeee senem nete socaruensones soe eeeocesos sous HR L Deeds... cscs tesasersassse waves snaseosssse se eeessa sea secet 2 
Wm H Cooper............eee eene conacoroananonsos oe OIM. W PonddIYecocaocinsroscarocinnos "—— —— 3 
A H Lester... eocoaconiorrarononac¡nasa cest eese pesas tho dos 4|H F Jackson . mE: 
Ham Ray.........--.. ee ette ..2| William Gore 4 
William Garrison 4lJacob E Toler. 5 
AB Lambert..... San. ...3¡Henry Blankinship... 4 
John Hower ton.....csescsencccvevsscercossess senses cee ken tte cns 3|J L Marshal... PENES ^el 
Pleasant Lesters.............. deeesesotesos cansccacnsceesnaces AIO € Watts... v eren "— A Í——— o1 
FO Tod ——— Á sesenseseues 2|M Christian, (rejected)... — . 

RStewart...... ate toes tecoe eeoesoreesessassasessanosasaossosonosssss 3|0 L Sissel....... mE "— sensncnewesces 


John Walkor.......csrseccrecnersccce roenoannaoraroononin cancerosas 2 


^ 
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WHEELING CITY—F. S. WILLIAMS, Supt. 


TEACHERS AND GRADES OF THEIR CERTIFICATES. 


FIRST WARD. ^ Gertrude Kraft, Div. B, Primary School zl 
Cornelia Hamilton, “ Q ms... 2 
ZG Bundy, Principal ........ .. vesers o .J Maggie Reid, “ p E o. TS 2 
Adda W Bundy, Grammar School . ae de Jennie Patterson, “ p t ERV.) 
Hannah A Phillips, Div. A, Primary. School aereas 
Annie S Hamilton, * | QUE Mig i SIXTH WARD. 
Alice V Oxtohy, «*« B «t setae 
Matilda McDonald, + 0 f. "M "d Samuel Boyd, Principal. . Ew E 
Agnes McLure, “ c fe +... 1|Martha Hai per, Grammar School. sesises servet E 
Sallie Robinson, 8 p se +». . 2/Mary J Morrison, Div. A, Primary School . . 2 
Annie Johntson, “ D EN s 2/E Edith Black, B-- He uua 2 
Patah Stout, * D n š 1|Edith Martin, “o ES e... A 
. Annie C Watterson, “ D “s esl 
8ECOND WARD, Lizzie Cioss, « D ES m. 
Mary D Crumbacker, “ D d a 2 
Jane Day, Div. M Primary, School . 


Sarah Riheldaffer, ** 


SEVENTH WARD. 
Harriet Oxtoby,  “ p i ec 


tOO 


A M. Stevenson, Principal ...ssssssessssusessesseosssnocsos l 


THIR? WARD. Ella M Boyd, Grammar School .............. sensoonos wood, 
Juha M y Mey, Div A, Primary School.. 2 
James F Snowden, Principal eee oe cee nl] M L Wilhams, '* B40 wood 
Sallie Mehohn, Grammar School ..... Ma UJenme A Campbell, * D sf m! 
Mary A Davies, Div, A, Primary School . «««L Hannah Nicoll, “ D $t 2 
Emma J Stephens, «m ERES 
Mary A Baile, “Cc a ewes? EIGHTH WAED, 
Maggie Davies, “D Es zwei 
Jane McColloch, “ D af e .G|Hemy N Wertz, Principal... sass occorre nones ll 
Belle Graham, Grammar Schoo] .... . nennen 1 
FOURTH WARD. Ella J Stephens, Div. A, Primary ‘School. ROE 2 
. |J E Wallace, B condal 
1 O Tuttle, Principal. .. E" seri reece e eed Kate Leighton, “o $ ere 
Jane Anderson, Oi ‘School e o...» > .l|Sarah A Scott, « Qg s ——ÀÀ 
Mattie McKelvey, Div. A, Primary Schoo! se... L]Jennia Greer, * p 1€ censo v0 
Annie Ewing, A see o» 2|Amelia Campbell, “ D $! eed 
Ella Dillon, & BC ES oe Se 
Annie Jeffers, «* B ES 2 COLORED SCHOOL -~ 
Carrie D Agnew, SCG ES wa 8 s 
Lizz Downs, ££- 0 a se. TA B Wilson PEE; 
M Lou McColloch, "p s A 2 
Josie Fulton, " D sf assis TEAOHERS OF GERMAN LANGUAGE. 
Lizzie Moore, e D $E T eae 2| * 
Wm Fuendhng ..... eese oo conevonnona o ssovanconeseL 
: FIFTH WARD. *Juhus Fuendling. sese aoerorcoororasanccnannarocconuonsconos È 
F © H Lanipe ..... EEE EE E 
James H McMechen, Principal — .. . eli Helena Gehlink, .ommoena sose ore so o ener nnns oÈ 
Margaret-E Taylor, Grammar Sch. ol .. . + 2¡A4delfina Fuendling .. ...... «ee een 1 
Louisa MeMecben, Div. A, Primary School. mv. 
Kate Martin, 26 A! 2i . .1[| “Succeeded April 1 by Geo. Maulder. 
Anna W Boyd, «* B es . 1 
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| COUNTY. NAME. P. O. ADDRESS. 


—Á— cn 


Barbour .............. s oo (Simon Buckingham, .... wo. oes e | Philippi. 
Berkeley....cccrcscsecscccscevses e» o [Ber Wm S Penick o... suse veros co o | Martinsburg 
Boone......... cose conrucranorsarsccaso ¡JOA W Mahan... eee seco ieres | MARON: 

Braxton ..... e eeeeeessoessenrescÉee p LHOTHEON J Berry «cs a eee se. |Braxton Court House, 
Brooke...... 00 eoo ee. John W Hough. |... | Wellsburg. 

Cabell .ccccscsssccsses ee OO | Wilham Algeo . 2g... o oo cerco | Onsley's Gap, 
Calhoun.............. 5 + oo [Alexander Rice .. .. oommonsr o 2626... |Grantsville. * 

Clay eocccccrnannaconciconocacarasasareasio |S B GLOBE... sce esee ronvrncororinsonacanesras [Clay Court House. 
Doddridge................... ooo conos SJ Ashburn Po] em essee n eememniesesl WeBt Union. 
Fayette ... o e {Warren T Timberlake .. eae ss | Fayette Court House. 
Gilmer. +. esssvesssseasosses soso n (JOHN S Withers oo... ae a sce. (Glenville. . 
Grant...» [B E Yosslepuuus. ... 0.  ».1. s. 2... ¡Grant Court House. 
Greenbrier .,... esee » e| Walter C Preston .... ... eene oo cess | Lewisburg. 
Hampshire......... eee. oo...» | Townsend Clayton . .seneres oosconooneso» «| Springfield 
Hancock......... e eeenen nen enses, | Thomas C Carothers Sev o » essc Holixday!s Cove, 
Hardy..........-...... c. [Phillip W Anderson e s.m. eseese oeo | Moorefield 
FLAPrisON....ccscsvecsecsnsseee aeensees]oruger W Smith, Jr. sees s. +»... (Clarksburg. 
Jackson... eee en © [George B CLOW oe csscccsscecseecs nen o iJackson Court House, 
JeffersOM ..ocooroscoovensunanaanioas . [Wim L Wilson .. .  ..... eO. «| Charlestown. 
Kanawha .......sssresscseccessccssesees| W L Hindman .... ee .. [Charleston 
LeWlB.ccconoccocccnoncaroreronanaciocozas John S Hall. .... 2s. ae ee sse» Jacksonville, 
Lincoln........«.«. err ]l Y Sweetland ev 0 oe oo a eo Hamin. 

Logan .......eeeenen remo Se {Crispen S Stone. lll 00m. . jChapinansville, 
Marion «...eeeeceemnÀmÀ e >» [Dr J C Barnes .... e. £e .|Poothsville. 
Marshall ............eeeeeeee roo... [Samuel R Hanen + oe ee nnn o, [Monde ville. 
Mason... +. 0... e. OO» [Dr Charles T B Moore so o. | Point Pleasant 
Mercer.  .22--- e wee [Wm M Reynolds ...... +. 4... .... | Princeton 

Mineral ex ee eee . 4 |John W Vandiver asese s 222 . |Dullington. 
Monongalia sese see «en. [Henry G Cox ossosa 0 2222s | Morgantown, 
Monroe....... eere. Augustus B Beamer... oea "Union. 
Morgan.........eenee m. . [Chas E Wallaee. ......... a o sss {Sleepy Oreck 
McDowell... 2. + e [Geo W Payne . à 20 ee | Perryville. 

Nicholas esse eere HO» ».JJohn E Kern no ... . ee e... ISummersville. 

Ohio ...... eere seen enne nnns ssn]John € Fans... .. eso ec. c.» | West, Liberty. 
Pendleton... . een co JÀndy Dyer. iue su sees t] Franklin, 

Pleasants eese o onvoccnonocanocoss| Richard Towzey como sose > rem. e seso se JOC. Mary's. 
Pocahontas .......005 e S» [US Stuling ... oe . wk eee ee ee) » [Academy 

Preston . cccessetessses es. neto necs John H Feather..... ne seses s >- | Valley Point. 
Putnam. . .«. + > n. |Thomas P Carpenter o... sesse . |Raymond City. . 
Raleigh... eere [Alfred Beckley, Sri. oes . 2. . Raleigh Conrt House, 
Randolph.......scesrseeesserceee «(Jacob J Hill X. eR Ae 00e S | Hüuttonsville. 
Ritchie sesser e ooo sees. ce of L Wreland ......54 o. «+ . |Pennsboro. 
Roane........ . .. eee [John B Thompson . .. «soe [Spencer 
Summers... . . . .-- John H Pack. .. E . |Pack’s Ferry. 
Taylor. ........... e. e oe. S [Perry Gawthiop e 2.52.55 —.OdPruntytown. 
Tucker... eher mm eO. |Philetus Lipscomb . sessa sess e [SE George 

Tyler; unas ies . |J Edgar Boyera +... ...... . eo  . |Middlebou1rne, 
Upshur........ + LB Moore. .... » 0. |Buckhannon. 
Wayne........ sess ene eases JUhbarles B Webb . . +... 42.265262 |Ceredo, 

Webster. cncncenconono» ese esses | Chas W Benedum. .. «ae eiren | Webster Court House, 
Wetzel 0... sesa eee | WM A NewmaB ... nes © «se| Knob Fork, 

Wirt. 2l erem ssasesseeesee ODAS C Little 2... ne s cues o | Burning Springs. 
Wood .. 2. ono sesssseessessserssss [Samson H Piersol ...... . MET Parkersburg. 
Wyoming... sersa sare tee . | Theodore F Bailey ev ee eee S e| Sun Hill. 

Wheeling City ..... ..  ..iFSWilams .. .. roto... « | Wheeling 


/ 


